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From the Chair of the Village Association
Swanland Village Association
has continued to work hard over
the winter months on behalf of
the local community.
At the AGM in November, Jan
Rogerson, the chair of the village
association for many years, stood
down from this position.
Fortunately, the village association did not lose all her valuable knowledge
and experience as she has remained on the committee as vice chair to help
me through the transition. We all thank her for her hard work over the
years. We have welcomed three new committee members Michelle Johns,
Amanda O’Brien and Margaret Dunn. If you would like to get involved we
still have a vacancy on the committee. Will Hardcastle from Omya quarry
at Melton gave a very interesting talk and the evening ended with cheese
and wine. Many thanks to Will for giving up his evening to talk to us.
Following the Covid pandemic, activities in Swanland are slowly
returning. Swanland Screen restarts in May, the Pond Partnership has
resumed its maintenance days and the gardening group is preparing for
summer planting. Open Gardens is on Sunday 17 July. Regular litter
picking continues to help keep the village centre clean. The welcome packs
for new residents have had a revamp. The newsletter, delivered free to
every household, keeps residents up to date. This all helps to keep
Swanland a thriving and vibrant community.
The highlight of the summer is Swanland Jubilee Festival. This will take
place over the extended Jubilee weekend at the beginning of June, when
we can all celebrate together. The programme of events is included in this
newsletter.
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Membership continues to be a cause for concern. Membership is only £2
per person and is excellent value. We are reintroducing business
membership at £5. Membership details are on the back page and in the
Festival Programme.
Please Join and Support Your Village Association.
New volunteers are always welcome to join any of our groups. In addition
I am looking for volunteers to help re-launch Swanland Live in
September. If you can help please contact me or one of the committee
members.
Christine Walker 637 085 email: cw@swanland.info

Swanland Village Association Committee
Chair
Vice Chair
Treasurer
Minute Secretary
Membership
Secretary
Newsletter
Editor
Litter Picking
Rota
Welcome Packs +

Christine Walker
Jan Rogerson
David Walker
Janet Selvage

637 085
634 583
637 085

cw@swanland.info
jr@swanland.info
dw@swanland.info
js@swanland.info

LouiseMacfarlane

632 800

lmac@swanland.info

Marion Escreet

632 903

newsletters@swanland.info

Christine Walker

637 085
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Business
Membership

Michelle Johns

07909870 316
712 537

mj@swanland.info

Margaret Dunn
Amanda O’Brien

md@swanland.info
mo@swanland.info

Swanland Badges
Swanland beautiful enamelled brooch badges
for sale – only £4.50 each.
All profits to Swanland Village Association
funds.
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Swanland Screen
After the long days of Covid-19 the
Village Association, in conjunction with
the trustees of Swanland Village Hall are
to restart Swanland Screen, supported by a
“Do it For East Yorkshire “ Community
Grant from the local authority. The aim of this grant is to
support community activities, as we emerge from the past two years of
Covid pandemic.
We have selected three films to be shown in May, June and July.
No Time To Die-21 May. Mothering Sunday-18 June . Respect-16 July

We are able to offer these as FREE ENTRY but places are limited and prebooking is necessary. Start is at 7.30pm. Refreshments will be available.
To book contact: Christine cw@swanland.info or 637 085 to book.
We anticipate commencing Swanland Screen in full from September with
a full programme of films through into next year.
Tickets will then cost £5 each.

Welcome Packs
The welcome packs delivered by the volunteers to new
residents of Swanland have been given a make-over to
ensure that all the information is current and up to date.
These can now be ordered directly from the website
welcompack@swanland.info or from:
our welcome pack co-ordinator - Michelle Johns mj@swanland.info
If you are new to the village and we have missed you please ask for a pack
to be delivered.
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The Gardening Group
Open Gardens – we are organising an Open Gardens day for the village
on Sunday 17 July 2022
To make it a really good day we would
like a few more people to open their
gardens on that day. Your garden, whether
it is large or very small, will have
something of interest in it to other people.
If you can help us out please contact:
Janice Baldwin 07742 187 931
website@swanland.info
The gardening group (about 5 of us at the
moment!) meet at the pond most Tuesday mornings at about 9.15am. We
keep the flower beds, tubs and hayracks looking good and now we are
planning the summer bedding.
Please come and join us –‘many hands make light work’!

Swanland Pond Partnership (SPP)

We are very grateful to the volunteers who helped us with our autumn and
spring maintenance days. This is essential work to maintain good water
quality and a suitable habitat for wildlife it also provides an attractive
community space that we can all enjoy. All of this work is carried out by
SVA volunteers not ERYC; so please consider adding your name to the
volunteer list.
It’s very rewarding work and there are a range of jobs for everyone. Please
contact Alyson on 634168 or alyson@swanland.info if you’d like to help
in Sept/Oct 2022.
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To celebrate the Queens Jubilee, the SVA and Pond Partnership have
jointly funded several bird homes and bat boxes for the area around the
pond. Three “roosting” pockets have also been installed in the rear
shrubbery to provide additional shelter or nesting opportunities.

Bats can often be seen flying around the pond in the summer so we hope
they may choose to take up residence!
The SPP are very grateful to everyone who supports our duck grain feeding
programme. We encourage the feeding of grain rather than bread
because it’s much better for the water quality of our pond and the health of
the wildlife in it – hence the two signs at the pond. Most people choose to
support our ‘feed grain rather than bread’ message. It is however very
sad to hear that some people throwing loaves of bread into the water have
been very rude and offensive to other villagers and volunteers who have
politely drawn attention to the signs.
We particularly struggle with water quality issues because we are totally
reliant on rainfall as our water source. We also have a leakage issue, so we
do not retain all the water that nature provides. A lot of the rainfall enters
the pond from the road, so it also comes with added pollutants. This
combination, coupled with a relatively shallow pond and muddy pond bed
means we are fighting a constant battle to maintain good water quality.
Bread in the water creates further problems as it encourages bacteria and
algal blooms which reduce the oxygen levels in the water making it
problematic to our fish and other aquatic invertebrates. Algal blooms create
an unpleasant stagnant smell and colour to the water when they occur.
Bread is not a natural source of food for water birds.
Although ducks and geese can digest bread, it can leave
them feeling full without their having gained the
nutrients, vitamins, and minerals they need from their
natural food. Decomposing bread can also attract
vermin, especially rats.
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Litter Picking
Many thanks to all the volunteers who
continue to support Swanland Village
Association with litter picking. This can
be either turning up to help at one of the
whole village litter picking sessions or
help to keep the village centre litter free
on a rota basis once every eight months.
We are always looking for more
volunteers to add to the rota.
The last whole village litter-picking event in March was part of Keep
Britain Tidy Spring Jubilee campaign. We managed to get round most of
the village including all the main arterial roads. Volunteers made a
fantastic effort and litter picked down Kemp Road, West Ella Road,
Tranby Lane, the whole length of Dale Road and Mill Road. A big
THANK YOU to all who gave up their Saturday morning to help with this.
The roadside ditches remain a problem, and we hope to tackle these during
the summer. It is disappointing to see how quickly litter builds up.
Please use the bins provided or take your litter home.
The next whole village litter picking days are: Saturday 28 May - the weekend prior to Swanland Festival.
Saturday 9 July - the weekend prior to Swanland Open Gardens.
Saturday 24 September.
All are welcome! Meet at the pond at 10am. All equipment provided.
For further information contact: Christine on 637 085 or email:
cw@swanland.info

Fly Tipping
Since the start of Spring there has been a noticeable increase in fly tipping
in the area of Occupation Lane, Great Gutter Lane (Swanland Dale) and
Dale Road. These roads seem to have become the ‘go to’ area to dump
household waste, which should be taken to the tip. It started with a lorry
load of rubbish at the entrance to the bridle way on Great Gutter Lane
(Swanland Dale) between Occupation Lane and Dale Road. More appeared
on Dale Road before East Riding Council had removed this unsightly
dump. Also, three black bin bags were on the other side of Dale Road and
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Dale Road

Bridleway off Swanland Dale

three black bin bags at various intervals on Occupation Lane. This is
unacceptable. Please ensure you take your household waste to the tip or use
a licensed waste carrier. We want to keep the outskirts of Swanland and its
surrounding countryside a beautiful place.
Please report all fly tipping via the East Riding Council website:
www.eastriding.gov.uk
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Swanland Village Hall needs a Caretaker
Would you be
interested in
joining our
team at the
Village Hall?
We need somebody to help and support
the caretakers and cleaner at the hall,
carrying out these roles during periods
of sickness and holidays.
The Hall can be open between 8 o’clock in the morning and 10 o’clock at
night and can need attention at any time. It is open 7 days a week with a
break for Christmas. Two caretakers on a job-share carry out the task of
looking after the people who use the hall. Most days the hall will need to
be visited three times a day, to unlock & setup and then put away & lockup
with a changeover at Lunchtime.
Primary duties include:
1) When the caretakers are not available, preparing the hall for each hirer
by laying out the furniture and equipment that is required, meeting and
greeting new and one-off Hirers and then tidying up at the end. There are
also some heavy cleaning tasks, for example buffing the floors weekly.
There will also be some minor maintenance.
2) When the cleaner is not available, maintaining the high standards of
cleanliness at the hall.
3) During times of sickness and holidays the amount of work is about 10
hours per week. There are some 90 days per year when somebody is on
holiday or unable to come into work.
The pay is £11.00 per hour.
The Village Hall needs somebody who is self-directing, reliable and
flexible, diplomatic, tactful and who cares about our community and the
people who use the hall.
If that person is you, then please ring:
Neil Bowerman on 07545 613 429 or email nb@swanlandvillagehall.info
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The Heritage Centre
The Heritage Centre has been very
busy since reopening at the beginning
of March on Saturday mornings from
10am to 12 noon. We are looking for
additional supervisors so that we can
also re-open on Friday afternoons.
Anyone interested please contact for details of what is involved:
Chairman Martin Parry mlp@dparry.karoo.co.uk 632 576
The Centre is looking forward to the Platinum Jubilee and the associated
Swanland 2022 Festival. The Centre will open on Saturday June 4th,
10am to 12 noon and 2 to 4pm for a display of memorabilia and
photographs from previous Swanland Village Royal Celebrations.
Please do visit us at the “Institute” by the Pond either on Saturdays 10 am
to 12 noon or at other times by appointment, for which contact either our
Chairman, Martin (see above) or
Secretary, Janet Barnes janet@pwb2.karoo.co.uk 633 286.
Please also see our webpage at www.swanlandheritage.info/index.html

Swanland WI
The President, Mrs Julia Deighton, was delighted to
welcome members face to face again after the long
absence of meetings caused by Covid.
Looking back, we enjoyed a Harvest Supper of fish and
chips last October, a handicraft evening making
Christmas decorations and gifts in November and a
Christmas Party in December. The January meeting was cancelled due to
bad weather and the omicron variant, however we had chatter and giggles
via Zoom. In February’s meeting we enjoyed experiencing scuba diving in
the Galapagos and in March we had our AGM and a day in York shopping.
In April we learned of the trials and pitfalls of writing and publishing
books for young children.
We have a varied and interesting programme of speakers for 2022/23 and
would like to invite ladies to join us.
Our meetings are at 7.30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the month.
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Swanland Show
After our first meeting in over 2 years, we voted almost
unanimously to run this year's show, although we are a
little low on committee members. There is a lot to organise,
but our chairman is pulling out all the stops to ensure we
run a successful show.
We have tweaked the class schedule that had been proposed for 2020 and
this is in the process of being designed and printed. Look out for free
copies in local shops/outlets, or view on the show website
swanlandshow.wordpress.com later on in the spring.
The show is a place where people can display their talents of home-grown
fruit, vegetables and flowers, handicrafts, home-baking/produce, artwork,
floral art, photography and a section just for children. It is a fun, lighthearted event, and is cheap to enter, with even the chance of winning some
token prize money or a trophy!
It will be held on Saturday 10 September at St Barnabas Church hall.
We are hoping for another great show as it will have been 3 years since the
last one. There will be refreshments available and we hope to run free
crafts for accompanied children.
For more information please contact the committee via the website.
Sarah Hayden

Swanland Bowls Club
As the new season approaches,
Swanland Bowling Club is looking for
new members. All ages and levels of
experience are welcome. Coaching
sessions will take place every Thursday
afternoon at 1.30p.m.when equipment
will be available if required.
If you have just moved to the village or have just retired and want a new
sporting challenge please contact the number below.
We have mens, ladies and mixed teams playing in local leagues and we
hope that newcomers will soon be challenging for places in the teams. We
also organise internal club events throughout the season as well as social
evenings which are very popular with members.
For further details please contact club secretary: Peter Dickinson 634 309
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The Portals of Beech Hill Road
Pam and Wallace Portal moved to Beech Hill
Road in 1967. They were both Doctors.
In 1987 they were involved in the creation of
the Swanland Preservation Society to object to
development on Beech Hill Road. In 1990 the
Society had changed and became the Swanland
Village Association (SVA). Wallace was SVA
secretary for many years and served on the
Parish Council.
Pam edited the SVA newsletter and was
chairman for a long time, stepping down in 2004.
Together with Elspeth and Colin Hotham they instigated regular gardening
around the village and a policy of planting bulbs and other plants wherever
suitable.
In 1992 the village entered the Yorkshire in Bloom Competition and came
second. Pam was the leader of the gardening team. In preparation for the
following year 2000 bulbs were planted at strategic points and roses were
planted round the pond.
In 1993 Swanland was designated a small country town and came third
equal in Yorkshire in Bloom. Pam’s team continued to work hard at
improving the village environment. There was more planting, especially
round the pond, and tubs of flowers began to appear, sponsored by various
local organisations.
Pam’s team kept on with their hard work and continued entering the
competition. Triumph came in 1997 when Swanland won three trophies
and swept the board in their class! 5 hundredweight of bulbs were planted
on the east side of Greenstiles Lane and Swanland won again in 1998.
Thousands more bulbs were planted for the following year.
Pam remained involved in the gardening in the village and continued
entering Yorkshire in Bloom for ten years, in spite of being up against
larger towns with much funding available.
In 2003 she handed over the running of the village gardening to Mal
Cracknell. In 2004 Swanland was awarded a silver medal and was invited
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to represent Yorkshire in the prestigious Britain in Bloom competition. It
was quite an honour - entry is by invitation only.
Pam and Wallace continued to work at village gardening until ill health
and infirmity forced them to stop in the spring of 2014.
Pam was an enthusiastic member of the U3A, joining in 1996. In 2017 the
U3A faced an all-too-common problem: there was no vice-chairman so
Pam, although she was not in good health, stepped forward and shouldered
the responsibility.
The family is having a memorial service on Saturday 27 August at 2pm
at St. Barnabas Church, followed by a gathering in the church hall.

Swanland Scouts
Last term at Scouts we completed the astronomer
and chef badges. We also went on a night hike
and went indoor caving up at Raywell.
Next term we’ll be doing our cycling and
fundraising badges. We are aiming to raise money
for some of the Scouts to go to Austria in 2023,
where they will be taking part in various activities
including white water rafting and making new
friends with international scouts!!
Our latest fundraising effort is a 1200 mile static bike ride involving
everyone in our group. We’re doing this as this is the distance between us
and Austria, and everyone from Scouts, Cubs and Beavers will be taking
part at our weekly meeting between now and July. If anyone would like to
donate we have a GoFund me on our Facebook at the moment and we’ll be
posting updates of our challenge on there!!
We are also hoping to hold some more fundraising events such as a BBQ
and a Quiz in the near future, so keep your eyes peeled for our
announcements.
At the moment we have spaces in our Scout group, so if anyone aged 1014 would like to join us we meet on a Wednesday evening between 7-9pm
at the Swanland Scout hut near the playing fields.
Please contact us at gsl@ferribyswanlandscouts.org.uk
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Christ Church Food Bank Donation Point
Regular coffee mornings have restarted at
Christ Church after a long closure due to
Covid19. Everyone is welcome!
We are now trying to encourage people to give
cash donations direct to the Food Bank.
Alternatively, in most supermarkets, you can
leave items at a designated point in the store for delivery direct to the Food
Bank. If you would like to contribute to the Food Bank and you are unable
to do it any other way then your gifts can be left at:
Christ Church (by the pond) during Coffee Mornings from 10am until
12noon on Saturdays.
If you wish to make a donation of money to cover the costs of buying,
sorting and distribution of food, as well as developing sustainable projects,
donation forms are available at Christ Church or on the Foodbank website.
This also includes an up to date shopping list of all items required.
http://hull.foodbank.org.uk/resources
The demand for food is much higher than donations so please continue to
help those who are struggling through difficult times in Hull and the
surrounding area.
For further information please contact: Mike Burman on 631 131.

Business Membership
Do you run a business in Swanland? If so, we invite you to join the SVA
Business Membership Scheme. For just £5 p.a. you will be supporting
the Village Association which has many volunteers who maintain
Swanland in different ways. We will give you a sticker to put in the
window of your premises, to say 'thank you' for helping the SVA.
Some residents spend a lot of their time volunteering to make sure that
Swanland continues to be a lovely place in which to live. We litter pick,
plant flowers, look after the village pond, arrange social events, run the
local cinema, and liaise with other groups in the village too. Also, there are
quite a few volunteers who work very hard behind the scenes.
If you are interested in joining this village group then please contact either
Jan Rogerson or Michelle Johns - see Page 2 for contact details.
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Swanland u3a
In December, Swanland u3a
celebrated its 25th Birthday with
Carols and Cake. – many thanks
to the choir and volunteers. A
celebratory booklet and website
section was produced linking
1996 and 2021. What has remained the same is our commitment to enable
all retired people to maintain their current interests and develop new ones
in a friendly atmosphere. We have now returned to live meetings and
Thursday lectures where speakers have included a former BBC producer
and several of our members. We are looking forward to a summer concert
from our excellent choir, another Christmas event and learning about the
ongoing work of our Interest Groups - all 50 of them!
See us at the Swanland Festival with our new publicity or visit our website:
www.swanlandu3a.org.uk
Our aim is simple: ‘Learn, Laugh, Live!’
For more information or to join: email info@swanlandu3a.org.uk

‘Thank you’ from Yvonne Dumsday
Having been connected with so many of Swanland's
organisations during the twenty-plus years we lived
in the village, just because I enjoyed being involved
and was proud to be a part of what they achieved. It
therefore seems an undeserved honour to be
presented with an amazingly and stunningly
beautiful wire statue of an owl at a recent gathering.
However, I am so delighted to be able to have this
mounted now in my garden in our new home in the Pennines. It’s close to
the special Swanland Apple trees that I received previously. I would like
everyone connected with this idea to know just how very grateful I am.
I am so thankful that, after my husband died, the village rallied round to
support me and all the groups with which I was involved kept me occupied
and fulfilled and they have resulted in my now having so many good
friends – to all of you I send my grateful thanks.
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Swanland Neighbourhood Watch
Gardens, sheds, garages and driveways:
Don’t leave tools, gardening equipment, toys, bikes, scooters, barbeques
etc unattended in front gardens and accessible back gardens, on drives or in
open garages. Items are regularly taken as ‘scrap’ by people driving round
the area in vans.
Scams: Numerous scams are operating via email, text message, telephone
and by post. Recent ones include Inland Revenue/National Insurance
claims, excess postage payments for parcel deliveries, TV licences, and
‘compromised’ bank accounts. Fake websites for holiday
bookings/insurance and festival tickets also exist.
Forward scam texts to 7726 (free) and scam emails to
report@phising.gov.uk. Never be rushed into responding to unsolicited
messages; if in doubt check with Action Fraud: 0300 123 2040 or
www.actionfraud.police.uk.
For information on Swanland NHW and free No Cold Calling stickers
contact Deborah Parry: 632 576; dparry@inbox.com.
Visit the NHW display by the Pond on Saturday 4 June.

17

SVA Newsletter –Spring 2022

Jamie Loncaster Memorial Fund at CRY:
14 March 2022 marked seven years since losing Jamie. It’s
still heart-breaking to write those words, let alone accept the
reality. Jamie would be turning 21 this year, but we are
humbled that so much has been donated to allow his legacy of
heart screenings for young people to continue.
Cardiac Risk in the Young joined us at South Hunsley School in midApril and carried out 186 heart screenings for young people aged 14-35.
We have another 200 places in October 2022. We have now screened
1,750 young hearts in this area! Please follow our social media feeds to be
kept updated.
During 2021, Swanland resident Jean Lawrence
supported Jamie’s Fund at CRY as her chosen charity for
her Ladies Captaincy year at Brough Golf Club. Alongside
Glenn Dunn (Men’s Captain), an amazing £4,432.50 was
raised.
Full details are available on the news page of our website:
www.jamieloncaster.co.uk or scan this QR code with your phone and
follow the link.
Thank you for your continued love and support. #JamieRemembered

Mires Beck Nursery at North Cave
Plants Ready Now! We have a whole range of plants ready
for you including some new varieties of Echinops, 2 new
varieties of Aquilegias, and more Alstroemerias. We have
new roses, new grasses, and climbers! There is also a new user friendly
path.
Our cafe opening has had to be postponed due to Covid 19 – watch for
further updates on this on our Facebook page. It will use produce from the
fruit and vegetable garden grown by the service
users and volunteers. The café will be supported by
The Friends of Mires Beck.
We are having an Open Day on Saturday 12 June
2022.
If you are interested in being an employee or volunteering for us, please go
to our vacancies page on our website: www.miresbeck.co.uk
Nursery opening hours: Monday to Sunday 10am to 4pm
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Development Update - April 2022
The Bellway development (Swanland Grange) and the Redrow
development (Swanland Heights) on West Leys Road are both nearing
completion. New residents should note that these are names given by the
developers and are not part of their address. This should be their house
number, road name and post code, and will start with HU14 ###.
The Westfield Farm development, for another 150 houses, was finally
allowed last year in spite of ERYC appealing to the High Court. However,
this is only an OUTLINE application and no construction can take place
until FULL PLANNING PERMISSION is granted. The developers have 2
years to apply for this.
It is hoped that the disputed access issue may be addressed during the
detailed application when residents can make their views known.

Swanland Tennis Club
New members are offered a ½ hour free coaching session with our club
coach. Teo organises group and private coaching sessions for all ages
and abilities year round.
Further details can be found at Swanland Lawn Tennis Club / Swanland
Lawn Tennis Club Home (lta.org.uk)

Ukraine
Although this is not a local issue, the entire
civilised world has been horrified at Russia’s
brutal invasion of Ukraine. Here are some ways
you can help:
Offer a home for people fleeing Ukraine as part
of the Homes for Ukraine Scheme.
http://ukstandwithukraine.campaign.gov.uk
Donate money to the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal run by the Disasters
Emergency Committee (DEC), a group of UK charities that provide urgent
relief where it is most needed. The charities provide food, water, shelter
and healthcare to refugees and displaced families.
http://dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
Please donate supplies, such as food, clothes and medical equipment, or
volunteer your time.
19

SVA Newsletter –Spring 2022

YOUR
Village Association needs
your support!
Please join us
Just fill in the form below
and deliver or post it to:
Louise Macfarlane, 15 Mill Rise, Swanland
HU14 3PN
or to:
David & Christine Walker
3 Holgate Place, Swanland HU14 3QX
(opposite Cherubs shop)
It’s just £2 per head (cheques payable to
Swanland Village Association). Make our
job easier by paying by Standing Order.

YOUR Next Newsletter
Articles and requests to give notification
of forthcoming events should be sent in
electronic format please to the Editor at:
newsletters@swanland.info
The Newsletter is distributed to ALL
houses in Swanland, making it ideal for
local advertising.
PLEASE NOTE: The deadline for next
Newsletter to be published in Autumn will
be 19 September 2022. Details also shown
on the village website:
www.swanland.info
We cannot guarantee to publish articles
(maximum 150 words) and reserve the
right to edit them. We welcome
photographs to print where appropriate.

You will receive a membership card.

SVA Membership Application/Renewal
Name (first person) ________________________________________
Name (second person) ______________________________________
Address __________________________________________________
E-mail address/Telephone number ___________________
Cheque/Cash (£2 per person) or request Standing Order form.

The SVA Newsletter is published and distributed free to every household in Swanland.
Print costs are met by the SVA and a limited number of local advertisements.
Forward information or articles to the Editor
e-mail: newsletters@swanland.info
To receive news updates from the village website: e-mail website@swanland.info
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