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The Voice of the Village

Swanland Village Association

NEWS
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Summer
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www.swanland.info
always up to date

Our  Village Hall is becoming the victim
of its own success, with nearly twenty
regular bookings and over a hundred “one
off” bookings per year.  We have had
our first “Artery” folk concert and a
hilarious masked “pantomime” which
were both well attended. Other events
open to the whole community have
included the tremendously popular
Pancake Parties and the Village Harvest
Supper.  Parish Council meetings, open
to the public, are held in the Hall every
month.

The lift for the disabled (funded by
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various grants and our own funds from
our “100 Club”) is regularly used to access
our upstairs meeting room.  We have
purchased a dishwasher to help in the
kitchen when we are catering for large
numbers  - we can provide crockery and
cutlery for up to 120 people.   The library,
located in the Village Hall, has seen a
continued increase in the number of
people using it

The Village Hall is run by a group of just
eight volunteer trustees.  There is only
one paid employee, a part-time caretaker.
There is a tremendous workload on the
trustees, and we are always looking for
additional help, either from new volunteer
trustees, or from people who simply want
to help in carrying out voluntary tasks.

If you feel you would like to help in either
capacity contact Paul Priestley-Leach on
633530 or John White on 634222.
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SVA News Items
Your SVA Committee works hard in the best interests of Swanland residents. Recently
proposed new developments in the village have caused great concern to many folk.
We have been asked on a number of occasions to support the Parish Council in their
endeavours when developments have been deemed totally inappropriate. We would
like to think that we have the wholehearted support of SVA members regarding these
issues; therefore we propose to speak on your behalf unless we receive comments
from members contrary to this. Thank you for your continued support.

Village Welcome Packs
The SVA provide Welcome Packs for
new residents coming to live in Swanland.
If you would like to obtain one for a new
neighbour, please contact any committee
member, or Malcolm Thompson (vice-
chairman) 9 Wood View.  633893.

To the Point
While we appreciate contributions to these newsletters, please review articles before
sending them to avoid us having to spend a lot of time cutting through verbiage.
Concise, crisp writing makes your message more effective.  Most articles should have
300-400 words maximum – it’s a good discipline (this article contains 70 words). “ I
did not have time to write a short letter so I wrote a long one instead!” Mark Twain

Village Website
www.swanland.info

The Swanland website is kept up to date with local  news
and  regular update e-mails are sent out - if you would like
to be on the update list just e-mail website@swanland.info

Organisers of events can help to avoid clashing with
other events by posting  them on the website

Could all SVA members who have
not yet paid their subs please do
so.

If you are not a member why not
join? It’s only £2 a year, which is
a small price to pay to help keep
Swanland a nice place to live - see
details on the back cover.

Late News > As this newsletter was going to print we heard that the
Greengrocer is no longer operating from Swanland Nurseries.
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www.swanland.info/lestrem.htm

Lestrem Twinning Group

On the week-end of May 5-7th, our
friends from Lestrem came to Swanland
for the bi-annual visit. The Lestremois,
the Swanland host families and friends
had a most enjoyable time together.

Supported by the Village Hall committee
and staff, the group arranged activities to
entertain everyone. Saturday evening saw
an Anglo-French Quiz Night and despite
some minor translation difficulties, we all
had a great evening. Raffles held on
Saturday and Sunday realised a total of
£330 towards group funds and we are
grateful to the businesses of Swanland
who provided all our prizes.

On Sunday, a walking group completed
the first section of the Wolds Way, whilst
Swanland Tennis Club and members
provided a venue and competition for
players from Lestrem, both at the Club
Morning and later in the day, at an
American Tournament. The French really
enjoyed and appreciated the efforts of
the Club.

The visitors brought several folk
musicians and dancers. They went to the
‘Back Room’ at Cottingham in the
afternoon where they joined local singers
and players for a two-hour jamming
session together. Back to the Village Hall
on Sunday evening, and the French folk
group entertained a packed venue with a
‘French Barn Dance’. The icing on the
cake was given by the Green Ginger
Morris Men and Ladies Garland Dancers.
Their colourful display thrilled the
audience, English and French alike.

At a final reception on Monday morning,
gifts were presented to retired Chairmen,
Jacques Brassart and Dr Malcolm
Thompson, both of whom established the
Twinning venture. Presentations were
made by Colin Hotham and John
Downing, both ex Chairmen of Swanland
Parish Council during the Twinning period.

The French returned home in buoyant
mood, looking forward to our visit to
Lestrem in 2008.

Remember our Quiz Night in
the Village Hall on October  6th.
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Swanland Playing Field Association
www.swanland.info/playingfield.htm

BINS - Nappies are being left in the open
bins in the playing fields. The
consequences leave very little to the
imagination especially when animals are
able to get into the bins overnight and
distribute the contents everywhere.

We take great care to keep dogs out of
the playing fields.  Parents of babies
please ensure that nappies from your
children are taken home for disposal.

SCOUTS  -  A celebratory sleepover in
the Playing fields planned for Saturday
17th June was cancelled owing to heavy
rain over several days. The Scouts
desperately need new helpers/leaders.
Please contact Christine Hudson –
631727 or David Imrie-635387 if you are
able to help or know of someone who is.

PLAY AREA - A number of additions
are being planned for the children’s play
area. It is expected that these will be put
in before the end of the year.

Some repairs are needed, primarily to the
children’s slide and the seats where a
number of wooden supports are being
replaced. It is hoped that this will be
completed without any interference to
normal activity.

SHELTERS - These have now been
erected. They are made of steel and have
been concreted into place in the top area
of the field. Both have been positioned
in such a way as to avoid the tractor
when it is cutting the grass and to provide

shelter for the occupants from both wind
and rain.We have painted them a plain
colour at the moment and are preparing
for the teenage boys and girls to apply
their desired finish. It is hoped that this
will begin in mid-July.

Teams have yet to be formed and with
this in mind perhaps the boys and girls
who wish to participate will contact Harry.

SUMMER GALA 15th July - The
playing field will be closed on the morning
of Sunday 15th July. This is for safety
reasons whilst the slides, bouncy castles,
roundabouts and other items are being
erected.

Footballers with their parents and
supporters will be admitted as the U11, 7
a side football tournament begins at 10am.

We need at least 30 volunteers to assist
us. Please give us some help if only for a
couple of hours especially in the
preparation at 8-30 a.m. or thereabouts.

We only need names and contact numbers
to help in our plans for the day. Ring us
or email us.

The Gala itself begins at 12-00 and
finishes at 5-00 p.m. A Pimms tent is to
be run during this time together with a
bar tuck shop and soft drinks point. The
activities planned to date are shown
overleaf.

Continued >>
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Talk to us……

Visit our Website: www.think-ifa.co.uk

Contact us:  martin@think-ifa.co.uk  or  chrissie@think-ifa.co.uk

THINK INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL PLANNING

Melton Court, Gibson Lane

Melton, East Yorkshire HU14 3HH

Tel. 01482 638515

Think IF Ltd is an appointed representative of Alpha to Omega (UK) Ltd,
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

about your pension funds
how to make them work harder

discover how you can fund
your child’s private school fees

about dynamised investment opportunities

how your income tax liability could be reduced

about our tailor-made Wealth Creation programs
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The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme was
set up about twenty years ago and is a
member of  HANWAG (Humberside
Association of Neighbourhood Watch
Groups).  It works in partnership with
the Swanland Village Association. The
aims of Neighbourhood Watch are:

…to reduce local opportunities for crime
thereby deterring would be thieves and
vandals.

…to enhance community spirit so that
everyone can contribute towards the
protection of their property.

…to inform the police of any suspicious
activity.

The benefits of the scheme are a
reduction in local crime such as burglary,
vandalism, car theft and theft from cars,
an improved community spirit and a
reduction in the fear of crime, especially
in the elderly.

Swanland Neighbourhood Watch
Volunteer Street Coordinators Wanted

Street coordinators are needed in the newly
developed parts of the village. In addition
we need to fill the gaps for coordinators
lost through relocation, illness, etc.

 Our original group of about forty
coordinators is currently down to twenty-
five, albeit enthusiastic men and women.
If you can help and need further
information please phone David Morris
(Area Co-ordinator) on  631909.

The next coordinators meeting will be held
on Thursday 23rd August at 7.30 pm in
the hall at Christ Church (by the pond).
New coordinators are especially welcome
to join this meeting.

Children’s star games
Tin Can Alley

Archery
Old Cars

Adults Tombola
Children’s Tombola

Home made cake stall
Children’s slide
Bouncy castle
Roundabout

Donations for the tombola prizes can be
delivered to the pavilion at any time over
the next week or two. Donations for the
cake stall can be arranged for early on the
Sunday morning. Entry to the Gala will be
free to children under 16 and £1 each to
others, parking will be free.

CONTACTS

Harry  631011
Owen   633141

(owenmward@hotmail.com)

www.swanland.info/NHWatch.htm
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Progressive Garage/Yard Sale - 9 September

Your Local Police
The South Hunsley Neighbourhood Policing Team is
based at Brough Police Station, Welton Road, Brough.
Inspector Mark Hughes has overall responsibility for
Neighbourhood Policing in the  area and Sergeant Allison
Bradley has specific responsibility for the South Hunsley
and Dale Wards.

The Neighbourhood Team is made up of PC  Richard
Eglen, PCSO Danny Cammack and a number of Special
Constables. These officers are dedicated to
Neighbourhood Policing and are supported by their
colleagues from Incident Response and Volume Crime
Teams.

Local Crime reports are posted each month on
www.techdoc.info/Resources/localpolice.htm

PC Richard Eglen

PCSO Danny Cammack

Do you have lots of items in your house, garage or shed
which are much too good to throw away but you no
longer use?   Do you always intend taking them to a car
boot sale but never get round to it?  Well, let the buyers
come to you!   Now is the chance to clear out all those
unwanted goods without having to load up your car and
drive it somewhere.

Following on from the successful event last year, a
Progressive Garage/Yard Sale is

to take place on Sunday 9 September 2007 in
Swanland.   If you would like to take part then
please contact Jean Latter on 632276
 e-mail yardsale@swanland.info

By taking part, you can make some cash, do your
bit by ‘recycling’ and at the same time raise much
needed funds for Leukaemia and Breast Cancer
Research. Updates will be posted on
www.swanland.info/yardsale.htm  NOTE The July
Parish Magazine contained some wrongly submitted details (not their fault!).
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2007 Local Elections
Contact details of your  new local Councillors

Swanland Show - 2007
www.swanland.info/swanlandshow.htm

The 27th annual show will be on Saturday
8 September.  Schedules are available
from local shops or can be downloaded
from the Swanland website  at

www.swanland.info/PDF/
SwanShow2007.pdf

REMINDER
All winners of 2006 trophies please
return them by 31st July 2007 to

Jean Latter, 62 Mill Rise, Swanland.

Swanland Parish Council
Geoff Chapman - Chairman

Mike Burman - Vice Chairman

Yvonne Dumsday

Lindsay Fairburn

Helen Gilmour

Martin May

Jackie Richardson

Jim Stead

Parish Clerk

Rosemary Jordan-Jackson 632573

e-mail parishclerk@swanland.info

East Riding Ward
Councillors

Millennium Clock

This plaque will shortly be put up
on the wall of the Village Hall.

Money for the Clock was raised by the
2000 Festival and the clock purchased
when the new Village Hall opened in
2005.

Helen Gilmour
7 Mere Way Swanland HU14 3QB

Tel/Fax 634772 e-mail
helen@gilmourco.karoo.co.uk

Julie Abraham
10 Ashdale Park

North Ferriby HU14 3AS

Tel/Fax 633746 e-mail
julie@mjabraham.karoo.co.uk
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There are at least 22 families or their
descendants still living in Swanland,
who put down their roots here mostly
during the inter-war years.

They are:-

Adamson; Allen; Beadle; Bennett;
Burman; Dows; Harrap; Holdstock;
Hopper; Humble; Jagger;
Londesborough; Robinson; Waller
(T); Waters; Wheeler.

Top Road (Tranby Lane) and Cod Row
(Kemp Road) families are:- Good;
McFarlane; Thether and Waller
(White Lodge - not related to the above
Waller).  Kemp Road was known as
Cod Row due to the Trawler families
who lived there.

Some of the names you may know:
Mike Burman (whose late father,
Hedley, took over Jim Beilby’s building
business), Peter Jagger (Plumber), Fred
Adamson (Agricultural Engineer),
Waters (Swanland Nurseries).

Margaret Milner’s late father, Reg
Harrap, had a Fruit and Veg shop (now
a Hat and Bag shop) on Main Street,
Beadle’s son Neville had a car repair
business on Mill Road.

Barbara Dows married Ambrose Caley
and together they ran the village
supermarket for many years, ably
assisted by Helen Watson (Bennett).

Humbles first farmed on Main Street
(where the Pub/Mere Way now are),

Swanland Village Families 1907-1945

before moving to where Northfield begins
(Dale Road).

Tom Waller first worked at Waites’ shop
before moving to work at the café for
Minogues (now Stanifords).

Holdstocks still live at the half-timbered
house on Main Street, ‘Pebble Villa’.

John Wheeler’s mother was a popular
retired nurse who visited the village’s old
folk.  Gordon Hopper and his son Graham
live two doors away from each other
(unusual these days).

Jem Londesborough used to carve lovely
wild-life figures.   The wives of the late
Norman Waudby and George Allen still live
in the village, as does the late Mrs
Robinson’s daughter Jill.

Goods still run a Shipping and Travel
business, McFarlane were a part of
McFarlane Laing Biscuits, Needlers are in
construction, Tethers were Farmers and Fish
Merchants, whilst the Wallers still live at
White Lodge. Carole Ledgard
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Membership is open to anyone no longer
in full time employment. We have general
meetings at 2pm in St. Barnabas Church
Hall on the first and third Thursdays of
every month (except August) where our
topics are lively and varied. In addition
we run 37 interest groups covering a wide
variety of subjects. If you would like to
see what we’re about come along to a
Thursday meeting and make yourself
known to our membership secretary on
the door. Our programme of general
meetings is advertised on the Swanland
website under Village Organisations
and in our Newsletter. The programme
for the remainder of this year is shown
on the right.

Thursday, 19 July - Holidays Ahead

Thursday, 6 Sept
Lost Industries of Beverley

Thursday, 20 Sept - Radio Nostalgia

Thursday, 4 Oct - Following in the
steps of William Wilberforce

Thursday, 18 Oct - Compact, bridging
City Schools and Industry

Thursday, 1 Nov
60th Anniversary of Arnhem

Thursday, 15 Nov
DSA  - “Arrive Alive Classic”

Thursday, 6 Dec - Boyes’ Shops

Thursday, 20 Dec - Christmas Concert

Swanland U3A (University of the 3rd Age)

www.swanland.info/u3a.htm



11

SVA Newsletter - Summer 2007

Swanland Under Water - June 15
Swanland awoke  on the morning of June 15 to find flooding everywhere, as these

pictures show.  Just 10 days later, on June 25, it happened all over again!

A River flows down Main Street.

The Pond overflows and advances  up to Christ Church.

By the afternoon of the 15th the ducks had invaded the bowling green
while Mike Burman struggled to clear the pond overflow drain.
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The U3A choir was founded in1999. It
contains several retired professional
musicians, as well as many for whom this
kind of singing is a fairly new experience.
The choir is directed by Diane Ford, who
was director of music at Hessle High
School.

Hessle concerts in 2003 and 2004 raised
hundreds of pounds for Martin House
Hospice and Dove House Hospice. A
concert in North Ferriby in October 2004
raised £500, which was later sent to the
Tsunami Relief Fund. In March 2005 they
helped to raise £1500 for the Swanland
School in Nairobi.

In 2003 the choir gave a concert

U3A Choir
performance of Henry Purcell’s opera
“Dido and Aeneas”. In 2004 they gave a
performance of “Trial by Jury” by Gilbert
and Sullivan to a large and appreciative
audience in Willerby Methodist Church.
In both operas all the solo parts were taken
by choir members.

The choir has appeared in Swanland
Festivals and at twinning celebrations
both here and in France. They
successfully entertained the AGM of the
National U3A in York in September 2003
and similarly entertained other Yorkshire
U3As at Askham Bryan College in August
2004. They will be singing at Askham
Bryan again on 23rd August this year.

Local Concerts
The Choir will be giving a concert in aid of the RNLI in Tower Hill Methodist Church,
Hessle, at 7.30pm on Saturday, 25th October, 2007. Tickets will be on sale by the end
of September from the church and the U3A, and will also be available on the door.
Last year’s concert in Hessle Methodist church raised over £500 for the RNLI.

The choir’s concert in All Saints’ Church, Hessle, on 25th May this year, raised  £500
for Mission Heart, helping people in Malawi, and The Nepal International
Fellowship.
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Swanland Women’s Institute was started
in 1949 and has continued through the
years to be a much-valued organisation
for the women of Swanland.  It is part of
the East Yorkshire Federation, with an
office in Beverley and a National
Headquarters in London.  Members can
attend courses held at the WI’s own
college at Denman and are represented
at the AGMs.  This year’s meeting was
held in the Albert Hall, the resolution put
being our concern over the closure of
community hospitals. At these meetings
there is always a well known speaker, this
year including Stuart Rose (Chief
Executive of Marks and Spencer) and on
a lighter note Tony Christie, the singer. 

The East Yorkshire Federation organises
a calendar of events throughout the year. 
For 2007 these include archery, visit to
Hawes, Quiz, Chutney for the Terrified,
Beaded Flowers for Beginners and a trip
to Brussels and the EU Parliament.  In
August there will be a Summer Sizzler
evening in collaboration with Sainsbury’s
to be held in St. Barnabas Church Hall
for members and friends.

At local level we enjoy our monthly
meetings, held on the first Wednesday of
each month at 7.30 p.m. in Christ Church
Hall.  We have a variety of speakers and
demonstrations finishing with tea and
biscuits and friendly banter.  Our
programme is shown on the Swanland
website under Village Organisations

Swanland Women’s Institute

 A Committee of seven organises our
monthly walk and pub lunch and outings. 
This year we plan to go to Hornsea and
Wassand Hall at Seaton.  We also have
an annual dinner, summer supper and
harvest supper.

We support village organisations wherever
possible.  This year we hope to be at
Swanland Gala and the Village Reunion. 

Our individual interests are very varied -
art, music, golf, gardening, and we would
love you to come and join us - 7.30 p.m.
the first Wednesday of each month
(excepting January) at Christ Church Hall
- we look forward to seeing you.
Contacts - Lorna Caygill 632543
Enid Tracy 633201

the pond, swanland, HU14  3PE

(01482) 631 071

email: info@peppertreeflorist.co.uk

Say it with flowers
for all occasions

Thank

You!
Wedding
Flowers

Get Well
Soon

Happy
Birthday

With Every
Sympathy

www.swanland.info/wi.htm
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www.swanland.info/wildlife.htm

Swanland Wildlife Group (SWG)

Contact Carol Ledgard  632178

We have received Hugh Robert’s (Ponds Conservation
Trust) costed proposals for reclaiming the pond.  The Parish Council
will consider the proposals and comments have been invited from the SVA, Village
Hall and Christ Church.   In September the we will present a phased and flexible plan
based on the proposals and including additional costed proposals.

Identified Problems are:

Poor quality water supply with pollution and nutrients.

Shallow pond.

Continuing algae problems.

Virtually no vegetation in the pond.

Too many ducks and non-native fish.

Some Possible Remedies

Constructing silt traps under the pavement or in the pond where the pond drains flow
in to filter out pollution and nutrients.

Harvest water from Village Hall roof (awaiting costing) for a clean water supply.

Purchasing aquasonic unit (if free trial one is successful)

Aeration unit to move water round the pond  (awaiting costings for both these options).

Planting reeds around silt traps and the rear pond edges

Strictly controlling duck numbers and re-locating non-native fish.

Drill a new borehole (as a last resort !) - no costings for this.

This is a long-term project to remedy deep-rooted problems.  Including materials,
labour and VAT, the estimated cost is £10,434.

Next Steps

We will obtain an artist’s impression of what the pond will look like including the
optional proposals. The Ponds Conservation Trust  and SWG  will deliver the plan
and apply for grant funding to cover the biggest costed items. We hope to form a
village-wide Pond Committee to raise funds and recruit extra help.
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Articles and Letters to the Editor should be e-mailed to
portal.briars@virgin.net or sent to  Pam & Wallace Portal

The Briars, Beech Hill Road HU14 3QY
in electronic format please.

We cannot guarantee to publish articles (maximum 300 words) or  letters and
reserve the right to edit them.

Village Hall AGM
The Village Hall AGM will be held on Mon 30th  July at 7pm. in the Village Hall.  All
Swanland residents are most heartily invited. The meeting should not last more than
half an hour.

Manor Court
Letters to The Editor

This aerial picture, taken by ex -Swanland
resident Andrew White with his model
photo-reconnaissance plane, clearly
shows the extent of the new development
in the centre of the Village. Responsibility
for this latest expansion lies partly with
our local highways department who said
access was not a problem!   However
the 37 new residents are not to blame so
lets hope they can contribute something
to the community. Graham Latter

Christ Church

If you wondered why Christ Church has
looked “boarded up” recently it is because
the old window frames were rotting and
needed replacement.  The replacement
frames have been specially manufactured
to conform with the condition stipulated
by English Heritage that certain panes of
glass which are old should be
incorporated in the new windows. The
church is extremely grateful to The Henry
and Dora Needler Memorial Trust that
has funded the work. The restoration
work should be completed by the time
you read this.  John White
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Name (first person)

Name (second person)

Address

E-mail address/Telephone number (optional)

Cheque/Cash enclosed (£2 per person).   Please put a cross here if you object to
any of the above details being kept on our Database

SVA Membership Application

Just fill in the form below and post it (or
drop it through the letter box)
Mere House (by the pond)

or 23 Manor Road HU14 3NZ

with £2 per head (cheques payable to
Swanland Village Association). You will

receive a membership card.

WEBLINK
www.sva.karoo.net/joinsva.htm

The SVA Newsletter is published 3 times a year and distributed free to every household in Swanland.
Print costs are met by the SVA and a limited number of local advertisements.

Forward  information, letters or articles to the Editors
Pam & Wallace Portal 631567 e-mail portal.briars@virgin.net

Advertisment Enquiries - Rod Park 635127   Set & formatted by  Design & Print  632276
To receive regular news updates from the SVA website e-mail website@swanland.info

Your
 Village Association
needs your support

Please join us


