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 Every household in Swanland should have
got a programme of events for Swanland
Festival 2008 with this Newletter. 

We hope you will find this a full and
interesting programme with something to
tempt you out.  In addition to many old
favourites, this year sees several new events
such as a Treasure Hunt, Parish Boundary Walk, Talk on 2 Centuries of Hull’s
Trawler Industry and a Murder Mystery in the Library.  Can you work out Who
Dun It? 

For further details call Jan on 634 583 or Yvonne on 634 863.

The SVA Committee said goodbye to one
of its stalwart members, Rod Park, at the
AGM last year.  Now, the responsibility
for the Litter Picking (around the pond)
rota has fallen to Yvonne Dumsday. 

The rota for the coming year has been
distributed to all volunteers but, as people
stand down for personal reasons, we are

Street Cleaning
always on the look out for new people to
offer 2 hours of their time,
once a year.

Please consider hard if you
could add your name to
this list and, If you feel
you could help, call 634
863 for more details
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Beech Hill Road, Swanland
Tel 01482  633 670
Fax 01482  634 064

www.swanlandnurseries.co.uk
e-mail: info@swanlandnurseries.co.uk

A friendly welcome
awaits you at

Swanland Nurseries

We are open
every day

New Village Signs
There has been great interest in this
project. The oval sign consists of a large
white swan on a blue background and
has been chosen by our committee
members.

The next step is to involve County Hall
and then try to find sponsorship. There
are seven entrances to Swanland and in
time it is hoped to provide a sign for each
one. Meanwhile four village signs would
cost between £7000.00 and £8000.00
depending on the size.

At this time we are looking for funding
and if anyone could suggest suitable
sources, (for example grants or
donations), please contact Jan Rogerson
on 634 583.

Swanland Signpost 2008
The new Village Guide is being issued free
to every household in the Village with this
Newsletter.

Please support the local advertisers who
have financed  and made this publication
possible.

It contains an updated village street map.

 (Note that the new development of 37
dwelling is to be called St Mary’s Walk
when it is completed and not Manor Court
as described by the developer).

The Village Guide is also distributed in a
Welcome Pack for newcomers to the
village.  If you have a new neighbour, or
know of someone moving in, please let
us know so we can ensure they get their
Welcome Pack.
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Swanland Twinning Association
www.swanland.info/lestrem.htm

2008 has seen further developments
within the Association. After meeting with
our fellow twinners of North Ferriby and
Hessle, we have taken on board several
of their productive ideas. Foremost in
these will be the establishing of a
membership of interested and supportive
people. We have recently written a formal
constitution and next March will see our
first official AGM.

May Day weekend saw 24 of us travel
to Lestrem for our bi-annual visit. What
a great time we had! As ever, the
welcome and hospitality could not have
been better. The main focus included a
ramble through the nearby countryside
along the Belgian border and then  a
picnic in a local park.

Meanwhile a group of our musicians met
to play with their French counterparts and
prepare an evening concert which
followed a communal barbeque.

On the Monday we left our hosts and
travelled to Ypres in Belgium, just a short
journey away.

Some people visited the Flanders Field
museum, others strolled around the
battlements and spent a moving few
minutes at the Menin Gate.

Following coffee and lunch in the town
square, we set off home wondering why
so few Swanlanders take up the
opportunity to share in our excellent
weekend and meet such pleasant
company. However, you can always join
us in the future.

Future events will include Cream Teas
served at 23, Manor Road, during Open
gardens on July 13th and note a date for
your diary – Saturday October 4th our
annual Quiz Night at the Village Hall.

Brendan Riley. Chairman.

Swanland Parish Council Website                Swanland Village Hall Website
   www.swanlandparish.org                     www.swanlandvillagehall.info

See also

Village Websites
www.swanland.info

The Swanland Village website is kept up to date with local  news
and  regular update e-mails are sent out - if you would like to be on
the  update list just e-mail website@swanland.info. Organisers of events can
avoid them clashing with other events by posting  them on the website.
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The petition with 632 signatures
was submitted with a covering
letter to the Environment &
Transport Overview & Scrutiny
Committee  in January.

ERYC Officers have now
reported back with their
observations and proposals.

Although disappointed they will
not be implemented until next year, we welcome the improved signage and double
white line measures.   Our Ward Councillors on the committee have asked for more
details of these so a costing can be allocated in next year’s budget.  However we are
disappointed that any lower speed limits have been rejected and our Ward Councillors
have asked for this to be looked at again.  One of the reasons quoted was “National
Guidelines”  - we would hope that local officers could look afresh at these – after all
they are only “guidelines”.

We should like to thank the Strategic Overview Committee, in particular our Ward
Councillors for their strong support in this matter    News of this initative is being
posted on  www.techdoc.info/Resources/gtgutterlane.htm

Progress on Road Safety - Great Gutter Lane

WANTED
Cricket players to take part in
Festival Cricket Match on
Thursday 17th July at 6 pm.
Anyone interested please contact
Richard Hill on 631 271.

Ashford Application

ERYC has refused planning permission
for the building of the four blocks of
twelve flats at Ashford, North Drive.

  However the developer may appeal or
re-submit an amended application.

Swanland Parish Council website
provides news of significant planning
applications.
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Swanland Screen
The programme has now been chosen for our second season of
films at the Village Hall.  Time to mark off, in your diary, the
third Saturday in each month, from September through to March,
if you don’t want to miss this cinema experience in the centre of
your village. 

The first film will be The Bucket List (a family comedy starring
Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman) to be shown at 7.30 pm on
Saturday 20th September, followed by No Country for Old Men on Saturday 18th
October.

Our regular attenders will be pleased to know that the SVA has now purchased cushions
for the seats and the Village Hall has purchased a new sound system, plus a stage
which enables us to have “balcony” seats at the rear of the Hall - at no extra cost!

We have a large screen and regularly attract an audience of about sixty people.  If you
have not yet given “Swanland Screen” a try, why don’t you come along and join us to
enjoy the experience?  For further details call Yvonne on 634 863.
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A Date for your Diary
This year’s AGM of the SVA will take place  at 7.30 pm on Wednesday November
12th 2008  in the Village Hall.  After the AGM business,  our guest speaker Carol
Ledgard will talk about our village pond and local wildlife.

The meeting will then close with cheese and wine and a chance to socialise. Do please
support your Village Association and its Committee.

Calling all Swanlanders
This years membership stands at only
300! Have you paid your subscription?
We would love you to join us.

Subs are only £2 per person payable to
the ‘SVA’ or cash left at either  23,Manor
Road, or Mere House by the pond.

The SVA supports the village hall, cares
for flowers and hanging baskets around
the village, continues to provide a rota
for keeping the pond area clean,
organises Swanland Screen, organises
the Festival in July, supports the wildlife,
twinning and history groups and is
influential in support of local affairs
generally. Join today – don’t put it off.
Thank you.

SVA News Items

SVA Secretary
Swanland Village Association
needs a volunteer secretary to
take minutes and deal with
correspondence.

This would not require an
excessive amount of time and
effort.

If anyone can help out please
contact Jan Rogerson on 634 583

Help fund this Newsletter
To help make this free Newsletter self-financing,  if  you offer a service to
Swanland Residents why not advertise here? Classified ads cost  just £10

and quarter page display adverts from £35. Tel 632 276 or e-mail
newsads@swanland.info

Our thanks to our existing advertisers - please support them.
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Swanland and the Sea
Part 2: Trawler Skippers who lived in Swanland

For many decades up until the 1970s, Hull
was home to Britain’s largest deep sea
fishing fleet. This was based at St. Andrews
dock with many of the crews and skippers
coming from the adjoining area of Hessle
Road.

The fishing community was tight knit and
rich in culture and traditions. During the
1960s and 70s trawlers became larger and
more sophisticated; leading to bigger
catches and profits. This enabled many of
the skippers to move out to the new housing
estates in Swanland and surrounding areas.

In Mill Rise, Skippers Andrews and Kent
lived opposite each other. In Chantry Way
East, Skippers *Knox  and Keay settled. Ex-
Skipper Dasher Ellis lived opposite the
entrance to Chantry Way East (and owned a
Wholesale Fish Company).

This prosperity was severely
challenged with the rapid
decline of the fleet as
a result of the
bitter 1974/5
Cod War with
Iceland, when
most skippers and
crews had to find work elsewhere.

With typical tenacity they adapted; Skippers
Kent and Andrews skippered supply vessels
to the North Sea Oil Rigs. Skipper Knox
went to work for the White Fish Authority
and then later on cruise ships gave
Illustrated Talks on the Trawling Industry.
Unfortunately Skipper Keay was tragically
washed overboard in 1974, reminding us
that fishing can be a hazardous industry!

The 1970s represented a real shift for both
Trawling and Farming. The sons of Skippers
Keay and Knox chose not to follow in their
father’s footsteps and instead joined the
Navy. Equally, the sons of Skippers Kent
and Andrews (2 each) chose careers on land.
Swanland’s rural traditions were changing
too. New housing estates were being built
on farmland and some farmers had no sons
to follow them, or no children at all.

In part 3 we will be looking at the
Humber Pilots who came to live in

Swanland.  *Skipper Ken Knox will be
giving a presentation on July 16 - see
your  Swanland Festival programme.
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Swanland Playing Field Association
www.swanland.info/playingfield.htm

TRUSTEES - Harry Sidwell (see article opposite) and Howard Wilkinson have now
resigned from the Association. Howard has for many years cut, rolled and marked
out the cricket square without the need for any assistance from other members of the
committee.

We require at least two further trustees in addition to a bank signatory and someone
to prepare the cricket wickets. Anyone prepared to assist will be most welcome.
Please ring one of the numbers below.

MUGA -  It is intended that the Multi Use Games Area will be installed before the
end of September although the lights may have to be put up later. We are liaising with
Swanland school regarding the possibility of them helping us in the application for a
grant thereby enabling them to have sole use of it during school time.

GALA 20th JULY - 30 Volunteers are still required for one or two hours on the day
and any offers will be greatly appreciated. The playing field will be closed until 12
noon on that morning for safety reasons whilst the roundabouts and bouncy castles
etc. are erected. Only people connected with the Under12 seven a side football
competition will be allowed in.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - Our AGM  will take place at the playing field
on Tuesday 17th June beginning at 7pm. It will be followed by a normal meeting of
the association at 7-30pm. Anyone who wishes to attend is welcome.

FRIENDLY CRICKET EVENT - Known as “The Vicar’s Cricket” it is a 20 over
game and takes place on Thursday July 17th during Swanland Festival week at the
Playing Field. Those wishing to take part should be at the playing field before 6pm as
wickets will be pitched at 6.30pm. Equipment will be provided.

CAKE STALL  - Donations can be arranged for the Friday evening or Saturday
morning before the Gala.

Contacts Owen 633 141  owenmward@hotmail.com

 Lisa Weldric 632 772
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Thanks Harry!
Harry Sidwell, who has retired from the Playing Field Association,
has been instrumental in the development of the children’s
play area since it began almost 25 years ago. He has
maintained existing equipment and obtained funds for the
many new items obtained for the younger children.

His determination and persistence has, over the last
two years, enabled the playing fields to benefit by
almost £250,000. This has been obtained through
various grants, primarily as a result of Harry’s
telephone activity, his form filling and his meetings.

He has been active in talking to the teenagers in
the village. Some recent items have stemmed from
this. Neither the Multi Use Games Area nor the
BMX track would have appeared without this initial contact.

The Playing Field Association will miss him but hope that he will continue to be
involved although not on a daily basis, but perhaps with the Open Gardens and
Summer Fair and he will always be welcome.

The village has a significant community asset in Harry and will no doubt continue to
have one over the coming years.

Swanland Show - 2008
www.swanland.info/swanlandshow.htm

The 28th Annual Show will be on Saturday 13 September
Schedules available on line and in local shops.

Open to the public from 2pm
Tel 621 110
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www.swanland.info/wildlife.htm

Swanland Wildlife Group (SWG)

Contact Carol Ledgard  632178

Pond Reclamation Project

At the March Parish Council Meeting, councillors ratified an
agreement reached between the Council, SWG, SVA and PCT on a series of basic
remedial measures to help restore the pond. These are;

Construction of a gabion basket to catch road run-off and filter the pollutants
on the Pump House side of the pond.

The planting of Norfolk Thatch reed, yellow Flag Iris, Juncuns soft rushes and
other pond plants/flowers on newly created banked margins in various areas of
the pond edges.

Establishing more beds of floating plants in the pond.

The on-loan sonic device will be retained as it is working well.

A grant of £10,000 from Awards for All has been applied for. Whilst we await a
decision we are setting up a Swanland Pond Improvement Committee, consisting of
representatives from the SWG and SVA. The Parish Council will retain overall control
and veto.

As this is a Community Project we want anyone who is concerned about the current
and long-term future of the pond, and who is able to offer a few hours monthly to
join the Committee or work with us in meeting this exciting and worthwhile challenge
of reclaiming our Village Pond. A separate grant will be applied for to channel water
directly into the pond from the Village Hall roof.  Please also see the article opposite
about feeding the ducks on the pond.

The SWG are holding an event on Saturday 19th July to celebrate Swanland Pond’s
Present, Past and Future, and to mark the official start of this much anticipated
Project! Look out for posters.
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Articles and Letters to the Editor should be e-mailed to
portal.briars@virgin.net or sent to  Pam & Wallace Portal

The Briars, Beech Hill Road HU14 3QY
in electronic format please.

PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE for next Newsletter is 3rd October

We cannot guarantee to publish articles (maximum 300 words)
or  letters and reserve the right to edit them.

Website Funding
The Swanland Village website is entirely self financing thanks to the

local businesses who are sponsoring it this year - please support them
- see www.swanland.info/bizdirectory.htm

On Sunday 4 May a whole cut loaf of
bread was thrown into the pond. Maybe
someone thought they were being kind to
the ducks!

However the ducks do not eat all the
bread, which then sinks and pollutes the
water, it is also not a good food for ducks
or fishes.

Bread has no nutritional value for ducks
and the ducks detritus from bread is
acidic/toxic and pollutes the water,
contributing towards algael bloom.

Feeding the Ducks

We are asking villagers and visitors NOT to feed bread to the ducks, instead the
Wildlife Group have made available small bags of grain FREE from the Swan &
Cygnet and McColls Convenience Store.
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Just fill in the form below and post it (or
drop it through the letter box) at

Mere House (by the pond)
or 23 Manor Road HU14 3NZ

with £2 per head (cheques payable to
Swanland Village Association). You will

receive a membership card.

WEBLINK
www.sva.karoo.net/joinsva.htm

The SVA Newsletter is published 3 times a year and distributed free to every household in Swanland.
Print costs are met by the SVA and a limited number of local advertisements.

Forward  information, letters or articles to the Editors
Pam & Wallace Portal 631 567 e-mail portal.briars@virgin.net

Advertisment Enquiries - 632 276   Set & formatted by  Design & P Design & P Design & P Design & P Design & Prinrinrinrinrinttttt  632 276
To receive regular news updates from the SVA website e-mail website@swanland.info

Your
 Village Association
needs your support

Please join us

the pond, swanland, HU14  3PE

(01482) 631 071
www.peppertreeflorist.co.uk

Delivered anywhere from the
peppertree in Swanland

For all your  flower
requirements

Name (first person)

Name (second person)

Address

E-mail address/Telephone number (optional)

Cheque/Cash enclosed (£2 per person).   Please put a cross here if you object to
any of the above details being kept on our Database

SVA Membership Application/Renewal

Congratulations

Sympathy
Flowers

Happy
Birthday

Happy
Anniversary

You've
passed!


