
1

The Voice of the Village

Swanland Village Association

NEWS
No. 58
Spring
2009

www.swanland.info
always up to date

 Inside this Issue
Village Pond                Wildlife Group        Village Flagpole

Easy Way for SVA Subs  Bowlers Wanted     Swanland Screen
Live Perfomances   Twinning Association    Newsletter Deliverers

     Litter Picking       Neighbourhood Watch   Swanland & the Sea - Part 4
Playing Field         Swanland Show        Village Hall        Village Signs

Walking in Yorkshire     Yard Sale     Blood Donors     New Bus Service

A Make-Over for our Pond!
Good news at last for the pond. Swanland Parish Council,
in conjunction with Swanland Wildlife Group, has been
successful in securing a grant of £9744 from Awards for
All. This is the first phase of a long-term project to improve
the pond. Already the harvesting of water from the Village
Hall roof has been completed.  Work on the pond itself
will get underway soon. The grant provides for:

Harvesting water from the Village Hall roof

Laying pre-seeded coir rolls on pallets around the pond edges to establish a
variety of Aquatic Plants And Reeds.

Providing a permanent information board displaying the pond’s history, ecology
and project updates. Continued >>
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www.swanland.info/wildlife.htm

Swanland Wildlife Group (SWG)

The construction of a gabion basket (to trap and filter toxins from road surface
water) at the west side of the pond.

Erecting protective fencing around the planting.

Supplying pond-dipping equipment for children to use in future educational
projects

Providing information leaflets

These basic measures will improve the quality of the water, re-introduce native plant
life, oxygenate water, provide vital food and shelter and look attractive. This will
increase habitat and encourage the return of wild and pond life in, on and around the
pond.

This Community Project aims to restore this historical treasure to the centre of Village
Life. We want everyone to contribute something, no matter how small, by choosing
to donate money/sponsor items eg: plants/raise funds/give up a small amount of time
to help with practical work.

So if you would like a challenge, make new friends and have fun, contact Carol
Ledgard 632 178 or Jan Rogerson 634 583.

See how the Pond was and might be in the future - come along to the Coffee mornings
at Christ Church on March 28th, April 4th or April 11th. There will be an exhibition of
photos on display from 10 – 12 noon.

Now that the funding for the pond Project is available
people are needed to make it work .Any time that anyone
can give would be gratefully received. We need a concerted
community team effort to achieve a pond to be proud of, not just
for now but for the future too. At the recent highly successful Quiz Night some over-
enthuseastic helper discarded the lists of volunteers with the Fish & Chips’ wrapping!
Would those who put their names down please contact us?  Please do help!
Contact Carol Ledgard  632 178
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Swanland Parish Council Website                Swanland Village Hall Website
   www.swanlandparish.org                     www.swanlandvillagehall.info

See also

Village Websites
www.swanland.info

The Swanland Village website is kept up to date with local
news and  regular update e-mails are sent out.  If you would like to
be on the  update list just e-mail website@swanland.info. Organisers of events
can avoid them clashing with other events by posting  them on the website.

Easy Way for SVA Subs
Why not pay your SVA subs by annual
standing order? – it saves you having to
remember and us having to chase round
after members.

A simple form is enclosed with this
Newsletter – just fill in your bank details
(ensure full postal address of bank is
given) and return or post to Brendan Riley
at 23 Manor Road, Swanland HU14 3NZ
and we will process it.  Remember this a
standing order for a fixed amount (not a
direct debit) that you can cancel at any
time.

Village Flagpole
A proposal has been put
forward to the Parish
Council to have a flagpole
in the centre of the village

so flags might be flown on
appropriate occasions, for example;
Yorkshire Day August 1st.   It would
be funded independently with no cost
to ratepayers.  Possible locations are
being considered.  Any one with any
views, suggestions or offers of
donations please contact
Graham Latter on 632 276
e-mail - g@latter.karoo.co.uk

Bowlers Wanted
Swanland Bowling Club is looking for new members, both male and female. All
ages and levels of experience are welcome. Bowlers can play social bowls or take
part in the men’s, ladies’ or mixed teams in the many league and cup competitions.
Tuition can be arranged and we can loan any equipment necessary if you would like
to have a no obligation try.

The green is open from mid-April for the Summer season. For further information,
please ring Malcolm Shakesby on 633166 or Eric Hunsley on 633179 or come to the
club on the Open Day on 26 April from 10.30am to 12.30pm and give it a try. You
will be made very welcome.
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Swanland Screen
www.swanland.info/swanlandscreen.htm

Another season of cinema in the Village Hall has been very
successful, with one exception. “No Country for Old Men”
upset some people, to whom the organisers would like to
apologise.  We try to provide a cross section of films each season.
If you have any views on titles for next season, please tell us
your preferences. Still to come are :

Goodbye Lenin (21st March) is an amusing film set in East Germany
in 1989.  A young man protests against the regime. His staunchly socialist mother
sees him arrested, suffers a heart attack and falls into a coma. Eight months later,
when the GDR does not exist anymore, the mother awakes. Since she has to avoid
every excitement, the son tries to set up the GDR again for her in their flat and hide
the momentous events that have occurred from her.

Delightful Dolphins and Amazing Wrecks  (18th April)

This is a fun evening with International Dolphin Watch founder, Dr Horace Dobbs,
“ The David Attenborough of Dolphins”. He will show two films - one about dolphins
and the other about diving around WW2 wrecks in the Pacific. He will also talk
about his work and sign copies of his books.  CDs and DVDs will be on sale during
the interval.

Live Performances
Two exciting live shows are coming to Swanland Village Hall in May and June.

On Sat. 2nd May at 7.30pm. Motus O, an internationally renowned Canadian company,
are to perform Carmina Burana.   So come and join us to soar through the themes
of spring, tavern life and love and plunge into the magical imagery of this production,
which brings you a total theatrical experience!  There will also be cameos from
Variations in Love, a show that has wowed audiences across Canada and Australia.
They explore the elusive emotion of love with a series of cogitative, energetic and
profoundly humorous works.

On June 6th the Ratatat Theatre company will perform local author John Godber’s
play April in Paris “a brilliantly simple, powerful piece of popular comedy, this is the
tale of a Yorkshire couple who win a holiday in Paris in a “Romantic Break”
competition. John Godber hopes to be present to answer questions after the play.

For further details please contact Yvonne Dumsday on 634 863 or watch for posters
around the village.
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Swanland Twinning Association
www.swanland.info/lestrem.htm

Our friends from Lestrem are visiting us again on May 1st - 3rd. We
would be grateful to hear from any homes that would be willing to host one, two or
more members of the party. Entertainment is organised for the weekend, featuring
a quiz evening on Friday and a visit to Burton Agnes on the Saturday. On Saturday
evening there will be a concert given by the choirs of Lestrem and Swanland U3A
in the School Hall. The French will depart Sunday morning. Please contact either
Marion or Brendan Riley on 632 652 if you can help or are interested.

Newsletter Deliverers
Angela Carpenter thanks all the willing
group of Newsletter deliverers. However
she would like more people to join so that
each person can have a smaller round and
there would be more people to call on when
a deliverer is away. If anyone can help
please call Angela on 634 595

Litter Picking
Litter picking round the pond is done
by 41 community minded folk, each
responsible for one week.  If another
11 people volunteered each person
would only need to do the duty once a
year.  Please contact Yvonne Dumsday
on 634 863 for more information.
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Swanland Neighbourhood Watch www.swanland.info/NHWatch.htm

Swanland Neighbourhood Watch was established over twenty years ago and continues
to be active within the village. The village is covered by about
thirty volunteer street co-ordinators who meet every four
months to review criminal activity. A Police Officer attends
meetings to answer questions about security and present
the latest crime reports.

More volunteer co-ordinators are needed in the following
areas: Stratton Park, Todds Close, Humberdale Close,
Greenstiles Lane, Styles Croft, Greenacres, Woodside,
Easonby Close, Mere Way, Main Street, West End, Priory Close,
Northdale Park, Waudby View, Crowther Way/Close, Chantry Way East, Queensbury
Way, Dale Close, West Leys Road, Kemp Road, and St. Mary’s Walk. The next
street co-ordinators meeting has been arranged for Thursday 7th May 2009 7.30pm.
at Christ Church.

Residents should report any suspicious activity or actual crime in progress to the
police by calling 999. For lesser emergencies telephone Brough Police 578 910
(answer phone ). The Non-Emergency Number is 0845 606 0222.

Keep your curtains/blinds closed after dark
when the lights are on. Do not leave
valuables in a car overnight and keep
garage doors locked. Burglars do not like
Alarms, Dogs and Nosy Neighbours. For
further information contact David Morris
631 909.

Beech Hill Road, Swanland
Tel 01482  633 670
Fax 01482  634 064

www.swanlandnurseries.co.uk
e-mail: info@swanlandnurseries.co.uk

A friendly welcome
awaits you at

Swanland Nurseries

We are open
every day

Rainwater from the Village Hall
roof replenishing the pond
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Swanland and the Sea  Part 4: The Fish Dock

The memories of two “Swanlanders” - Graham Latter - ChargeHand Fitter at
Humber St Andrews and Mal Cracknell - Apprentice and then a Fitter with
Humber St Andrews, Hepton Brothers and Hellyer Brothers.

Trawlers sailing from St Andrews Dock were supported by a huge and diverse
industry ashore.

They had to be unloaded, repaired and provisioned before their next voyage to Arctic
waters. “Bobbers” landed the catch, filleters processed the fish, nothing was wasted,
the remaining offal was processed at Hull Fish Meal Company - it was this factory,
not the fish market, that gave off the pervading “fish dock smell”.  A disgusting
mixture of chicken heads, feet and other parts were also processed!

Each trawler company had its own shore-
based engineers supplemented by Humber
St Andrews Engineering Company.
“Umbers” had an astonishing array of skills
- fitters, turners, brass finishers, boilermakers,
sheet metal workers, electricians,
blacksmiths, sail makers, ship wrights, life
boat builders, ships chandlers and
upholsterers. It had its own slipways and
motor transport.

They also built small vessels, tugs and
coasters. The pictures show the
construction of a canal narrow boat for
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme
(recognise anyone?).

There was nothing beyond the skills of
the craftsmen that could not be repaired
or manufactured and “Guvvy” jobs were very popular.

Another perk was being able to purchase a cheap fry of fish off the market.

Continued >>
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After each trip the ships’ engineers
would present a list of repairs; if the catch
was poor often the trawl winch would
be blamed. Many winches with nothing
wrong would be stripped down and re-
assembled for this reason.

Worse still if the skipper blamed the
propeller and wanted it changed, all the
work had to be completed in 3 days for
the ship to be ready to sail again for a 3
week trip (the larger freezer trawlers
worked on longer voyage cycles).

Within a few hours of landing a team of
skilled tradesmen would be busy

Swanland and the Sea  Part 4: The Fish Dock

repairing the hull and machinery, often
sending parts ashore to the workshops.

One of the jobs the fitters dreaded getting
was working in the vicinity of the cod liver
boilers in the stern of the trawler which
reeked of cod liver oil (another was
working on the offal conveyors at Hull

Fish Meal!).

Working on the fish dock involved long
hours, with many dirty jobs to do, but there
was a great camaraderie among the men
that is lacking in industry today and a
sense of humour that would not be
considered “PC” today - but it didn’t do
anyone any harm!

Swanland Playing Field Association
www.swanland.info/playingfield.htm

Contacts Owen 633 141 owenmward@hotmail.com

 Lisa Weldric 632 772

Planning for the summer gala is already well under way. It will be accompanied by a
7 a side football competition. This as usual will begin at a slightly earlier time than the
Gala itself. The Gala will take place on Sunday 12th July beginning at 12 noon when
of course it will be warm and sunny as usual!

A full timetable of events will be advertised at a later date but police dogs, birds of
prey demonstration, under 5’s mini Olympics, a dance demonstration by local
youngsters, and a local band have all agreed to participate. During the gala the new
Multi Purpose Ball Court will be in use for a girls’ netball tournament, mini soccer
skills classes and a junior basketball game.

There will also be the usual favourites, bouncy castle and slide, Pimms tent, tuck
shop, cake stall and lots of new stalls and games.  The events taking place depend on
the number of people prepared to help. The more volunteers the less time each of
them is needed.

Please consider whether or not you can contribute a couple of hours on this one
occasion for the benefit of children in the village.
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Swanland Show - 2009       www.swanland.info/swanlandshow.htm

Swanland Village Hall  www.swanlandvillagehall.info

Help fund this Newsletter
Help make this free Newsletter self-financing.  If  you offer a service to
Swanland Residents why not advertise here? Classified ads cost  just £10

and quarter page display adverts from £35.
Tel 632 276 or e-mail newsads@swanland.info

Our thanks to our existing advertisers - please support them.

Swanland Show will be held on Saturday, 12th September 2009, at
St. Barnabas Church Hall. The Schedules, giving full details of all
classes, should be available by early May. One new section added
this year is for Fruit:

Three dessert apples    Three cooking apples      Five plums

Three sticks of rhubarb    Nine raspberries    Any other fruit

A plant sale, to raise funds for the Show, will be held on Saturday 9th May, 9.30 -
11.30 a.m., in the Village Hall.

 Swanland Village Hall continues to add to its facilities. Blackout blinds are to be
installed on the eight Velux windows in the roof of the Main Hall, hopefully by June
this year. The blinds will be paid for by funds from our “100” Club and possibly a
grant.  The batteries, which power the motorised blinds, will be re-charged by solar
power. The blinds will enable events such as the popular Swanland Screen film
shows to be staged in the light spring and summer evenings.

Most of the regular activities on offer to the public in the Village Hall continue to
thrive, but we are always looking at adding to the variety and choice.  At present
there is no Aerobics class - can anyone suggest someone who would be prepared to
run such a course?  If anyone can suggest other courses or knows someone who is
already offering them elsewhere, please let us know.  Contact Marion Riley 632 652
or John McKain on 632 159.

We need and value feedback from users of the Village Hall.  Our Annual General
Meeting in the Village Hall at 7pm on Wednesday 29th July is your opportunity to
meet the trustees, ask them questions or make your suggestions.



10

SVA Newsletter - Spring 2009

Village Signs For Swanland
The SVA  has commissioned two village signs for
Swanland, designed by Linfoots of Beverley. They
depict a Swan on a blue background in an oval
gold frame. The signs measure approximately one
metre across with the village name in green and
gold underneath. They should be ready in early
summer. It is thanks to all SVA members that we
can now go ahead.

The village has many entrances and it is hoped that other entry
signs can be erected. They cost £1500 each so funds will have to be raised. Our
thanks go to Harry Sidwell, who has very kindly volunteered to host the first event
with a Summer Garden Party at his home on Sunday 14th June, the proceeds will go
towards the third sign.

If anyone has any further fundraising ideas or wishes to sponsor a sign, please contact
any SVA committee member, whose names are on our web page http://
www.swanland.info/committee.htm  Please contact Jan Rogerson on 634 583 if
you would like to view the sign.

Security  Warning  - Hotel Key Cards
Magnetic hotel key cards contain the following information:

Customer’s name

Customer’s partial home address

Hotel room number

Check-in and out dates

Customer’s credit card number and expiration date!

This is available to any one with simple scanning equipment, who can then use the
details fraudulently. The information remains on the card until over written with the
details of a new guest. But until the card is rewritten for the next guest, it is usually
kept in a drawer at the front desk with YOUR INFORMATION ON IT!

The bottom line is:  Keep the key cards, take them home with you or destroy them.
NEVER leave them behind in the room or room wastebasket or in the trash can at
an airport, and NEVER turn them in at the front desk when you check out of a
room. A small magnet passed across the magnetic strip several times erases
everything on the card.
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Website Funding
The Swanland Village website is entirely self financing thanks to the

local businesses who are sponsoring it this year - please support

Articles and Letters to the Editor should be sent to
portal.briars@virgin.net or sent to  Pam & Wallace Portal

The Briars, Beech Hill Road HU14 3QY
in electronic format please.

PLEASE NOTE - DEADLINE for next Newsletter is end of May 2009

We cannot guarantee to publish articles (maximum 300 words)
or  letters and reserve the right to edit them.

Possible Yard Sale
Don’t throw anything out! There may be
another Yard Sale in September this
year. See the next Newsletter for details.

Beverley Bus Service 144
Every Tuesday and Friday the Bus leaves
Swanland Pond 0938 and arrives
Beverley 1024 (via Castle Hill Hospital
at 0957). Returns from Beverley at 1230
(Hospital 1257) and arrives at the pond
at 1316.

Blood Donors Needed
Many Swanlanders regularly attend
sessions run by the National Blood Donor
Service at venues around here but more
might be tempted to do so if there was a
session in Swanland. If anyone is
interested contact Yvonne Dumsday for
further information on 634 863

Walking in Yorkshire
There’s no doubt about it, walking is good
for you.  Strong scientific evidence now
supports the many benefits to health of
regular walking – it is recommended that
we take at least 10,000 steps a day.

So, how do you find out what is on offer?
John Harris, a keen walker, got fed up
with the lack of information on walks in
the County. So, he decided that if he
couldn’t find what he was looking for –
he had better create it! Now the website
www.walkinginyorkshire.co.uk provides
you all the information you need for the
best walking in the County.

Details of more than 350 walks to
download and print free, details of all the
Somerset walking groups, maps and walk
books – plus loads more information.
Check out the website and get walking!
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Name (first person)

Name (second person)

Address

E-mail address/Telephone number (optional)

Cheque/Cash or Standing Order enclosed  (£2 per person)  Please put a cross
here if you object to any of the above details being kept on our Database

SVA Membership Application/Renewal

Just fill in the form below and post it (or
drop it through the letter box) at

 23 Manor Road HU14 3NZ

Its just £2 per head (cheques payable to
Swanland Village Association). Make our
job easier by payinfg by Standing Drder.

You will receive a membership card.

WEBLINK
www.sva.karoo.net/joinsva.htm

The SVA Newsletter is published 3 times a year and distributed free to every household in Swanland.
Print costs are met by the SVA and a limited number of local advertisements.

Forward  information, letters or articles to the Editors
Pam & Wallace Portal 631 567 e-mail portal.briars@virgin.net

Advertisment Enquiries - 632 276   Set & formatted by  Design & P Design & P Design & P Design & P Design & Prinrinrinrinrinttttt  632 276
To receive regular news updates from the SVA website e-mail website@swanland.info

Your
 Village Association
needs your support

Please join us

Sympathy
Flowers

Happy
Birthday

You've
passed!

Wreaths

the pond, swanland, HU14  3PE

(01482) 631 071
email: info@peppertreeflorist.co.uk

www.peppertreeflorist.co.uk

  anniversary flowers

    birthday flowers

      love you flowers

        wedding flowers

          funeral flowers

the peppertree florist


