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PREFACE 
 
 One year ago the first volume of A New History of Swanland, containing descriptions 
of the village during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, was published. This, the 
second volume of three, features the history of the village school and one writer’s 
memories of village life during the twentieth century. 
 
The six members of Swanland village history group have continued to advise the two 
principal writers during production of the finished text and these members are still 
involved in researching material for the final volume. 
 
Archives used for the article on the village school have been mainly the school 
logbooks and the minutes from the managers’ meetings. As the school’s initial 200 
years was under the auspices of the Independent Chapel (now Christ Church), the 
chapel records, prepared by the Reverend Whitehead in 1900, have also been 
consulted. There has been some input from photographs collected since the 
millennium celebrations in the village, from the annual reports of the current school 
governors and from conversations with current school staff members. 
 
The twentieth century writing relies heavily on oral tradition and memory, with 
support from written archives collected during the life of the writer.  There has also 
been input from resources held in the East Riding and Hull archives. 
 
Material being researched for the next volume in the series includes a history of the 
churches in the village, life in Tudor and Stuart times and the character of the village 
in medieval times.  As resources for these earlier periods in history are limited and 
scattered countrywide, this volume is proving more difficult to produce.  The aim is, 
however, to publish the third volume late in 2004. 
 
The compilers of the present volume are Shirley Dalby, (The School) and Derek 
Brooks, (The Twentieth Century).  Derek Brooks has assembled the final text and 
images. The other members of the group are John Holmes, Linda Collier, Yvonne 
Dumsday and Glenys Thompson. 
 
This volume, like the first, is complementary to the fascinating Recollections of 
Village Life compiled and published some years ago by J & C A Wheeler. 
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THE SCHOOL 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Swanland’s village school dates from 1693.  Its origins are closely linked with those 
of the Independent Chapel which managed the school from its inception at the end of 
the seventeenth century until early in the twentieth century.  At this time, along with 
most schools in the country, the Local Authority, in this case the East Riding, 
assumed responsibility for the teaching in the school; the buildings however remained 
the responsibility of the chapel, through the school’s managers, until 1930.  It then 
became a full Council School and gradually evolved to the Local Authority Primary 
School of today. 
 
The changes experienced in the school, during this period, mirror those that occurred 
nationwide.  Schooling, for which parents originally had to pay, has become free.  
Pupil numbers have increased from perhaps 12 to 365 in October 2002. School 
buildings have increased in size, comfort and facilities provided.  The curriculum 
offered has widened extensively from the original emphasis on reading, writing, 
arithmetic and religious studies, to one that uses information and communications 
technology to facilitate the learning of all subjects. It is hoped that readers will find 
interest in the following description of much of this change 
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EARLY HISTORY      
                  
Several accounts have been written which encompass the early history of education        
in the village and the development of the school. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 However the present 
author feels that it may be helpful and interesting to have the history of education in 
the village in one continuous, self-contained account. 

 
It was in 1693 that a chapel was erected on the present site of Christ Church.   This 
occurrence followed the expulsion of the Rev. Samuel Charles from the Presbyterian 
Chapel in Bowlalley Lane in Hull in 1683.   He retired to Welton and he travelled up 
and down the Wold country, preaching and speaking in farmhouses and elsewhere.3 
Swanland (which was Presbyterian) was listed amongst Yorkshire congregations in 
1688.   The deed for the original chapel dated 6th William III (i.e. 1693), states that 
William Shaw sold for 5/- the land whereon the chapel stood, empowering certain 
persons to receive from the congregation the annual rent of one peppercorn.   The 
deed also relates to the building of the schoolhouse, which dates back to the same 
time.   This schoolhouse was established to teach English and Latin to the boys and 
girls of Swanland, Ferriby, Anlaby, Hessle, Kirkella, Willerby, Melton and 
Elloughton.7 

 
The first account available of life in the school is that of Thomas Blossom, an early 
missionary of the London Missionary Society, who was born in Swanland in 1777.  
He wrote, in later years, a manuscript autobiography2 (see A New History of 
Swanland: The Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries, page 14) and includes a 
description of his experience of Swanland School: 8 

 
 “I was early sent to school (the day school attached to the chapel, which 
had existed since 1693) to the village schoolmaster, Mr. Peter Hodsman, 
and from the first was very much attached to him…. At that time 
Reading, Writing and Arithmetic was all that was attended to in village 
schools.  I never remember seeing a grammar in the school. Spelling, 
reading the scriptures, writing and arithmetic was all I ever learnt at the 
school.  We had to get Assembly’s Catechism and Dr. Watt’s Children’s 
Hymns, which we did principally at home, and repeated them to the 
minister on Sundays…The scholars were mostly farmer’s (sic) sons and 
others of the labouring class, both male and female, and the instruction 
we received was to fit us for the common business of that kind of life….”  

 
At this time and through to the end of the nineteenth century there was no compulsory 
attendance and it was frequently spasmodic. 
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Jeremiah Turner’s will, 14th July 1789, states: 9 

 
“dividends on £204  6s 10d to be paid to the minister’s clerk, who should 
act as schoolmaster, for which he should teach 12 poor children between 
the ages of 6 and 12 years reading and writing.  The children are 
appointed by the minister.”   

 
In 1798 a Sunday school was established at the chapel, run according to the ideas of 
Robert Raikes who had started one in Gloucester only nine years earlier.  This was 
the first Sunday school formed in the East Riding and was part of a nationwide 
development. Thomas Blossom is thought to have been of great assistance to the 
minister in the Sunday school’s early development.10  

 
Mr. J E Whitehead, Minister at the Independent Chapel from 1872-1899, gives a 
description of the original school building: 11 

 

“The old schoolhouse and vestry were a building of two storeys, cottage 
like in appearance, the upper storey being the schoolroom and the lower 
the vestry.  Both had direct communication with the chapel.  The arched 
recess in the chapel with the solitary pew, which now excites the curiosity 
of visitors, was the passage from the old vestry.” 
 

This building was left intact following the rebuild of the chapel in 1803, until 1854 
when the present north pavilion replaced it.  Mr. James Watson of Swanland Manor 
paid for this building and Mr. Christopher Ringrose gave land for it and the 
playground.11 
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It was in this period, in 1842, that Mr. Richard Witty became the schoolmaster, in 
addition to his duties as acting deacon at the chapel, local village registrar and 
surveyor of the roads.11 He continued as schoolmaster for 41 years.  Mr. Witty lived 
in the house on the corner next to the present post office.  The school still offered 
only an elementary education and was funded solely by the chapel and parental 
contributions.  Attendance was still voluntary but changes were to occur in 1871 
following the 1870 Education Act that introduced universal elementary education in 
England and Wales.  It is from this date that school managers’ minute books and 
logbooks are available and a much fuller picture of life in the school can be drawn.      

 
 

 
 
 

Fig. 1  Mr. Richard Witty 
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SCHOOL UNDER GOVERNMENT INSPECTION 

 

1871-1880 
 

The managers of the school in 1871 included some historically well-known names in 
Swanland: R B Ringrose, Esquire, John Todd, Esquire, J.P., Mr. Joseph Watson, R. 
Brough Watson, Esquire, Miss Eliza Todd and Reverend J E Whitehead, Minister of 
the Independent Chapel.12 

 
In 1871 the school was placed under Government Inspection and once a year had a 
rigorous inspection by an inspector appointed by the newly formed Board of 
Education.13 The inspection reports were received in the form of a table recording the 
attendance and results in tests of each individual child in the school.   Headings 
included age, date of admission to school, number of attendances for the year, which 
standard was the pupil tested in the previous year, which standard is he/she tested this 
year, examinations passed in reading, writing and arithmetic, special subjects.14 
Reports for Swanland School constantly show difficulty over getting the children to 
attend school regularly, in particular at a time when a crop had to be harvested, and a 
consequent low result in the tests for the pupil.  The managers were so concerned 
about the adverse effect of poor attendance on the results obtained by the children that 
they wrote to the Education Department to ask that: 

 
 “School examination by Her Majesty’s Inspector be held in month of 
February instead of May – the latter month being very unsuitable in 
consequence of many of the scholars being then employed in agricultural 
labour.”15 

 
The date was never changed.  There was a constant worry about the reduction of the 
Government grant because of this low attendance and each year inspectors threatened 
to reduce the grant if attendance did not improve.16 Such was the nature of Payment 
by Results.  At this time the number of pupils was 35 and this had increased to 54 by 
1875.17 

 
The managers had sole responsibility for the finances of the school.  Income 
consisted of the Government grant, subscriptions from individual managers and other 
better-off local residents and pupils’ pence which was levied from the parents of each 
pupil.  For example in 1872 the Education Department grant was £19 7s 0d, parents 
were charged 3d or 4d per head per week and the subscription received was under 
£50.18 In May 1873 the managers resolved to increase the subscription to £50.  The 
schoolmaster’s salary was made up of the school pence, £30 from the subscription 
and two thirds of the total Government grant.19 The proportional makeup of this 
salary was the subject of much change during these early years. 
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This was a difficult period for the school with many pressures for the schoolmaster.  
The school was overcrowded and the managers discussed building an extension 
although eventually they responded to the overcrowding by limiting numbers.20 There 
was the constant worry over the inspections’ results and comments from the 
inspectors about indiscipline.  Mr Witty records in the log, March 15th 1872:  

 
“The school continues to plod on, not with a prospect equal to a 
neighbouring school but yet some hope of success” and for April 19th “the 
vacancies in the first class on account of field work have increased this 
week until the numbers are little more than half, in the face of inspection 
it is a gloomy look out.” 21 

 
Despite the financial restraints the managers decided to advertise for an assistant 
female teacher for Mr. Witty, who was hard pressed.22 The first one was Miss Ruth 
Rutherford who was paid an annual salary of £30.23 Following her, a succession of 
assistants served in the school, most of whom stayed for only a short period and some 
of whom were forced to leave because of illness. 

 
In 1875 in response to the overcrowding and unsuitability of the old schoolroom 
attached to the chapel, John Todd, Esquire gave a piece of land and provided the 
funds for the building of a new school.24 This is the building behind the pond which 
many residents remember as the Adult Education Centre.  The corner stone, laid near 
the main entrance in 1875 by John Todd’s daughter, Maria, then aged 25, bears an 
inscription, 

 
 “Laid 10th June 1875 and enclosed herein were coins of the realm, copies 
of “The Times”, “The Christian World”, the “Hull and East Riding 
Congregational Magazine”  

 
and a document copy of which is: 

 
“During the year of 1874 the schoolroom of the Independent Chapel, Swanland used 
for both Day and Sunday school purposes, was found inadequate.  Many of the 
village children had to be declined admission and the attendance then reached the 
highest limit allowed by “H.M. Committee of Council on Education”.  The Managers 
met to consider what steps should be taken.  It was at this meeting that they were 
informed that John Todd, Esq., J.P. of Swanland Hall, offered to give a piece of land, 
build a school thereon, and furnish it at his own cost and to convey it to the Trustees 
to be used for Day and Sunday School purposes.  This munificent offer was gratefully 
accepted.  In recognition of the donor’s kindness his only daughter was requested to 
lay this memorial stone at which ceremony the Rev. J.E. Whitehead, Minister of 
Swanland Chapel, presented to her a silver trowel, bearing the following inscription 
‘Presented to Miss M.J. Todd by the Committee and Friends on occasion of her 
laying the memorial stone of Swanland School June 10th 1875.’ ”25  
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Fig. 2 The tablet outside the main entrance to the building 
 

The new schoolroom was formally opened on August 3rd 1876.  There was a public 
tea paid for by John Todd.  The log for 4th August 1876 records: 

 
“young people had a treat – ride to Welton Dale in waggons, tea feast, 
followed by games, distribution of nuts and toys, sending forth of 
splendid balloons in shape of elephants, donkeys etc. Brief religious 
dedication service in school room yesterday and vote of thanks with great 
enthusiasm to John Todd for ‘noble gift”26 

 
Although opening the new building temporarily solved the overcrowding, the 
fortunes of the school did not improve.   In 1877 there were six deaths amongst the 
scholars from diphtheria and another the next year.27 The Inspector’s report for 1878 
states that he is still looking for improvements in standards reached in all subjects and 
better teaching.28 In 1879 he stated that there had been an improvement in Arithmetic.  
The reading was dull and unintelligent. Handwriting careless.  Spelling poor.  Sewing 
deserves some praise.29 
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1880-1898 
 

By 1880 the curriculum had been extended to include History and Geography for the 
older pupils but this was curtailed by a minute from the managers, who asked:  

 
“that in consideration of the Inspectors’ report of this and previous years, 
Mr Witty be requested to discontinue the teaching of “Class subjects” 
(History, Geography, Grammar) and give his whole strength to the 
subjects imperatively required by the education code” i.e. those which 
were examined, reading, writing and arithmetic.30 

 
In 1881 the Inspector wrote: 

 
 “Infants and first standard do their teachers credit but in rest of school the 
only satisfactory subject is reading.  The discipline is poor.”31 

 
Mr. Witty responded in the log: 

 
 “The wretched report and the continued absence of scholars are 
constantly uppermost, and exercise a depressing effect on the Teacher’s 
mind”32 

 
In this comment we see the effect that the continual inspections had on teachers’ 
morale at this time.  However in 1882 things started to improve and the annual 
Inspector’s report included a favourable comment about Mr Witty’s effect on the 
school: 

 
 “the master deserves great credit for the improvements in it”33 

 
In this period, and for many years in the twentieth century, the monotony of the 
school timetable was relieved in the summer months by treats and outings, provided 
by various benefactors, for the children who attended the chapels in the village. Thus 
we read of visits to Cleethorpes, Bridlington and other resorts. 
 
These constant interruptions to routine caused some concern by the 1930s but in 1880 
they were welcomed.  

 
On 10th August 1883 Richard Witty retired owing to ‘age and infirmity’.34 He was 73.  
The managers wrote of their sympathy for his weakness and infirmity and separation 
from office, which he had held for 41 years. 

 
Mr. William Beynon from Llanelli commenced duties as master of the school on 22nd 
October 1883.35  His wife was appointed as the sewing mistress.  His early comment 
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was that he found the Arithmetic in the school very backward.  He introduced regular 
tests for the scholars and the inspection report of 1884 states:  

 
“A considerable improvement has taken place in the school and the 
master deserves great credit for effecting it in such a short time…The 
infants, six years of age are fairly advanced in prep work but the rest are 
backward.  The master cannot give them due attention with so many older 
children to teach.  There are too many desks in the classroom.  An 
assistant teacher should be engaged at once or a pupil teacher transferred 
from some other school.”36 

 
This prompted the appointment by the managers of a succession of pupil and student 
teachers during the 1880s and 1890s. 

 
In 1885 Mr. James Reckitt, who then was living in Swanland Manor, was requested 
to become a manager.37 He subsequently played an active role in this capacity. Indeed 
on 29th July the school closed to take part in a picnic in Swanland Manor’s grounds 
by invitation of James Reckitt.38 At Christmas time in 1891 all the children received 
presents from him in the form of books, instruments and colours and the 32 most 
regular attenders got money prizes. He also offered money prizes for good attendance 
for the following year, 5/- for full attendance to 11+ children and 1/- for under 11s.39 
He was knighted during 1894 as the minute books refer to him as Sir James Reckitt 
Bart. from that date.   

 
The inspection report of 1886 states:  

 
“In no class did the boys show a passable knowledge of Geography and 
payment for this subject cannot be recommended. Needlework fairly 
earns the recommendation of a higher grant.”40 

 
This shows the financial hardship caused by lack of success by the pupils during this 
time of Payment by Results. 

 
Financial matters continued to concern the managers who in 1887 were attempting to 
charge each child for a ‘Copy Book’ and for coal (6d per annum). The parents who 
had not paid by end of February in 1888 were to have their school fees raised by ½d a 
week per child.41 Another measure made to balance the books was the continual 
revision of the master’s salary but the managers’ minutes of 5th June 1889 mention: 

 
 “Miss Todd handed over money to balance the books.”42  

 
Miss Eliza Todd of Swanland Hall was always active on the managing board and 
supportive financially.  When she died in 1892 she made several endowments to 
Swanland chapel and school. Her brother, John Todd, had paid for the 1876 school 
building and later for the extension to the south side, which was made in 1894 for the 
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use of the Infants’ class.43 The architect for this extension was Alfred Gelder. 44 

Access to the school coalhouse and privy was by a private road to the east of the 
school, owned by John Todd, and the managers paid 1/- per annum for this use.43 

 
Mr John Todd, Esquire died on 25th March 1895, aged 82 and the managers recorded 
that they were under a great obligation to him as donor of the school and the site on 
which it stands and for the recent addition of a new classroom.  The minutes record: 

 
“The School Buildings will remain a monumental witness to the deep   
interest, he ever took in the welfare of the village.”45 

 
His death marked the end of an era in the village. 

 
In 1891 another important Education Act had been passed through Parliament which 
made schooling in elementary education free for every pupil and provided a fixed 
grant per pupil per annum.  Additionally, Local Education Authorities replaced 
School Boards and Swanland School joined the East Riding Authority. 

 
Throughout the 1890s several different attempts were made by managers and Head 
Master to improve attendance including notices to parents threatening a fine, visits of 
managers to parents of worst attenders, honourable mention cards ‘Never absent, 
Never late’ which gave slightly improved attendance, but generally attendance 
received adverse criticism in inspection reports.  The attendance officer was also 
approached but had little positive effect.46 
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1898-1903 
 

The managers in 1898 were: J D Davenport, Esquire who lived in London and later 
North Bar Without, Beverley (he soon resigned); Sir James Reckitt, The Manor, 
Swanland; A Barkworth, Esquire, Tranby House, Hessle; John Wingfield Todd, 
Esquire, (died at Dieppe, 20/09/1900) The Hall, Swanland; J. McIntosh Wares, 
Esquire, Swanland; Rev. J E Whitehead (retired 25th June 1898), Hessle; Rev. W St. 
Crickmer, the Parsonage, Swanland.47 

 
By 1899 the curriculum had developed considerably from the Reading, Writing and 
Arithmetic experienced by Thomas Blossom.  The log for the beginning of the 
academic year 189948 lists the topics for object lessons “Standard 1: Bear, Frog, the 
Swallow, a cottage garden oak tree, Coal, A penny, etc. Standards 2 and 3: Parts of 
the flower, butterfly, thermometer, Post office, lamps and their dangers, Water and 
Ice, the Dairy, the Moon etc.”  A museum was started in the school so real objects 
could be seen in object lessons.  

 
 The succession of pupil teachers continued to be employed at the school and 
sometimes a qualified assistant worked with the Infants’ class.  During the 1890s one 
pupil teacher was Ethel Beynon,49 the master’s daughter, another Fred Anderson50 
and another Margaret Kirby.51 All these subsequently became fully qualified assistant 
teachers.  The prospect of the Infant class improved when Miss Lily Hartley was 
appointed as assistant in 1900. 

 
The inspectors’ report, 1900, states: 52 

 
“The younger children are now in a promising state of efficiency having made 
decided and pleasing progress under the care of Miss Hartley.”   
  
 

 
 

Fig. 3  An early picture of boys from the school 
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The school treats continued and on 22nd May, 1900 the school closed for the 
afternoon and the scholars were invited by Miss Todd to Swanland Hall for tea and 
sports to commemorate the relief of Mafeking (Second Boer War).53 

 
In 1901 the managers felt it desirable to provide the day school with a fresh water 
supply for drinking and washing and this was laid on in December, the work being 
completed by Mr. Kirby, a village craftsman.54 Also in this year the Headmaster had 
discussion with the managers about a drop in salary because falling numbers of pupils 
had reduced the county grant.  The managers awarded a pay increase from the 
subscription fund of £4 12s 8d!54 

 
In 1902 three exceptional closures of the school are recorded.  One to celebrate the 
proclamation of peace in the Boer War, a second to prepare for the village’s 
celebrations with a dance and fireworks for the coronation of Edward VII and the 
third, for several days, because the Headmaster lost his voice!55,56 

 

 
 

Fig. 4  Girls from the school, early 1900s 
 

Following the resignation of Miss Hartley,56 Miss Susannah Hill of Kirkella, 
previously a teacher at the Charterhouse Infant School in Hull, was appointed in 
January 1903, to teach the Infants class. 57 This was the start of 34 years teaching at 
Swanland School.  By the time of the inspection in May, 1903 she had already made 
an impression and the report states:58 

 
 “The infants are kept in very good order under Miss Hill, and the 
instruction is making sound progress.” 

 
Annually she received commendations at inspection time.  The inspectors also stated 
that the staff must be strengthened.  Mr. L Andrews was appointed as a probationary 
teacher.59 
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VOLUNTARY NON-PROVIDED SCHOOL  
 

1903-1910 
 

In 1903, following consultation with the Board of Education in Whitehall, the 
managers resolved: 

 
“to carry on the school as a non-provided School,” 60 

 
and  elected as Foundation Governors: Rev. W. St. J Crickmer, Mr. Wares, Rev. J E 
Whitehead and Mr Barkworth. 60 This in effect meant that the upkeep of the school 
building was still the total responsibility of the managers and the newly formed East 
Riding Local Education Authority (L.E.A.) would fund the payment of teachers and 
teaching materials.  This year on 31st January 1903 a resolution in the managers’ 
minutes states that: 

 
“the resignation of Mr. John Wingfield Todd be accepted, but with 
considerable regret that the name of Todd disappears from the list of 
Managers.” 61 

 
 It was a new era for the managers who were now joined by representatives from the 
County and Parish councils. In 1904 these were respectively Mr. J. Westerdale and 
Mr T W Allen.62 The original Trust Deed for the school had to be slightly amended 
with respect to the number of managers under the new 1902 Act and forms of 
agreement from the L.E.A. about the curriculum were also slightly modified for 
Religious Instruction for which an insert clause was ‘scripture reading, explanation 
and prayer’63 

 
From this date the managers’ minutes reflect the increasing influence of the L.E.A. 
and the changing concerns of the visiting inspectors which now included ones from 
the L.E.A.  The latter were looking for suitable areas in which physical exercises 
could occur and suggested having the playground tarmacked and wanted an 
independent entrance for the Infants.64 The L.E.A. was treating the Headmaster 
harshly over his and his wife’s salaries and also was not releasing any of the income 
from Eliza Todd’s Endowment fund.64 This latter disagreement continued at least 
until 1930.  There were further alterations to the school building in 1904 including a 
new cloakroom, paving the playground, repair of the pond wall and additional 
ventilation.65,66 One can imagine that the last would be very welcome in an 
atmosphere of coal fires and oil lamps. In September 1904 evening classes were 
introduced but closed after three weeks because of lack of support.67 
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Fig. 5  Children by the pond with original school building 

 
In 1906, His Majesty’s Inspector (HMI) W. Munro wrote for the mixed (age) class:68 

 
 “Order continues to improve.  The handwriting and exercises on paper 
are creditable, but the children still fail to do themselves justice when 
under oral examination”  

and for the Infants’ class  
“This is an excellent class. Order and attainment are alike most 
creditable.”  

 
 Despite this good report, boys were still absenting themselves without permission to 
attend such functions as the meet of the local hunt at Swanland Hall in December 
1909, March 1910 and December 1913.69 

 

1910-1924 
 

In 1910 the managers received a letter from the Board of Education stating that the 
school was understaffed70 and this prompted the eventual appointment of Miss Ethel 
Goodhand who must have worked with Mr. Beynon in the mixed age classroom. On 
21st October 1910, teachers were informed by the Headmaster that no corporal 
punishment was to be allowed in the school, as complaints had been received from 
parents.71 
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At the end of 1910 preparations were made to introduce gardening into the 
curriculum.72  This was to become an important feature in the children’s education for 
many years, particularly during the years of the Second World War.  (See fig. 15.) 

 
Relationships between Mr. Beynon and his assistant Miss Goodhand had apparently 
deteriorated by March 1913 and, although the managers and the L.E.A. attempted to 
achieve reconciliation, both teachers resigned at the end of the month.73 The school 
had two temporary teachers, Mr. Birtles and Miss Wilson, until the beginning of June 
when Mr. James Lowe,74 from Peckham became head teacher with Mrs. Lowe as his 
assistant.  In May the school gardens were inspected by an HMI who was very 
pleased with the plots but an inspection report of the class work by HMI in May (at 
the time of temporary teachers) stated: 

 
“The school is not at present in a satisfactory condition.  The children are 
as a rule sturdy and intelligent by nature; conditions of work are 
comfortable, but nevertheless, the Infants section is the only section that 
reflects careful and effective teaching.”75 

 
 Once again the work of Miss Hill was praised. 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 6  Mr. Lowe with his class, 1913-14 
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The managers’ minutes for this period reveal that they were paying annually to have 
the walls of the classrooms painted, presumably because the smoke from the coal 
fires and oil lamps stained them.76 In 1914 Major Gleadow of the Grange was 
appointed manager to replace Mr Todd.77 In 1915 the staff’s salaries were listed: Mr J 
E Lowe, Head teacher, £125 p.a.  Mrs. Lowe, Assistant, £42 10s 0d p.a.  Miss Hill, 
Infants’ teacher, £47 10s 0d p.a. Caretaker, £11 p.a. and this included money for 
cleaning materials.78 Also this year the Training College wrote expressing a desire to 
use the school for the purpose of visits of observation by their students.78 

 

 
 

Fig. 7  Mrs Lowe with girls in Domestic Science, 1918 
 

It was the boys who tended the garden plots and by 1913 it was felt that the girls 
needed some parallel activity.  Discussions with representatives from County Hall 
about the introduction of domestic subjects resulted in postponing the start of any 
such activity.79 One assumes that suitable facilities must have presented an 
insurmountable problem.  These discussions continued for many years, at least until 
1916. 

 
The First World War seems to have made little impact on Swanland School, there 
being only four references to school closure because of air raids, one of which was 
described as a Zeppelin alarm.80 The school by this time had started to close for the 
pupils to visit Hull Fair in October and on 18th June 1917 it closed for the visit of 
King George V to Hull.81 

   
The influenza epidemic of 1918 was felt in Swanland, the school being completely 
closed on two occasions.  Although the Todds were no longer represented on the 
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managing body, Mrs. J W Todd of Swanland Hall visited the school annually in July 
during this period, to judge the girls’ needlework and award prizes.  

 
Practices for musical performances must also have taken place during a school day 
because in 1920 Mr Bull wrote to the managers complaining of the low standard 
achieved by his daughter owing to time being given to training for the school concert!  
He wanted the managers to ask Mr. Bickerstaff, Education Officer for the East Riding 
Council, how the standards of Swanland School compared with other schools of 
similar character.82 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 8  Christmas concert, 1919 
 

On 25th August 1920 Mr and Mrs. Lowe terminated their duties at the school83 and 
Mrs. Whittaker became Head teacher in October 1920.84 

 
The school progressed well under her leadership so the inspector’s report for 1922 
reads: 85 

 
 “Since the date of the last report the condition of the school has 
considerably improved and it may be regarded as satisfactory.   Discipline 
is effective and the children are happy and willing and they apply 
themselves to their lessons with intelligent interest and purpose.  The 
Infants are taught with much sympathy and with creditable results -”  
 

The children’s work was exhibited in the large village hall in 1922, parents and 
family attended and Mrs. Bentham presented prizes.86 The managers gave the school 
a sewing machine in 1923, presumably to aid the girls’ sewing lessons which had 
formed an important part of the curriculum, at least from 1870.87 
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Fig. 9  1919 Group 
Left to right, Back row: Ken Smith, Eric Newbridge, Frank Barber, Stanley Dyson, Harold Crowther, 

Billie Bamber, Next row: ? Sellars, Edith Calvert, Evelyn Jarvis, Mary Bielby, Nancy Wright,? 
Westoby, Anney Caley, Next row: Rosy Jarvis, ?, Madge Laws, A. Dunn, A. Sellars, Eva Brooks, Eva 

Booth, Front row: Wilf Ball, E. Crawford, P Crawford, Bill Calvert, ? Binnington. 
 
 

Despite her inspiration to the children, Mrs. Whittaker resigned in 1924 owing to the 
difficulty she had experienced in finding suitable house accommodation.  The 
managers wrote: 88 

 
“resignation is accepted with great regret and it is placed on record an 
appreciation of her fulfilment of the arduous duties of her post.”   
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1924-1930 
 

In May 1924, Miss Dorothy Bailey from Altrincham commenced duties as 
Headmistress.89 

 
The change of head teacher gave a new look to the logbook and different concerns.  
The name of each new entrant to the school was recorded and termly tests in 
arithmetic and literacy were introduced for the children.90 Problems about aspects of 
the building were recorded and reported to the managers and as the years progressed, 
there was increasing worry about the time lost from schooling in the summer terms 
for the various church outings which were held on separate days by each 
denomination. Almost immediately after appointment, Miss Bailey reintroduced 
gardening lessons which had been suspended the previous year.91 These lessons were 
obviously popular with the boys and the school was regularly commended for the 
results from the gardening.  The inspector’s report in 1933 says:92 

 
“The garden is a valuable part of the school’s activities.  The work done 
both in the classroom and on the experimental plot is unusually good and 
the condition of the garden shows the thoroughness of the practical 
work.”  

 
The gardening lessons featured in the curriculum for many more years, (see 
photograph of 1944 Fig. 15) It was not until 1928 that the girls again had opportunity 
to experience a comparable activity to gardening, when four of them went to the 
Domestic Subjects Centre in Hessle every Friday, “for a course of instruction in 
Cookery and Laundry”.93  

 
One of Miss Bailey’s first concerns in the building was for the heating system.94  In 
January 1925 the County Architect paid his first visit to examine the system.  
Responsibility and payment for its repair (estimate £75) still lay with the managers 
and this prompted their first consideration about handing the care of the building to 
the Local Authority so that the school’s status would change to a Council School.95 
The managers debated and delayed the handover until 31st July 1930.96 During the 
intervening years the heating system was replaced (some of the cost was covered 
from money-raising activities such as a school concert in 1927),97 the drainage system 
and outside privies were condemned, another classroom was deemed to be needed, a 
concrete floor was fitted in the senior cloakroom because of dry rot and the inspector 
wrote in 1929: 98 

 
 “Conditions in the school are difficult, particularly in the room used by 
the children in classes above standard I and there was insufficient seating 
available for children present in the senior class on day of inspection”  
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 Despite these hardships inspection reports were generally good.  In 1925:99 
 

“The new Head teacher has restored methods which are better balanced 
and more suitable and under her capable guidance, the instruction is now 
making steady progress.  The work of the Infants Division continues to be 
successful in its own way but methods should be increasingly adopted to 
the development of the children’s initiative and general powers of 
expression.”  

 
 In 1929:100 

 
“The school has however made steady progress.  The written work is 
neatly done and the standards reached in the foundation subjects is very 
satisfactory……….The children in the Infants Division are delightful 
little folk and the progress made in the formal subjects is very 
satisfactory.” 

 
During the 1920s new managers were appointed including the familiar names: Mr. 
(later Sir) Philip Reckitt, Rev. Patton, Mr. Louis Calvert and Mr. Percy Westerdale.101 
Some pupils transferred to Grammar School on scholarship.102  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig. 10  Football Team, 1929-30 

Back row: John Binnington, Ernie Frankish, Walter Barber. 
 Middle row: Norman Waudby, George Binnington, Jack Johnson, Fred Kirby, George Gray. 

Front row: Arthur Robson, Stanley Andrew, Cyril Andrew. 
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COUNCIL SCHOOL 

  

1930-1939 
 

In September 1930 the Head teacher received notice from the Board of Education that 
the school had been recognised as a Council School with effect from 31st July.103 This 
meant that the LEA was now responsible for cost of any repairs and alterations to the 
school building. 

 
In the 1930s Miss Bailey wrote continually to the managers about the many 
deficiencies in the school building and they supported her complaints by making 
regular requests to the LEA for improvements.104 Gradually the improvements  
occurred so that in 1932 the ‘outside offices’ were converted to WCs and drainage 
provided and the gravelled area in the playground was covered with asphalt.105 In 
1935 Mr Louis Calvert, the sole remaining trustee of the voluntary non provided 
school, purchased a radiogram for the school with some accumulated funds106 which 
prompted the LEA to pay for an electric cable to the school and a socket in the main 
schoolroom.  This radiogram was given to the school to commemorate the Silver 
Jubilee of King George V.  Future plans for lessons included school broadcasts about  
gardening, travel talks and music.  On January 22nd 1936 the school was able to listen 
to the proclamation of King Edward VIII.107 

 
 It was not until 1935 that plans for a school extension and alterations were submitted 
to the Board of Education in Whitehall.108 In September 1936109 the extension 
(consisting of a large classroom and two cloakrooms downstairs and staff room and 
storeroom upstairs) was completed and electric lighting and a new heating apparatus 
installed. This is the wing on the north side of the building, adjacent to the pond. 

 
Following recognition as a Council School, the managers finally achieved a 
satisfactory statement with regard to the charitable foundations left for the pupils.110 

These comprised the Independent Educational Foundation of educational 
endowments from Jeremiah Turner and Nathaniel Woodmansey and Eliza Todd’s 
Educational Foundation (previously mentioned).  The endowments were combined to 
provide funds for the education, beyond elementary level, of pupils in financial need 
at the school, by paying their fees and cost of travel.  There was also provision to 
attend to the health and physical condition of pupils and for: 
 

 “promoting the education, including social and physical training of boys 
and girls of the poorer classes in Swanland.” 
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Fig. 11  Swanland School in 2000 
showing the 1936 extension and large hall windows created in 1970. 

 
During this period of dissatisfaction with the school building, the teachers and pupils, 
in difficult physical conditions, were achieving much good work.  The inspection 
report of 1933 reads: 111  

 
 “Much ostentatious hard work is done and the results obtained are in the 
main very satisfactory.  There is some unevenness in Arithmetic but 
written work generally is neat and careful.  Special mention may be made 
of the thoughtful answers of older pupils who follow a course of 
individual work.  The children, especially the boys, seem thoroughly 
interested and willing to talk of what they are doing. 

 
The garden is a valuable part of the school’s activities.  The work done 
both in the classroom and on the experimental plot is unusually good and 
the condition of the garden shows the thoroughness of the practical work.” 

  
The report for May 1938 states:112 

 
 “The school has taken full advantage of extensions of 1936.  Both 
Handwork and Rhythmic work are developing along modern lines and 
producing some interesting results…………Suggest that Art should now 
receive modern treatment, and careful attention be paid to the children’s 
speech, especially the infants.  The keen interest of the children in their 
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various tasks and the spirit of experiment that exists throughout the school 
give promise of first-rate progress in the future.”  

 
 It is interesting to note the different emphasis placed in this report from those of the 
1880s when the sole concern was for reading, writing and arithmetic. 

 
In April 1937 Miss Hill reached retirement age and the managers were much 
concerned about her ineligibility for a teacher’s pension, as a supplementary 
teacher.113 The old age pension at this time was 10/- a week.  In recognition of her 
financial difficulties and long productive service to the school, they circulated a letter 
round the village as a testimonial and managed to raise some funds for her use.  An 
application was also made to the Reckitt Trust.  A retirement function was held in the 
school.  The East Riding Authority considered her to be the best Infants’ teacher in 
the district at this time. 

 

 
Fig. 12 Miss Hill’s class in 1934 

Back row Gwen Frow, Jean Grundy, Royce Chambers, Freda Wright, Clifford Wright, 
Barbara Caley, Peter Gant, Joan Farmery, Albert Chambers, Joyce Barber. 

Front row: Kitty Jessop, Jean Caley, Eric Riggle, Hazel Gordon, Mark Andrew, 
Jo Moat, Peter Parker, Noel Calvert, Audrey Wilson. 
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In 1938, with the consent of the Parish Council, members of the school undertook the 
improvement of the appearance of the village near the pond and the approach to the 
school.114 The edge of the pond was filled with chalk and banked up with rock.  
Shrubs etc. were planted and care of these was given to the boys in Rural Science 
lessons.       

 

 
 

Fig. 13  Swanland School Christmas party, about 1939 
These names are known:  Eva Jennison, Dorothy Gant, Barbara Caley, Arthur Humble, Mira 

Waller, Mark Andrew, Stan Farmery, Jo Moat, Peter Tadman, Les Hotham, Harry Maffin,  
Gordon Hopper and Sheila Ackroyd. 
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Fig. 14  Old Girls’ Reunion in 1937 with Miss Hill’s successor 
Back Row: Sarah Johnson, Betty Kirby, Miss Winter teacher, Reverend Patton Minister of the 

Independent Chapel, Dora Slack governor, Miss Bailey Headmistress, Helen Eyre, May Andrew.  
Front Row: Eva Jennison, Joan McCutcheon, Ada Branton, Nora Milner, Betty Riggle. 

 

1939-1947 
 

The Second World War impacted considerably on the life of the school.  The entry in 
the log for 11th September 1939 states that the school opened late and that 37 Jewish 
children from the Hebrew School in Linnaeus Street were evacuated to Swanland.115 
All these Jewish pupils had temporary addresses in Swanland and their permanent 
home addresses were mainly in West Hull.  The children gradually returned home 
between 1939 and 1942.  Initially they were taught separately in the southern vestry 
lent by the Congregational Church.  Another 21 unofficial evacuees were admitted on 
15th September116 and throughout the war a total of 87 evacuees were admitted, 
mainly from Hull but some from other parts of the British Isles.117 These also 
gradually returned home between 1939 and 1944 but 41 had departed by 1941.  In 
January 1940, Miss Bailey decided to integrate the evacuees to be taught with the rest 
of the school.118 This caused some dissatisfaction from one or two parents who 
protested to County Hall about their children “being taught in the Church parlour by 
Jewish teachers.”  The LEA advised the Head teacher to continue with the integrated 
arrangement.119 
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Wartime interrupted the normal school routine.  There were frequent air raid drills for 
the school and session times were changed so the children could leave the school in 
time for it to be cleaned before dark. Initially there was no blackout at the windows.  
Wardens visited the school to inspect gas masks.  If the air raid siren had sounded 
during the evening and the all clear was given after midnight, school did not 
commence until 10am on the following day. For 11th July 1940 the log records:120 

 

 “There were three air raid warnings during the night, 10am opening.  
Siren again sounded during the morning and as gunfire had been heard, 
the children were placed in the two cloakrooms.  Several parents came to 
school and took their children away.”  

 
 One week in September 1940 the school opened at 10am every morning except 
Monday.121 The following week, an air raid warning was given during one morning 
session and the children were sent home, the all clear not sounding until nearly 12 
noon. Such an event caused the attendance record to be cancelled.  January 1941 
brought additional disruption in the form of snow which stopped one teacher reaching 
the school on the bus from South Cave one morning and gave another permission to 
arrive by 9.30am on the bus, when snowing, as it was impossible to cycle from 
Hull.122 In February blackout was fitted to all the windows.  In April blankets, 
cookers and beds were deposited at the school as it had been recognised as a rest 
centre.123 In July 1941 an extra teacher was sent from Hull because of the extra 
children the school was now teaching.124 In September 1945, after a holiday on VE 
Day in May and VJ Day in August, the school returned to its pre-war state with three 
classes Infants (Mrs Hall), Juniors (Miss Newmarsh) and Seniors (Miss Bailey).125 

 
During the war the inspectors had perceived a need for an indoor area for ‘Physical 
Training’ lessons and the managers had made application for the use of James Reckitt 
Memorial Hall. (Present school site) This was refused by the LEA but signalled the 
future development of the school building.126 

 
The school did rent some additional land from the James Reckitt Trust, for use as 
pupil gardens.127 
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Fig. 15 Gardening class, 1944 
Left to right: John Watson, Harry Maffin, Michael O’Brian, David Butterworth, Gog Hopper, 
Brian Bourner, Eric Featherstone, Ron Tomlinson, ?, John Weatherill, Charlie Beckett, Les 

Hotham and Alan Dobbs (front) 
 

 
 In January 1946, the school first used the Memorial Hall for lessons for the Senior 
and Junior classes, because the school boiler started to leak.128 The Infants were able 
to remain in the school, as there was an open fire in their room. This use continued 
until the end of February when a new boiler was installed but the temperature still 
registered only 440 F in the mornings in the two teaching  rooms.129 In April the LEA 
approved use in the afternoons for PT at a cost of 2/6 per afternoon.130 

 
Each year 4 or 5 scholars transferred to Grammar or Technical Schools, usually in 
Hull.  At this time the school leaving age was raised to 15, following the 1944 
Education Act and the 11+ examinations had just started.  The numbers in the school 
were starting to rise and the Infants’ room was deemed too small for the modern 
methods in use.  Suggestions for extending it were abandoned.131 



 37

 

1947-1963 
 

In 1947 the managers arranged for an oak memorial tablet to be inscribed with the 
names of the four pupils, Stanley Andrew, John Kirby, Frank Robinson and Fred 
Barber who had lost their lives in the war and Louis Calvert unveiled this on 11th 
December.132 It is now installed in the present school. 

 
 

 
Fig. 16 Plaque hanging in present school’s entrance 

remembering former pupils who lost their lives in World War II 
 

Miss Bailey retired as Headmistress on 31st December 1947 after 23 action-packed 
years.133  
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On 1st January 1948 Mr Arthur Beaumont became Head teacher.134 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 17  School group, 1951 
Back row: George Wincup, Don Lister, Terry Scott, Mal Hurd, Nev Beadle 

Middle row: Marilyn Tute,…Hall, David Drury, Alan Clarkson, Alan Brooks, 
 Merv Coles, Margaret Cox, Susan Duck 

Front row: Audrey Hudson , Margaret Hotham, Eileen Laws, Mr. Beaumont, 
 Margaret Holdstock, Christine Lazenby, Brenda Husband. 

 
Expansion in numbers occurred during his tenure so that in June 1950 they were 
recorded officially as 100, for the first time.135 The school had four classes and was 
once again using the north Church vestry.136 An HMI inspection report in 1951 was 
complimentary about the work of the school.137 Pupils were now transferring to 
Hessle County Secondary School at 13+ whilst those who passed the 11+ had already 
gone to Grammar schools etc.  From 1952, all pupils had to transfer to Hessle 
Secondary School at 11+.138 This caused a reduction in the number of classes to 3, the 
total number of pupils being 78.  Parents and managers lobbied for transport to the 
Secondary school to be provided and some pupils refused to travel to Hessle, 
presenting themselves instead at Swanland County Primary School.  This lack of 
transport continued at least until 1954.139 

 
Mr. Beaumont left the school for a position in a Beverley school in April 1953.  Mrs 
Patty Hall took charge of the school for the Summer Term 1953141 and during that 
term the school closed for the week of the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II and a 
teak seat for the school playground was financed by collection.142 
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In September 1953, Mr Idris Bridges started as Headmaster of the school.143 The 
number on roll was 85 and there were 3 teachers including the Head. 

 
Mr. Bridges quickly brought innovation to the school by introducing a Parents’ and 
Teachers’ Association (PTA), a school uniform with caps and badges, a house system 
with a house shield to be presented at Speech Day and the award of merit badges 
during the term.144 He also made various requests for improvement to the school 
building. The LEA said there was no money for such alterations.145 In June, 1954 he 
gave a talk to the PTA entitled ‘These Modern Methods’146 and in the summer the 
school sports were held on Mr Westerdale’s Show Field in Dale Road.147 The PTA 
also provided a school bus for the pupils travelling to Hessle each day.148 

  

 
Fig. 18  Pupils with Howdenshire Shield for Sports 

Back row: Eva Jennison, David Hanmer, Tony Waites, Mervyn Coles, Alan Brooks, Christine 
Lazenby, Margaret Holdstock, Alan Johnson, Susan Duck.  Front row: David Reavley, David 

Drewery, Pauline Husband, ? Palfry, Brenda Husband and Tony May.  
 

Throughout 1955 and 1956 concern was expressed about the size (25ft. square) of the 
Infants’ classroom, which at one time had 32 children in it, and the backwardness of 
some of the children.149 An educational psychologist was consulted.  The managers 
continued to express worries about the deficiencies of the building, requesting better 
lighting and heating for the infants and once again a new boiler.  Electric sockets 
were installed and a water heater for the staff cloakroom.   This was a brief period of 
declining rolls owing to the opening of South Hunsley Secondary School in 1956 and 
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the transference of all 11+ pupils there, except those who had gained a Grammar 
School place in the 11+ examination.150 

 
Excerpts from an inspection report in 1959:151 

 
“The school lies in a delightful situation.  No. on roll – 69.  There are 3 
classrooms, 2 large and 1 small and this limits the work of the infants. 
 
James Reckitt Memorial Hall is used for lunch (7 pupils) and PE in 
winter.  The only remaining teacher from the previous report, 1950, is to 
retire in December after 20 years consecutive service.   
 
The most consistently successful side of the work of the school is the 
aesthetic.  This includes art and craft, singing, percussion and recorder 
playing.   
 
The majority of infants soon gain facility in reading and they enter the 
middle class with a reasonably sound grasp of the mechanics of number 
work.  The same success is not achieved in written expression because of 
insufficient practice etc.” 

 
Headmaster’s class:  

 
“By this time a fair number are writing at considerable length. 
 
That this school is in good hands is evident from the zest the children 
show for their work and for life generally.” 
 

During the late fifties and early sixties, between 0 and 4 pupils were successful in the 
grammar school entrance examination each year; regular PTA meetings with events 
such as jumble sales were held; annual sports days, nativity plays, carol concerts, 
prize giving, and a children’s party occurred; the school was closed annually for Hull 
Fair, although from 1961 the holiday was moved to the end of October; the school 
competed annually in the Haltemprice sports and a dance festival; school outings to 
such places as York, Hull and on the Humber ferry were held.152 
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Fig. 19 Swanland School leavers, 1961 
before transferring to South Hunsley School 

Back row: Richard Frankish, Richard Waudby, Olive Miller, Sue Mainprize, Susan Smith, Paul 
Andrews, Geoff Croker.  Front Row: Nigel Waller, David Jackson, Robert Dickinson, Barry 

Featherstone, Brian McGuire, and John Adamson. 
 

Simultaneously, the building presented ongoing problems, so that in 1961 Mr Bridges 
told the managers that if negotiations for the acquisition of the Memorial Hall were 
going to be protracted, he would again urge that these improvements to the school 
might be carried out:153 

 
1. Removal of ionic boiler from classroom (This fumed badly.  It was eventually 

replaced in 1962) 
2. Lowering of windows in main room (This was done in 1970.) 
3. Need for hot water for children’s use 
4. Painting of school. 
 

This prompted the Chairman of managers to write to the Chief Education Officer 
about purchase of the James Reckitt Hall. 
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1963-1971 
 

The James Reckitt Memorial Hall was finally purchased by the County Council in 
September 1963 and became known as ‘The School Hall’ thereafter.154 This purchase 
heralded the complete removal of the school to the Tranby Lane site and began a 
disturbed period for all who worked in it. 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 20 Swanland School in 2003 
showing the original James Reckitt Memorial Hall 

 
Initially the previous users of the Memorial Hall were allowed to continue as shown 
in a letter from the council to the doctors who held surgery there. 

 
                                                                               County Hall, Beverley. 
                                                                                 9 Aug 1963. 
Dr. L.S. Calvert, 
Welton, Brough. 
Dear Sir,  
            The Memorial Hall at Swanland becomes County Council 
property on 14th August 1963.  The premises will then form part of the 
County Primary School. 
             You may continue to use the premises for surgery purposes etc. 
Yours faithfully 
V. Clark, CEO 
Also to Dr. A B Fieldsend, Dr. T Debney, Dr. G R Ferguson. 
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The first permanent users were Kirkella School who taught one class there for a year 
from 1963-64, owing to overcrowding at the school.156 

 

Gradually money was spent on ‘The School Hall’ to make it more suitable for 
teaching - £600 for lighting in 1965.157Although it was used for indoor games from 
1962, it was not until April 1966 that the Infants’ class moved over permanently with 
their teacher Miss Gillespie.158 It was during this period too that the school roll started 
to increase. (See Appendix 1)   

 
 

 
 

Fig. 21 1967 School Group 
 

 In 1967 the managers’ correspondent was informed that the building of a new 
Swanland County Primary School was to be included in the major building 
programme for 1969-70.159 By 1968 numbers had increased to 145 and there were 5 
full time teachers.160 In 1969 the Head was to be relieved from teaching for 1 day a 
week for administration.  That year also the managers gave notice to the multifarious 
users of ‘the school hall’ to quit.  These included doctors, Youth Club, Brownies and 
Guides, Cubs and Scouts, Badminton Club.161 

 
 In April 1969, the juniors went to ‘the School Hall’ for lessons and the infants 
returned to the then main school building and had new furniture.  In June excavations 
started on the site of the new school building.162 In September there were 6 classes, 
the Head was relieved of his teaching duties and one part time (15 hours) secretary 
was allowed.163 
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Fig. 22 The dining room of the new school 
 

The first assembly in the new school hall was held in July 1970164 and in November 
1970 the infants moved into the new infants’ wing on Tranby Lane.165 The school 
kitchen had become operational in October, when over 100 children stayed, and the 
Youth Club was disbanded.166 By November 24th 1970 the new school building was 
regarded as complete,167 all the children having transferred from the old school.  This 
was the first time all the children were taught under one roof for over 3 years and the 
staff and children must have felt most relieved that they could then settle to more 
stable arrangements.  Mr Bridges had managed all these moves while maintaining 
control of the day-to-day education of the children.  He retired in July 1971, as did 
Miss Gillespie, the school roll having increased from 85 to 203 during their 
tenure.168,169 

 
During the later period of Mr Bridges Headship there were many changes:  

 
In 1968, for pupils in Swanland School, selection for secondary education 
ceased and the 11+ examination was abolished.170  

The teachers made several visits to other schools to see education in an open-
plan school in action, before they used such a building.171  
Part of the garden was transferred to the housing department and the 
remainder became overgrown.172  

In 1970 the windows on the old school were lowered.173  

Decimal currency was introduced in February 1971 and school dinners then 
cost 9p to be increased to 12p in April.174 

In January 1971, Mrs Adamson started as the school’s first deputy head.175 
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1971-1989 
 

Mr Tony Featherstone commenced as Head teacher in September 1971176 and the old 
school building was handed to the Adult Education Service.177 

 
During the period of his headship there was much activity:  

 
The school roll continued to increase and temporary classrooms had to be 
erected in the school grounds.178  

The school football team were East Riding champions for several years and 
the school had success in the Haltemprice sports each year.179  

The school participated in a Jubilee pageant round the village in 1977, in 
which scenes from the Queen’s reign were enacted and senior citizens were 
the school’s guests for tea.180  

 
By May 1979 when Mr Featherstone left the school for another appointment, the 
school roll was 253.   

 
Mrs Margaret Adamson was promoted to become the Head teacher from June 
1979.182 In September there were then 8.5 teachers plus the Head. The numbers at the 
school remained between 200 and 240 throughout the 1980s.  The logbook reveals 
initially the interest in the school’s success in sporting and musical competitions but 
gradually matters pertaining to Local Management of Schools assume greater 
prominence.  This was also the era of teachers’ industrial action so that for only the 
second time in the school’s history the Unions are mentioned in the log.183,184  

 
There were visits from teachers in Hull schools in preparation for their reorganisation 
to a transfer at 11+.  On the 17th July 1981 when the Queen opened the Humber 
Bridge, the children lined the pavement in North Ferriby to see her arrival.185 
Christmas plays, summer outings and many sporting extra-curricular activities 
functioned during the decade.184 By 1989 the staff were involved in preparation for 
the introduction of the National Curriculum and there were meetings about managing 
the school’s budget.186 The kitchen was handed over to the Direct Services 
Organisation in 1989 as the Authority lost control of the School Meals Service.187 It is 
noticeable that during the 1980s as these external pressures increased, staff absence 
also increased and in general there were many more interruptions to the general 
running of the school than there had been in previous decades.184 Mrs Adamson 
retired in July 1989 after 18 years at the school, 8 as deputy head and 10 as Head 
teacher.188 Mr T. Snowden189 was acting head for a term until Mr. Ray Woodward 
became Head teacher in January 1990.190  
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1990-2003 
 
Accounts from the Governors and the Head teacher in the 1990s,191 show the 
increasing concern over National Curriculum matters and related testing, in the 
running of the school.  Reports of the results of the testing were recorded in the 
Governors’ reports from 1996, as prescribed by law.  They show the pupils 
performing most favourably in comparison with the national results.  Another 
concern of the 90s was a constant cut in the budget as received from the LEA, this 
being completely delegated, except for part related to building maintenance, from 
1992. 

 
The number of pupils on roll was also increasing during this decade reflecting the 
progress of building development in the village and the attendance, at the school, of 
many pupils who resided in Hull.  The number of children in the school increased 
from 187 in January 1990 to 335 in November 2000.  Part of this increase was created 
by the change in policy in 1991, to admit children from the beginning of the school 
year in which they reached their 5th birthday.  To cater for these rising numbers, 
mobile classrooms were added to the school and eventually three permanent 
classrooms were built in 1999.  The mobiles are however still needed to cater for the 
numbers.  

 
 Many other improvements were made to the school building during this period 
including redesign and refurbishment of the school office.  By the end of the 1990s 
the school was equipped with CCTV surveillance, a necessity to combat the regular 
vandalism experienced and to protect the valuable computers, which it then owned. 
The school was inspected by OFSTED in March 1998 and received a favourable 
report. 

 

 
 

Fig. 23 Book Brain; A school event, 1991 
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In this background of constant environmental change and regular governmental 
directives, the pupils still enjoyed a varied and rich educational experience including 
sporting activities – the school football team were the Beverley and Haltemprice 
League champions for five successive years, the cricket team won the Beverley and 
Haltemprice Junior Schools Knockout in 1998. The school achieved 4 gold, 18 silver 
and 16 bronze medals in the Haltemprice Junior Sports in 1998, and pupils 
participated in many other sports, educational visits, French for older pupils, arts and 
musical experiences. The school has an orchestra and choir. 

 
Information Communication Technology, ICT, was fully introduced into the 
curriculum, every classroom having a computer and the computers being networked.  
The Government initiated Literacy and Numeracy Hours were introduced into the 
curriculum in 1998 and 1999 respectively. 

 
The PTA funded the ‘Praise and Award Scheme’ developed by the staff, to promote 
good work and behaviour by the pupils, from 1999. The PTA continued to function 
regularly, organising many fund raising events to pay for items unaffordable from the 
basic school budget.  Parents also visited the school to give assistance in the 
classroom.  

 
All schools in the pyramid feeding South Hunsley School formed a partnership to 
facilitate smooth transfer by pupils from Primary to Secondary School.   Staff 
received much training during this decade to prepare them for delivering the many 
new initiatives introduced by central government.  All this added to the feeling of 
change created by the increased pupil numbers and building alterations.  In 
September 2000 the school became the first primary in the East Riding of Yorkshire 
to assume responsibility for the school dinners outside the Authority School Meals 
Service. 

 
During 2002 the school gained the Investors in People standard and Basic Skills 
Quality Mark.  This recognised the commitment by the head teacher to the important 
principles at the heart of the Investors in People award. 

 
Late in 2002, work started on the latest building additions and alterations.  The first 
phase involved a kitchen extension and the second was the erection of four permanent 
classrooms. The third will involve building two more permanent classrooms, the 
removal of three old mobile classrooms and the creation of an enclosed playground 
for the youngest children.  Finally, the original James Reckitt Memorial hall, which 
was subdivided early in the 1970s, will be opened up to give one large space where a 
number of pupils can assemble for various activities. 
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Education in Swanland appears to have been in a state of flux throughout the 20th and 
latter part of the 19th century.  This has been caused partially by law and partly by the 
ever-increasing population in the village.  Successive head teachers have had to cope 
with changes both to the curriculum and to the buildings.  All must be commended 
for the ongoing education which they and their staff have provided for the children of 
Swanland during the past 300 years. 
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TWENTIETH CENTURY SWANLAND 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Swanland is rapidly becoming 

“a suburban township” 
 

A Country Independent Chapel 
 J G Patton, 1943. 

 
 
With the advent of the motor car and the bus, and Swanland’s later designation as ‘a 
centre where all suitable development should be encouraged’, the village grew rapidly 
in the twentieth century.  It also changed in nature from the farming community of 
1900, with its horses, wagons and unmetalled roads, to the dormitory town of today. 
Eighty five per cent of its households now own a car, the more prosperous fifty per 
cent have two. 

 
What follows is an account of how this change took place. Sources include the 
Minutes of the Parish Council, Commercial Directories and the personal recollections 
of villagers who lived in the early decades of the century.   
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THE EARLY DECADES OF THE CENTURY 

POPULATION, NEW BUILDING AND LANDOWNERS 
 
The first quarter of the new century saw few changes. The village remained the same 
farming community that had existed since the Enclosures of 1837, retaining its 
picturesque appearance. 
 
In the 1891 Census there were some 448 people living in the village. The 1901 
Census returns that have recently been released show 468, a small rise of 20.  The 
next reliable count is in 1931, (Table 1), when some alterations to parish boundaries 
were taking place. Swanland still included houses on Ferriby High Road but in 1931 
the detached parts of the parish containing Braffords Hall were lost to Skidby. 
 

 Area in 
Acres 

Population Local 
Electors 

Rateable  
Value 

Parish at Present 2871 703 338 3347 
Less existing detached  
parts containing Braffords Hall 
to be added to Skidby  

674 20 10 100 

Less strip in Westella 27    
New Total 2170 683 328 3247 

 
Table 1 Population of Swanland in 1931 taken from Parish Council Minutes 
 
By comparing the Ordnance Survey Map of 1927, with that of 1888 it can be seen 
that little took place in terms of new building over the period. By 1927 a few houses 
had been built for Sir James Reckitt opposite Swanland House, and a number of 
cottages erected next to the site of the old mill, which had been demolished in 1908. 
Sir James’s houses were in the style of those built at Hull’s Garden Village. The 
Grange had been built down Kemp Road for Major Gleadow, the owner of the Hull 
Brewery, and the accompanying farm had changed its name from Manor Farm to 
Grange Farm. The 1927 map shows that the village by then benefited from a bowling 
green, tennis courts, and a village institute. 
 
The major landowners in the village during the period remained essentially the same 
as in the late nineteenth century, (Appendix 5), and their estates stayed intact.  In 
broad terms the southern land was owned by the Todd family, the easterly land was 
owned by the Barkworths, and the Reckitts owned the westerly land. Ninety acres to 
the west of West Leys Road had been purchased by Sir James Reckitt from Lord 
Nunburnholme in 1906.1 The land at the extreme north of the parish at Braffords, was 
owned by the Harrison-Broadleys.  
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The Occupants of The Great Houses 
 
Much of the story of the Reckitts and of the Todds has been told in the Nineteenth 
Century chapter. Kelly’s Directories show that John Wingfield Todd continued to live 
in The Hall until 1921, and Sir James Reckitt at Swanland Manor until he died in 
1924. His son, Philip, succeeded him there. 
 
There were some newcomers to the village. In 1902, Northfield House, (now Beech 
Hill), was let by Algernon Barkworth to Haigh Clapham of Kingston upon Hull.2 The 
lease was for seven years at a yearly rent of £103 and is of interest because Haigh 
Clapham was husband to Madam Clapham, the owner of a famous fashion house in 
Kingston Square. She created gowns for London court occasions and for Queen Maud 
of Norway.3  

 
Fig. 24 Aerial Photograph of ‘The Grange’ taken in late 1930s 

 
In 1910, Major Gleadow, the owner of Hull Brewery, came to live in the village on 
the opposite side of Kemp Road to Sir James Reckitt. There is a certain irony in the 
owner of a brewery living opposite a Quaker who eschewed strong drink! The Major 
was well known for his love of the brewery’s dray horses. The Grange when built 
was amongst the first houses in the village to have piped water from the mains.4 
 
About 1913, another newcomer arrived.  George Jackson Bentham, who had been 
born George Jackson but changed his name, took up residence in Swanland House.5 
He was the son of the founder of William Jacksons, and is to be considered not only 
as head of that company, presiding over a huge expansion, but also as a public and 
political personage.6 In 1910 he won the Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, constituency 
for the Liberal Party. 
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Farms and Farm Labourers 
( See Appendix 5) 
 
The village still retained many of its farms. By this time the redistribution of land 
after the village’s enclosure had been consolidated. 
 
The major landowners had bailiffs or hinds to run their farms. The Todds, who owned 
Humberdale Farm, employed Ambrose Caley, whilst Algernon Barkworth had Henry 
Billaney, George Grundy, and Henry Thompson in turn, at Easenby Farm. 
 
Sir James Reckitt had purchased Westfield Farm from Christopher Ringrose in 1895.7 
This was an extensive property to the north west of the village. George Heron 
tenanted it until, in 1903, he became bankrupt. Sir James then employed Jesse Laws 
as hind, before letting the farm to George Richardson. The Westerdale family farmed 
it from 1926. 
 
Major Gleadow farmed his own land at Grange Farm, employing Mr. Binnington and 
then Mr. Riggle as hind. His last hind was Mr. Johnson who eventually took tenancy 
of the farm. A farm that later became known as The Dower House in Main Street 
was, in the first decades of the century, run by Alfred Craggy. During this period it 
was known as Craggy’s farm. In the school managers’ minutes and on the electoral 
roll of 1950, when Mr. Bradley lived there, the address was “Old Manor Farm”. 
Other farmers in the village included Henry Evison at Priory Farm and later at the 
Manor Model Dairy Farm, the Listers at Swanland Dale, and the Dunns and Hothams 
at Trinity House Farm. 
 
Farm workers, unless they were married, ‘lived in’ on the farms. Word soon spread 
around the young men where the ‘best spots’ for food and bed were. They were 
worked very hard and their days were long. Bob Jennison, perhaps one of the last lads 
to be hired was a school contemporary of the writer. Those that were married lived in 
tied cottages provided by the farmer.  
 
Most of the cottages had a pigsty. The pigs were fed on swill made from kitchen 
waste and old vegetables. The pigs were much fatter than those of today and were 
killed in late autumn. The hams and sides were cured and hung from the back kitchen 
ceilings. The fat was rendered for lard and there were many good and tasty meals 
made from the fries, these comprised of offal and belly pork. Almost everyone kept 
hens for producing eggs and to eat as boilers when they stopped laying. The cockerels 
woke you up each morning and were fattened for Christmas dinner. Unlike today 
Christmas was the only time that many people could afford to eat roast chicken. 
 
 



 62

Farms from the 1930 onwards 
 
Although not strictly in our parish, I include Little Wauldby Farm as it was closer to 
Swanland than other villages. A Mr. Londesborough farmed this. Hudsons recently 
farmed there. There were two other farms in the Dale namely Dale Farm with 
Atkinsons and Lister also Trinity House Farm with the Chambers family. Northfield 
Farm (Beech Hill) had become a private house and the land that it used to farm 
became amalgamated with Priory Farm in the village centre. The succession of 
farmers here is as follows: Palmer /Evison, Humble and Walshaw. Walshaws sold the 
farmland close to the village for housing and relocated the farm on Occupation Road. 
Westerdales had farmed from Mere House and Blacksmith’s Yard before moving to 
West Field Farm. Previously they were renting a few fields from Reckitt’s off Dale 
Road. The Hothams had purchased Barkworth’s Easenby Farm. Humberdale Farm 
was with Todd’s, until they left, when it was purchased by Butterworths and then by 
the May family. Mays now also farm most of Westfield Farm, the remainder is used 
as an equestrian centre. Johnsons rented Grange Farm after Major Gleadow stopped 
farming it himself. It then went into the ownership of Tethers. Craggies or Old Manor 
Farm became dispersed but other new enterprises were started. What had been 
Walker’s the carriers and coal merchants, land became Percivals pig farm, which was 
situated on the north side of West End, where Queensbury Way now stands. A dairy 
farm was established on West Leys Road by Hudson’s, this was where we now have 
a playing field. Another farming enterprise was Gibb’s mink farm, which was on 
North Drive close to Swanland Hall. All of the last three farms have become building 
developments. It is interesting to note in the early years of the century there were ten 
or more farmers tilling the fields. Today almost the whole parish is ploughed by 
merely two. 
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CRAFTSMEN AND SHOPKEEPERS 
(See Appendix 5) 
 
 
The nature of the village trades and shops has been addressed at some length in a 
previous part, but early craftsmen and shopkeepers of the twentieth century fall 
within living memory. What follows is intended to paint a picture of certain of these 
villagers, and of their place of work, in the early decades of the period. 
 

Joiners 
The Calvert family is included in the Directories of village trades from 1891 onwards. 
Their premises were to the north of the Model Dairy Farm, in West End. The 
workshop was on the roadside, and there were open woodsheds in the yard. By the 
1930s their machinery was powered by electricity. Louis Calvert, a member of the 
Independent Chapel, was responsible for its complete internal refurbishment in 1928.8 
Louis was a talented man who took up photography as a hobby. For his portraits he 
used a very professional mount with gilded edges and bearing his name. He took 
many of the earliest images of the village which often have L.C. impressed into the 
lower right hand corner. He lived in the house that is now named ‘Boulder Cottage’ 
in West End. 
 
The other joiners in the village, the Andrew family, we have met in a previous 
volume as wheelwrights. Their premises were to the south of 34 Main Street. An oil 
engine powered their machinery similar to the one used to pump water in the 
pumping station. One can imagine the noise in the village with both engines running. 
When their oil engine broke down the Andrews did not replace it with an electric 
motor, they carried on working without the use of machinery. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 25 The Andrews’ family in their yard 
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Fig. 26 Main Street 
The Andrews’ house is the fourth on the left. Charlie Andrew is standing at the yard door, 

 dressed in an apron. ‘Pebble Villa’, the house of Kirby the builder, is on the right. 

 

Post Office 
Swanland had a Post Office in Victorian times, it was situated at the first cottage in 
Dale Road. This road was originally named Crowther Lane and during the time of the 
Post Office it was known as Post Office Lane. 
 
At the beginning of the century Mrs. Edith May Frow ran the Swanland Sub Post 
Office from her house on the corner of West End and Kemp Road. As can be seen 
from Fig. 27, her days were long ones, open twelve hours a day on weekdays. Her 
counter was a narrow plank across the inner doorway. 
 
The Calvert family originally lived in Boulder House. They now reside in Turkey 
Hall, which stands opposite their business.  At the western end of this house there was 
an attached cottage (Se Fig. 28). In the early decades of the century this was the home 
of Martha Calvert, sister in law of Louis Calvert. Over her front door was a porch this 
became the village Post Office, the counter once again was a well-scrubbed 5 inch  
wide plank of wood across the door. Martha, who had been widowed early in life, 
earned her living as village postmistress. 
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When Martha Calvert retired, Mrs. Frow’s son, Gerald, brought the Office back to its 
present location on the south side of the street.  
 
George Patton wrote of Martha: 
 
“ For forty years of her widowhood, she carried on her duties in all weathers with 
efficiency and satisfaction…Her energy and affability have been a constant wonder”.9 

Fig. 27 Notice sent to Swanland Post Office 
 
When Gerald Frow retired, Harold Fleetham, who had worked behind the counter in 
Waites’ shop from leaving school, became Postmaster. 
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Fig. 28 Post Office & Turkey Hall 

As mentioned in the text Martha Calvert’s cottage is attached to Turkey Hall 
 

Tailors 
What is presently the Post Office was a tailor’s shop during the early decades of the 
century, run firstly by Joseph Marris Frow and then by his son Gerald Marris Frow. 
The family lived in the house next door on the corner of Kemp Road and West End. 

Inscribed above the door of the shop is a date: “1721 I.L.”  Harold 
Kirby, the village builder claimed that the I.L stood for Isaac 
Lupton, one of his ancestors. It should be pointed out it could also 
mean, “In the year of our Lord”. Richard Witty the former 
headteacher, had previously lived in the Frow’s house on the 
corner. 

Fig. 29 Button for Reckitt’s livery 
Frows made their  uniforms 

Cobblers 
The second of the cottages opposite the Frows, 16 West End, was at one time a 
cobbler’s shop. In the early decades of the century the cobbler was William Wise, 
known as Billy Wise. As well as repairing boots and shoes, Billy made them. After 
farm workers had been hired, the first port of call was the cobbler’s for a new pair of 
boots, and then across the road to the tailor’s for breeches.  
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The cobbler’s shop is the only one in the row that has not 
been substantially altered. The corbelled chimney of the 
inglenook fireplace still has a horizontal beam that supports 
it. A Georgian fireplace was added with its small side oven. 
It was with this fireplace that Billy Wise kept warm by 
burning pieces of old leather. He always had several friends 
sitting in the shop with him, The smoke from their pipes 
and the burning leather gave the shop a distinctive aroma.  

 
 

 
 

Fig.30 Billy Wise and his assistant 

 

Blacksmiths 
The first cottage in the next block down housed the blacksmith’s shop. It was one 
large room, including what is now the butcher’s and the estate agent’s (12 and 12a 
West End). The present-day roof confirms the length of the shop. The forge was on 
the most easterly wall. Behind the shop, in the yard, was a large circular metal disc 
that was used for the fitting of metal tyres to wooden wheels. The windows of the 
forge were divided into vertical strips: there were no horizontal glazing bars. Glass 
was fitted in small overlapping squares. The blacksmith at the beginning of the 
century was A. Bielby succeeded by Albert Grundy. When Albert died his wife Mrs. 
Frances A. Grundy sold the shop in 1927 to their nephew Walter Grundy for £80.  
Walter was sadly killed in a motorcycle accident. Mr. Pooley took the business in 
1932 and George Watson of Brantingham took over in 1938. After the war, when the 
Home Guard vacated the premises opposite the pond, George Watson moved the 
smithy into this yard. Hence the present name of these premises “Blacksmith’s Yard”. 
The old smithy in West End was renovated and became an electrician’s shop. It was 
then split into two and became a butcher’s shop and a bank and it is now the butcher’s 
and estate agent’s. 
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Fig. 31 Blacksmith Grundy at his smithy door 

His motorcycle is parked by the kerb. 
 

Grocers 
When Swanland’s public house on the corner of Dale Road and West End closed late 
in the nineteenth century, it became a shop. In the early decades of the twentieth 
century the shop was run as a grocer’s by Maud Robinson.10 A café was added at the 
back of the shop in 1919 and the premises have been known as ‘The Café’ to local 
people ever since. During the war Mr Patchet kept this shop as an off licence and 
café, which did a good trade with the soldiers. James Minogue then revived it for 
groceries as a mini supermarket, but later it went back to being an off licence or wine 
merchants. It has recently changed to an estate agency. 
 
Further down Main Street, on its northern side next door to the then butchers, Jesse 
Waites opened another grocer’s shop at 17 Main Street. It has recently been found 
that the same house was previously a grocers shop owned by a Thomas Atkinson 
circa 1840. Jesse Waites previously had a photographic business in Hull but when he 
first came to Swanland he sold groceries from a bicycle and a cart.  
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Fig. 32 Jesse Waites first shop 
 
Prior to 1912 the shop was 
an old double fronted single 
storey house. Kirby, the 
builder, raised this to the two 
storeys shown in this 
photograph dated 1913. The 
Waites house is on the right 
of the building, and the shop 
on the left. 
 
 

Fig. 33 The shop after the additions 
 
 
In the 30s Jesse further 
renovated his shop and started 
to use a fine little van. It is 
worthy of note that the sign 
writing on shop and van is of 
excellent quality. His shop by 
then had two counters, bacon 
cutting machine and till. 
 
 
 

Fig. 34 The last alterations that Waites made 
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Although they had the van, deliveries were still 
made using carrier bikes. 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig. 35 Carrier bikes 
 
In 1963 Ambrose Caley bought the shop and business and opened as a small 
supermarket. Coming up to date, the building was demolished in 2001 and rebuilt for 
the same use. 

 
The Co-op Stores and Cussons from Ferriby both sent a traveller round taking orders, 
as did Francis Myers of Welton.  The orders were taken back to the shop and were 
delivered next day to the customer by van. When the bill was paid at the Co-op they 
issued a narrow receipt which one stuck onto a gummed sheet. This enabled them to 
calculate your ‘divi’ (dividend) which was a penny for every pound spent.                                    
  

Butchers and Fishmongers 
The butcher’s shop, early in the century, was situated immediately to the east of what 
is now Mere Way and there was a slaughterhouse to the rear of the shop. The butcher 
at the time was John Atkinson. Syd Lister later took the shop and carried on until the 
40s. The house attached to the shop is now a ladies hairdresser’s, 15 Main Street. 
We had several itinerant butchers who plied their trade from vans. Two of these came 
from Anlaby, namely Mr. Barber and Mr. Chapman. Mr. Oliver came from Melton 
and later Pethicks from Elloughton and Lilleys from Eastrington. 
In similar manner a Mr Spencer sold fish from a mule cart, later succeeded by a Mr. 
Cross who announced his arrival by ringing a bell that was attached to his van. 

 
For a short time prior to 1939 Frank Kirby had a pork butcher’s shop in what is 
currently the Body Toning Shop. 50 Main Street. His slaughterhouse was in the 
buildings to the rear. Mr. Kirby killed and cured the home fed pigs for the villagers. 
As previously mentioned, what had been the original blacksmith’s shop 12 West End 
became a butcher’s. Stanley Gaze was the butcher, followed by his son John (1957-
1999). 
 

Fruit and Vegetables  
In the early decades most households were self-sufficient growing most of their own 
produce. Later Billy Peat from Ferriby came to the village selling from a horse and 
cart. Eventually he mechanised and used an old car. Just before the war Anne 
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Holdstock set up a fruit shop in what had been a potting shed in a walled garden in 
West End. Later the Harrops sold their home-grown tomatoes and fruit and 
vegetables in the shop that Lister the butcher had vacated. In the 1970s John Tuck 
sold greengroceries from a converted single-deck bus. He later bought a shop in 
Ferriby. 

Milkmen 
Milk was originally delivered “loose”, in other words it had to be ladled from a 
ladling can into a jug or basin using a measure. Jugs were left on the doorsteps and 
were given lace covers to keep out the flies. Later milk was bottled on the farm. The 
reusable bottles had a cardboard cover with a perforated centre to facilitate removal.  
 
In the 1930s there were three farmers vying for milk customers, namely Harry 
Evison, Percy Westerdale and Harold Hotham. Harold had not yet taken over 
Easenby Farm but lived in a bungalow on Greenstiles Lane, where his garage served 
as his dairy. Just before the war he delivered the milk using a smart little Austin seven 
van. The other two still used the horse and trap. Westerdales sold their round to 
Hotham who eventually sold to David Nicholson. At first he used a horse and trap.  
His horse, Tony, knew the round so well that he would walk on, on his own to the 
next stop without being led. David then bought an ex-army pick-up truck for the job. 
The writer learned to drive in this although he was under age. Milk delivery finally 
succumbed to food giants Northern Foods who introduced the metal foil cap for 
bottles. 

Builders 
Kirby, the builder, owned the pebble dashed house known as ‘Pebble Villa’ that still 
stands as 35 Main Street. During the Second World War the orphans who lived there 
were unkindly known to the village children as ‘The Pebble Villains’. Kirbys were 
the builders for most of the Reckitt properties in the village. 

 
Jim Beilby was another village builder whose yard was behind Billy Wise’s cobbler’s 
shop. Jim was a staunch Methodist. He built most of the houses in Chantry Way. He 
was building the houses in Main Street between North Drive and Toft House at the 
outbreak of the war. After the war Hedley Burman and his son Michael carried on the 
business. Michael still works from the same West End premises. The Beilby family 
lived next door to the blacksmiths.  

Tinker 
Several regular travelling salesmen visited the village. A notable character was named 
Duffil, whose main commodity was paraffin for the lamps. His call was “Oilyup” as 
he made his round. He also sold pots, pans and some hardware that perhaps gives him 
the right to be called a tinker.
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The Parish Council 

The Formation of the Council 
Whilst the Parish Council is essentially a twentieth century institution, it had its 
beginnings late in the nineteenth century. Swanland like all other Parish Councils was 
established under the Local Government Act of 1895. 
 

Early Meetings  
It is possible to form a picture of what was being discussed in the early meetings from 
the Minute Books. These are all kept in the East Riding Archives at Beverley. 

 
The first meeting was held in ‘The School Room’, which would be the school behind 
the pond. The school would be nineteen years old at this time and there was only one 
room. Those present were Wingfield Todd, Harold J. Reckitt, George Atkinson, 
Harold Billany, Francis Marshall, William Beynon, George Wilson, Arthur Fussey, 
Reginald Corrie and James Reckitt. Two obvious choices were made for the officers. 
Sir James Reckitt was chosen as Chairman, and William Beynon, the schoolmaster, 
as Clerk. The only subject discussed was the water supply. 

 
At the second meeting, in February, the Parish Council requested that it should take 
over responsibility for the Water Works, which was then being administered by 
Sculcoates District Council. The response was that this was a District Council 
responsibility. A similar reply was made to their request for the letting of Swanland’s 
lanes, for pasturing. Matters which were accepted, as being the Parish Council’s 
responsibility included the Village chalk pit, and the pond. 
 

The Great War and the War Memorial 
Within the village, the 1914-18 war seems to have had little effect on day to day life. 
Things appear generally to have carried on as normal, although the dropping of a 
bomb on Humberdale farm impressed itself on the memories of villagers. The handle 
of the bomb hung in the Institute for many years. 
 
In a previous volume we heard how Thomas Blossom’s conscription into the militia 
was to be done by ballot. The twentieth century saw a more orderly manner of 
conscription for young and able men. Sadly, six villagers on active service lost their 
lives, and in July 1919 it was proposed that a memorial be erected to them. Browns of 
Hessle were commissioned to provide and erect this. Those remembered were George 
Bell, William Barber, Harry Binington, Louis Farmery, Arthur Hamlin, and Henry 
Thompson. 
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Road Signs 
In October 1928, it was brought to the Council’s notice that ‘Post Office Lane 
Corner’, now known as ‘Dale Road’ corner, was dangerous! The Council’s response 
was to ask the A A to provide a suitable road sign. 
 
In the same year permission was granted to round off the corner of Main Street and 
Kemp Road. 

 

Transfer to Beverley Rural District Council 
Responsibility for Swanland village was transferred from Sculcoates to Beverley 
Rural District Council, on 3rd May 1932. 

 

The Pump and the Pond    
In 1895 it was felt that it would be useful to have a pump to raise water from the pond 
into horse drawn water carts. Outlying farms used this water for cattle. The pump 
came to be the subject most discussed at Council Meetings, and even when it was 
about to be erected, difficulties remained regarding its position and height. 
Mains drinking water for the outlying farms could also be obtained from an overhead 
standpipe that was attached to the pumphouse.                                                                                 

 
This small picture is the only one to be found of water 
carts being filled. It also shows the original pumphouse 
before it was rebuilt circa 1911.  
 

 
Fig. 36 Pump & Water carts 

 
Throughout the years the village blacksmith was retained to look after the pump. 
There were regular complaints, the leather washer often dried out because the pump 
was irregularly used. When Mr. Pooley took over the task in 1932, he was paid £1 per 
year for his services. He also kept the key to turn on the overhead water pipe. The 
pump ceased to be used sometime in the 1940s. 
 

The Pond 
Swanland’s central attraction, the pond, was constantly a matter for discussion. In 
1900, the Hull contractor who collected the night soil from the village was ordered to 
cease driving his horse and cart through it! 
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There are many references to pond cleaning. It is hard to tell if debris was just being 
raked to the edges or a major clean undertaken. To the writer’s knowledge it has only 
had a major clean twice. The first of these was in the late 20s, when the rubbish 
collected was deposited in a field called Maizegate, on the east of Humberdale Farm 
road. The second occasion was in 1973. 
 
There are many tales of horses being drowned in the pond. Horses and cows were 
often brought to the pond to drink. John Humber in Hull Daily Mail about 1960 
recalled two stories. The first is by a Mr L H Hall, who as a boy, took Westerdale’s 
horse and two-wheeled cart to Ferriby station. He was to deliver coal to Selina 
Anderson at the shop on Dale Road corner. As he entered the yard, Selina waved her 
apron to shoo off the hens. This startled the horse which lost its footing and slipped 
backward down the steep slope and into the pond. The horse and cart were retrieved. 
The second incident involved an itinerant Singer sewing machine salesman who took 
his horse to the sloping edge of the pond. The weight of the small cart and the heavy 
machines pushed the horse headfirst into the pond. Apparently this horse did not 
survive. 

 

Fig. 37 Pond Cleaning 1973 
The petrol filling station can be seen behind the crane 

 
In 1938 a garden was constructed at the back of the pond, adjacent to the school wall. 
Rocks were placed at the water’s edge, these were back filled with chalk which was, 
in turn, covered with soil. Trees were planted at intervals. Each boy at the school was 
given a plot to tend between these trees. Woe betides anyone seen trampling on these 
plots! Miss Bailey, the headteacher, presented a bill for the garden to the Council for 
just £18 3s 4d. She had kept within the budget of £19 5s 5d. It seems incredible 
today, that such a large job could have been undertaken for such a low price.  
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The ownership of the land, on the east and west ends of the pond, has always been a 
contentious issue. In March 1932 it was deemed necessary in the interests of the 
parish, to hand over these parcels of land to the East Riding County Council.21 In 
March 1945, after inspecting the enclosure award, it was decided that the land was in 
fact the responsibility of the parish. As a result it was the Parish Council who asked 
the military authorities to pay for the damage to the side of the pond, which had been 
caused by the army washing their trucks in it. The military obliged by sending a 
cheque for £19.  

THE WATER SUPPLY 
 
Like most East Riding villages that do not have a stream, Swanland’s first water 
supply came from man-made ponds, which would have served both men and animals. 
There were at one time two large ponds in the village, the second one being at the 
eastern end of Main Street. Originally this was sited where the present road runs.11 
After the metal road was constructed, only a small crescent of the pond remained. 
 
Water was collected from roofs and stored in large underground brick lined cisterns, 
(See 1888 Ordnance Survey Map). These were frequently wrongly called wells. A 
well in Swanland needs to be over 200 feet deep, and requires the pump to be at the 
bottom of the well to raise the water, if it is over 32 feet deep. The first fresh water in 
Swanland was provided to the Reckitts at the Manor House and the Todds at 
Swanland Hall, both of which had their own deep wells.  
 
As he already had some experience of the matter, the water engineers of Sculcoates 
Council consulted Sir James Reckitt regarding the possibility of sinking a public well.  
Swanland’s first water works was established in 1893/4 on land that he provided. The 
water tower was sited at the eastern corner of what is now the junction of Queensbury 
Way and West End. According to their minutes Sculcoates Sanitary Authority in 
1893 received tenders for the scheme  as follows:      

     £           s         d 
The brickwork   Mr Kirby     186        0         0 
The engine   Priestman & Co   174      10        0 
The tank   Bird & Co       80        0         0* 
Pump, pipework and tank Tyler & Co      444      14        8 
Deepening the well by 25ft G Mallison        16       0         0 

*The first order for the tank was cancelled. 
 
It would appear from this tender that the well already existed.  
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Fig. 38 The first Water Tower 
Queensbury Way now leaves West End at this point. 

 
On the 7th of November 1893, a mortgage was raised for £966 at 3.25 per cent 
interest, and on 13th March 1894, Mr J Westerdale was employed as a full time 
engineer to tend the pump for the princely sum of five shillings per week. Mr T B 
Atkinson was employed to collect the water rate for £5 per annum. 
 
Swanland was to have six standpipes connected to the water main, one of which had 
to be placed by the pump house for the free use of the villagers. One is still to be 
found in the hedge opposite West Leys Road, another is on the end of a wall close to 
the mounting stone, and a further one used to be on the pavement edge at the west 
end of the cottages known as ‘Sodem Row’.  
 
During 1904, the rainfall was so low that occasionally parts of the village were 
without water. Advantage of the low levels was taken to clean the well, increase the 
depth to 233 feet, and make a 15-foot long adit close to the well bottom. An adit is a 
sideways tunnel allowing more water to seep from the chalk. 
 
North Ferriby coveted Swanland’s new water supply, and tried to purchase water 
from the village. In 1897 they sank their own well on Swanland Hill. The gateposts to 
their water tower can still be seen close to the drive of the house presently known as 
‘Greenways’. The project, however, proved to be a disaster. The well did not produce 
much good water and the tank burst in 1899 on the first occasion it was fully filled. 
The chalk that was excavated from this well was used to make a footpath on the 
eastern side of West Leys Road, which has since been overgrown with grass. Because 
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of the failure of North Ferriby’s well it was decided that they would work with 
Swanland with the objective of supplying both villages. A bore was sunk to the next 
clay level in Swanland’s well, and a new engine and pump provided, capable of 
delivering 7,000 gallons per hour. These improvements in 1911 cost Swanland £678 
and Ferriby £1,643 as noted in a minute of Sculcoates R.D.C. dated 22 Aug. 1911. 
 
In 1910 it is recorded that Major Gleadow asked for a water supply to be run to his 
new house. Perhaps this was the first piped water supply to a private dwelling in the 
village. 
 
The year 1917 was a dry one, and garden watering was banned. Flints were entering 
the blades of the pump, and fears grew regarding the lack of water. The reservoir 
provided by the existing water tower was insufficient, and there was concern about 
what would happen if the pump broke down. A new tower was suggested but this had 

to be postponed because of the war. 
It was not until 1930, that plans were 
prepared for the reinforced concrete 
structure that we see today. In 1914 
Lord Nunburnholme had sold the 
Council some land at the north west 
corner of Woodgates Lane, and it 
was erected on that site. F. Hall built 
the tower for a total cost of £4,200, 
and it holds 200,000 gallons of water.  
 
 
 

Fig. 39 The steel structure for the tower 
 
 
The old water tank was removed, but the structure that supported it continued to be 
used as a farm building. Hull Council took over the supplying of water to Swanland 
and Ferriby from Sculcoates R.D.C. on 1st October 1926. That is why the water tower 
uses the Hull coat of arms with the date of 1931 on its front. Electric pumps were  
installed at the bottom of the well in the early 50s, and the village became quiet again 
freed from the tut tutting of the pumphouse engine.  
 
The sad end to the narrative is that the village can no longer enjoy the clear, almost 
sweet, fresh water that the well produced. Because of the infiltration of nitrates from 
the fields, pumping was ceased, and the well has been filled in. 
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RECREATION 
Before there were playing fields and the bowling green, photographs show grown 
men in waistcoats playing hockey on Kemp Road at its junction with West End. 
 

 
Fig. 40 Village lads playing hockey. 

 
A farmer’s boy from Ferriby around that time records: 

 
“ The highlight of the village was on a Sunday night when the young ones 
from Swanland walked down to the village, and we all walked down Turner’s 
Lane to the station to see the last train from Hull (9.25 p.m.). We then had a 
chat walking back and exchanged all the village news.”12 

 
The generosity of the Reckitt family provided new leisure facilities. It would appear 
that Sir James Reckitt provided the first of these, the bowling green, a little after the 
turn of the century, and in 1914, as a Christmas present, gave the village its 
Institute.13 As a change from feeding their stomachs, he would feed their minds. The 
Institute’s large room was to house a full size billiard table and a smaller room was to 
be a reading room and library. The Institute later took over the northern Chapel 
Vestry as a second billiard room. Sir James filled the library shelves with books.  
Because these facilities were biased towards the men, the girls felt left out and asked 
for, and received, a tennis court. 
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Until the wooden village hall was constructed next to Calvert’s joiners’ shop in West 
End sometime about 1919-1922, the schoolroom was used for public meetings. The 
writer considers the early date to be the correct one as a poor picture of a school 
concert exists showing a sign with the date 1919 written on it. The writer’s aunt who 
was one of the people in the picture remembered the function taking place in the hall. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 41  Swanland’s first Village Hall. 
two ex-military barrack huts joined together 
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THE LATE 1920s AND 1930s 

The Beginnings of Change    
The first quarter of the twentieth century saw few changes. The major changes that 
had taken place during the Enclosure Act of 1837 meant that men who had previously 
rented the strips of land were no longer self employed. They became farm workers. 
They were ‘hired out’ to a farmer for a whole year. The unmarried ones ‘lived in’ at 
the farm while the married men lived in tied cottages belonging to the landowner. 
Annual hiring of men carried on into the 1930s. 
 
Around about the end of the first quarter of the century, the village began to change.   
 
Mains electricity arrived in 1925 but was only used to light a few houses. Although 
revolutionary it caused problems because the inhabitants did not like the posts for the 
overhead cables close to the roadside. 
 
In 1926 the Hall and the land associated with it were sold and the estate was broken 
down into smaller parcels. Swanland Manor remained home to the Reckitt family for 
a while but by 1935 it had been demolished. New houses were to be built on the land 
vacated by the sale of the estates. The motor car had arrived and telephones began to 
make an appearance. 
 

The Break Up of the Estates, and an Increase in Population 
In 1921 a major occurrence took place that affected the inhabitants and the geography 
of Swanland. John Wingfield Todd, the owner of ‘The Hall’ left his wife and the 
village and the land and houses belonging to him were sold by auction in 1926.14 To 
maximise the value of the estate, land bordering Tranby Lane as far as Jenny Brough 
Lane and also on Ferriby High Road was sold for building development. The plots 
were large, making approximately £185 each and attracted large houses. Their owners 
were wealthy and employed cooks, cleaners and gardeners, which created new work 
for villagers. Trades people reaped substantial benefits. Builders, joiners, tailors, 
shoemakers and shopkeepers prospered and they in turn employed additional staff.  
 
The population continued to increase.  An Air Raid Precaution survey of December 
1938, taken from Parish Council Minutes, records a village population of 1050, with 
the number of homes in the village having risen to 327.15 

 

When the Todds vacated the Hall the Bartons purchased it. The clock that chimed the 
hour was known as Bartons’ clock. When parents rebuked their children for being 
late home, they told them “it was not an excuse not to know the time, surely they 
could hear Barton’s clock”. The Bartons partly demolished the north wing leaving 
only a single storey. 
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The last people to own the house complete with the stables, cottages and the field, 
which was previously named ‘The Lawn’, were Mr. and Mrs. Clayton. On the death 
of her husband Mrs Clayton sold off some land to pay death duty. In her will Mrs 
Clayton left instructions for the house to be demolished but this was reprieved. The 
building was listed as ‘of special historic and architectural interest’ and in 1983 the 
Environment Secretary of the day, Patrick Jenkins, confirmed refusal for demolition. 
Ivan Hall of Beverley, a local historian, described the Hall as ‘a transplant of the big 
merchants’ houses of Hull, having the same sort of craft work in its fireplaces and on 
the staircase’.16 In 1980 it is specified as ‘a three storey building with eight bedrooms 
and three bathrooms, in need of reroofing and replumbing at an estimated cost of 
£70,000 (1975 price)’. Also in 1980 Beverley planning Committee approved plans by 
Kynman and Hurd to build 8 bungalows and 10 houses on five acres of adjoining land 
(now Hall Park). For several years the Hall was derelict but was purchased by Martin 
White and is currently divided into luxury flats. 
 
Because it was home to a wealthy middle class, Tranby Lane was sometimes 
nicknamed ‘Top Road’. Similarly due to their association with the fishing industry, 
the large houses in Kemp Road were often referred to as ‘Cod Row’.  
 
The building that took place on Todd’s land along Ferriby High Road accounts for 
the remoteness of the properties from the village of North Ferriby. Ferriby High Road 
was part of Swanland parish until it was exchanged in 1983 for the west side of West 
Leys Road, the south side of Mill Road and part of Woodgates Lane. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig. 42 Swanland Hall as it appears in the sale brochure 
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Fig. 43 Bill of Sale for Swanland Hall 
 

Speculative Building 
Speculative building in the village, that is building without first having a purchaser, 
began just before the 1939 war. Houses between Toft House and North Drive, four 
houses in Dale Road and most of Chantry Way were built on this basis and were 
quickly purchased by people anxious to leave the city because of the war.  At the time 
speculative building was considered a risk. Jim Beilby was the builder who took that 
risk. He also built the terraced houses on both sides of Dale Road prior to 1939. 
These were bought by several different landlords and rented to the local workforce. 
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The Electricity Supply 
In the first quarter of the century, candles or oil lamps lighted most village houses. 
There was no gas supply and the houses and streets never had gas lighting. There 
were a few exceptions. Two of the larger houses, Swanland Manor and Swanland 
Hall, had their own oil engine driven electric generators. The Manor made its own 
gas.  
 
By 1925 ‘Thirty homes in Swanland were ready to take electric light’.17 There is no 
mention of power in the Parish Council Minutes, simply light. The first mains supply 
was provided through overhead cables carried on poles. The poles must have been 
erected before June 1928, as by then they were a source of complaint. The  ‘Switch 
On’ took place on 28th May 1929, at a ceremony in the new Village Hall. 
 
Prior to the provision of mains electricity, Sir James Reckitt had supplied the village 
with two street lamps, one near the pump and the other on the Institute building. The 
latter was also used to light the Chapel, albeit poorly. Due to the drop in voltage in 
the long cable the lights were dim. Villagers then began asking for more street lamps. 
The first requests, in the April 1926 Council Meeting, were modest, just six. In the 
next meeting twelve were requested. The Electricity Company asked £3 per light, 
however, and at this price the scheme was quickly turned down. It was then suggested 
that some villagers would be willing to have a light put outside their houses, the 
Council paying them £1 per year to cover the cost. Three lights were put up, one at 
Mr Frow’s house on the corner of Kemp Road, another at the Institute, and a third on 
Mr Bradley’s house in Main Street. The Electricity Company’s response to this was 
to object, saying that domestic electricity could not be resold. When the war came in 
1939 and street lighting was banned, Swanland did not suffer as the residents were 
quite used to finding their way around in the dark!  A vote was taken after the war, 
but the village still refused to pay for street lighting. Finally, at a Parish Council 
meeting in 1954, by a vote of 135 to 11, the village agreed to have street lighting. The 
lights were switched on on 11th October of that year at a ceremony by the pond. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

Motor Vehicles 
The horse and cart did not really become redundant until well after the 1939-1945 
war. Tradesmen such as builders and joiners were still transporting their tools and 
materials by handcart and riding to work on bicycles. 
 
It would be interesting to know the date that the first motor vehicle made its 
appearance in Swanland. The writer’s father told how Doctor Murray gave him his 
first ride in a motor car. There are photographs showing a motor cycle outside The 
Forge, (post 1928 as the phone box is also there), and a splendid delivery van 
belonging to Jesse Waites, parked outside his shop, (1929). (See Fig. 9) 
 

There is also this bus ticket issued by The 
Anlaby Bus Company. As that company 
became part of Hull and District Motor 
Services in 1924,18 it is clear that 
Swanland had a bus service by that date. 
The cost of a return fare to Hull was 9d.  
 

Fig. 44 Anlaby Motor Bus Ticket 
 
The East Yorkshires’ return fare was 1/1d. This price remained well into the 40s.  
By the 1920s motor transport in all its forms was to be seen around the village though 
some would have appeared much earlier. Bicycles of course were the main alternative 
to motor transport. Almost everyone learned to ride a bike. 
 

The Telegraph and Telephone 
Telegrams were available to the village before the telephone. In 1901 it had been 
suggested that Swanland should have it own telegraph office as well as Post Office. 
There is no evidence for one having been started, the telegrams being delivered to the 
village by bicycle, from Ferriby or Hessle.  
 
When telephones arrived in the early 20s, they were initially only installed by 
businesses or by a few of the better off residents. There were so few people with 
phones that the telephone numbers for the two villages of Swanland and Ferriby were 
in no more than double figures. The number for Waites’ shop was 42. Party lines 
were cheaper. These involved the coupling of two telephones to one pair of wires, 
one had an X the other a Y added to the number. Connections were made manually 
through an exchange at Ferriby. 
 



 85

In August 1928, the Parish Council considered having a telephone kiosk. This was 
not without its problems. At the September meeting, it was agreed that one should be 
installed, provided that the calls did not cost more than two pence. The Hull 
Telephone Company willingly agreed to this, and the phonebox was installed. At the 
following meeting there was uproar, as Welton’s kiosk charged only a penny!  
 
The kiosk was positioned between the Pumping Station and Kemp Road corner. The 
telephone was little used because of the noise of the pump engine. No one could hear 
the conversation. In due course it was moved to its present position near the Institute. 
Whilst for a short spell it was later transferred onto the roadway outside the front of 
the Institute, this was found so intrusive that it was soon moved back. During this 
move the village lost the last surviving cast concrete telephone box with a pagoda 
style roof. In the picture a similar phone box is on the right.  Swanland’s telephones 
were and still are part of the unique Kingston Communications organisation. The then 
G.P.O. (now BT) serves the rest of the country.                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 45 The phone box in its original position. 
 

Fire Service 
The first suggestion that the village might have its own fire engine came in June 
1899. The idea was not adopted and fire cover was subsequently sought from Hessle. 
When in 1934 Hessle were asked if cover was still being offered, Swanland was told 
that it was, provided they were not attending a fire of their own. Just before the 1939-
45 war this commitment was put to the test. The stack yard on Percy Westerdale’s 
farm caught fire and burned for several days.  Water to extinguish the fire was 
pumped from the pond. The terraced houses on the west side of Dale Road were just 
being built and fire hoses were taken through the building site and across the fields to 
the farm. By the time that the fire was under control the pond had almost been 
pumped dry. The fire officer had predicted that the water would last only a few hours, 
in fact it lasted three days. The village could count itself fortunate that Hessle did not 
have a fire alert of their own during this period! 
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With the coming of the war, Swanland established its own Auxiliary Fire Service, 
equipped with a pump. In 1940 there was an advertisement for men aged between 30 
and 60 to man the pump. The advertiser also required a place to store the pump. For 
most of the war it was housed in part of the stable which had belonged to Swanland 
Manor. The crew helped out during the Hull blitz and was commended for its work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 46 Swanland Auxiliary Fire Service 
Left to right: Eddie Hanmer, Ron Waudby, Harry Hall, Bill Calvert, George Gant, 

John Mundy, Ron Thirkettle 
The photograph shows the crew in their first home, a Swanland Hall garage.  
 
Throughout the war Swanland House was used as a fire training school. At weekends 
the pond was used to practise pump drill.  
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Schooling 
Swanland’s schools have been comprehensively described in another chapter, based 
largely on school records. These necessarily reflect the view of the school managers 
and teachers. The writer, who was a pupil at the village school in the 1930s and 
1940’s, is able to provide a more personal account, seen from the point of view of a 
pupil. 
 
Their mothers accompanied most children for their first day at school, often with 
tears in their eyes. When the whistle was blown the boys and girls assembled in the 
yard by classes and on the instruction of the duty teacher they filed into the seniors’ 
classroom. Prayers were said and a hymn was sung. Catholic and Jewish children 
stayed in the passage. The Head Teacher used this opportunity to admonish anyone 
who had been misbehaving. Misbehaviour included out of school misdemeanours, 
such things as stealing bird’s eggs, having dirty fingernails, and staining your hands 
collecting walnuts from the two trees in the playing field behind the school.  

 
After assembly children went to their appropriate rooms. On arriving at the infant 
classroom, where a large open fire burned, all children remained standing until told to 
sit. They were made to sit bolt upright with arms folded behind their backs. Learning 
was by rote. The alphabet was recited followed by tables right up to “Twelve 
Twelve’s are One Hundred and Forty Four”.  

 
Gardening was a school activity. A vegetable garden that adjoined the playground on 
the west side was kept and plots of land behind the pond maintained. There was a 
garden shed where tools were kept. Each tool was to be cleaned to perfection before it 
was handed in. 

 
Saints Days were celebrated, as were Royal Oak Day (29th May), April Fools Day (1st 
April) and the Legging Down Day which followed it. On Shrove Tuesday everyone 
ate pancakes. 

 
Before school and during playtime, the boys played schoolyard games. These 
included ‘Hopping Johnny’, ‘Cinder Bull Chase’, ‘Tig’ and ‘Off Ground Tig’. The 
younger children played ‘What Time is it Mr Wolf’; the girls played games with 
songs such as ‘The Farmer wants a Wife’, in which they liked to include the boys. 
‘Hopscotch’ was not a popular game as there were no paving stones in Swanland. 
Different times of year called for different games. There was a time for whips and 
tops and a time for marbles. The girls had a main time for their skipping ropes,  
although these continued to be used when other games had gone out of fashion. 
 
Around the time of the Hull Fair a Rag and Bone man set up stall outside the School 
gate. In exchange for a large carrier bag full of good rags the children got a gift. One 
such gift was a goldfish, for which they had to provide their own jam jar. 
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Discipline was strict. For serious misbehaviour Miss Bailey, the head teacher, used a 
strap. The earlier chapter “The School” quotes from the logbooks referring to the 
efficiency of Miss Hill. This efficiency was achieved by a rap across the knuckles 
with the edge of a ruler. She was not very popular with the children or their parents. 
She was, on one occasion, reprimanded for tearing the buttons from a child’s shirt. 
Inattention or stupidity was punished by being made to stand behind the blackboard. 
The dunces cap had just been abolished by this time.  

 
Monitors assisted the teachers. The ink monitor filled inkwells. The milk monitor 
assisted in distributing the children’s milk. Each child had a free third of a pint of 
milk each morning. One was introduced to the pen on arriving in the junior 
classroom. Metal nibbed dipping pens were used which scratched and made big blots 
in the pupils’ books. Slates were still being used in the infants classes. 

 
Just before the writer’s time at school, a third classroom was added so that there were 
then three rooms. Pupils’ ages ranged from five to fourteen, so that there were three 
standards in each room. Each standard had a row of desks and the teacher addressed 
herself to one row at a time. 
 
Pupils in the other two rows were set work to do on their own. Scholarships were 
introduced for ten and eleven year olds. These examinations, if passed, allowed a 
pupil to go to a grammar school in Hull or later in Beverley. The pupils who did not 
pass these tests stayed on at Swanland School until they were fourteen. There was 
another chance to go forward to technical training in Hull’s technical college at the 
age of twelve. The boys received training in engineering or the building trade. The 
girls could have commercial training at Wood’s College. 

 
The war brought many extra pupils to the school, in the form of evacuees, including 
Jewish children from the Anlaby Road and Linneaus Street areas of Hull. These 
children were initially taught in the Chapel vestry but were eventually integrated into 
the main school. The numbers in the school were said to reach a hundred at this time, 
although the school logbooks suggest that this figure was not reached until much 
later. Times were hard with two teachers working in the same room. 

 
Gas masks were issued and were to be carried to school. Their square boxes hung on 
a string, along with the coats, on the pegs in the cloakroom. Practising to use them 
was part of the lessons. The face visors steamed up, making it impossible to read the 
board. Happily they were never used in “anger.” 
 
In 1952 it was decided that there was to be a form of comprehensive education. 
Twelve-year-old children were to be sent for schooling to Hessle. As there were no 
direct buses between the villages, the children either used two different buses or rode 
on bicycles. This became very controversial and pupils actually went on strike and 
instead of going to Hessle they came to Swanland School. When South Hunsley 
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School was built in 1956, real comprehensive schooling started. Even then it took 
some time to decide if the new distance to school warranted the paying of bus fares. 
 
In the late 1940s Mrs Benger opened a private ‘Prep’ school in the southern vestry of 
the Congregational Church. Mrs Benger lived with her husband and sister in a cottage 
on the east side of Dale Road. When she retired she sold the school to Miss Trotter. 
The staff and children had lunch in ‘The Café’ on the corner of Dale Road; the café at 
this time was owned by Mr and Mrs Minogue who also were proprietors of the 
adjoining mini supermarket. The school passed into the hands of Mrs Jefferson but 
eventually moved to a building in Jenny Brough Lane, Hessle. 
 
Just before the 1939 war a Mrs Bell, who lived in a large house on Greenstiles Lane, 
started a nursery school. She had a nanny, Lois Waudby, to look after her own 
children and she was given the task of running the school. The summerhouse in the 
garden was used as the schoolroom.  Miss Winter taught Greek dancing in the same 
venue. Three village girls Gwen Frow, Enid Hunter and Audrey Wilson were invited 
to join these Saturday morning classes. The same Miss Winter later became the 
primary teacher in the village school. In the sixties another toddlers’ group was 
formed in the new Village Hall. In 1996 Building Blocks Preschool was established 
in the Scout building near the playing field on West Leys Road. 
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Healthcare 
Before the coming of the National Health Service, families had to find the means to 
purchase their own medicinal requirements. Responsible people took out a form of 
insurance, often with a Friendly Society. These companies collected a small sum of 
money each month (approx. 2s. per family per month) and they then paid the doctors’ 
and hospital bills when necessary. Others paid the doctor whenever they could. It is 
known that in many cases the doctors waived their fees. We had no doctors living in 
the village, the majority of them came from Hessle. At the turn of the century their 
only means of transport was the horse. Houses often had an iron ring fastened to the 
wall on which the horse could be secured. Doctor Murray was one such practitioner 
who rode from Hessle on horseback to visit the sick in Swanland. There were two 
other doctors also practising from Hessle. Both Drs. Milligan and Simpson now used 
motor cars instead of the horse. In many cases the doctors also made up their own 
prescribed medicines themselves. After a requested visit had been made, the pills or 
medicines were delivered to the porch of Andrews’ house next to the Café (4 West 
End). A relative picked up the prescription from the porch that became known as 
‘The surgery’. Before the telephone came to the village, to request a visit from the 
doctor, a friend or relative wrote the patient’s name on a slate in the porch. The next 
time the doctor came to the village he collected the names from the slate and wiped it 
clean before visiting the patients. Dr. Eaton set up his surgery at Ferriby. These 
practices have been carried on by a succession of doctors.  
 
There were also ladies who looked after the medical care in the village in other ways. 
Although not in any way trained, some ladies helped the ‘mothers to be’ with 
childbirth. Because they lived in the village they often arrived before the doctor, 
frequently the job was done before his arrival. Mrs Sutton was one such person, she 
always boasted about being the first to slap the writer’s bottom. After bereavement 
Mrs Milner was always on hand to lay out the corpse. Eventually a district nurse 
travelled round on a bicycle to assist with these tasks and many others, including 
removing lice from children’s hair. After the war a district nurse took up residence in 
the village. In the last quarter of the century a doctor’s surgery was established in one 
of the cottages in West End. Before this each of the doctors held surgery in the village 
hall on nominated days. 
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LEISURE ACTIVITIES AND THE VILLAGE HALL 

Playing Fields 
In March 1897 it was suggested that the village should have a playing field, but 
nothing came of the suggestion.19  
 
The first cricket pitch was established in the Manor Park and the team was called 
‘Swanland Manor Cricket Team’. It was there in June 1905, the school log book 
notes that Arthur Beilby was killed by being hit with a cricket ball. The pitch was  
moved in the early 30s across Kemp Road to its eastern side behind and to the south 
of a house now called “Brentwood”. After the war Swanland was without a cricket 
team until the new playing field was established to the west of West Leys Road in the 
playing field.  
 
Football pitches were in different locations at different times. There was no shortage 
of pastureland that could be adopted, without having to cut the grass. The animals 
kept it short. Both sides of Dale Road were at one time or another used as pitches, the 
last one being on its west side in George Westerdale’s field.  
 

The Village Hall 
On 14th July 1925 Sir Philip Reckitt attended the Parish Council meeting to reveal 
that he wished to build a Village Hall for Swanland in memory of his father.20 (The 
History of the Sir James Reckitt Charity states that it was also in memory of his son 
James who had died at Leighton Park School at the age of sixteen). He added the 
wish that the Parish Council would take it over after its completion. The Council was 
initially dubious, but decided to accept. By October 1927 all was agreed and the 
Council had nominated a number of their members as managers. In the event, the 
Council never took over the responsibility for the Hall. It remained in the hands of 
Reckitt’s Trust and was managed by a committee of village people. 
 
The new building was the envy of all the villages around. The beautifully built 
structure had a stage with two large cloakrooms, a large kitchen and serving bar, a 
committee room and ladies’ and gentlemen’s toilets. It was heated with a coke-fired 
boiler, however this eventually became the Hall’s major problem. The Hall was 
surrounded by a grass-covered playing field. A caretaker was appointed to look after 
it, fire the boiler, and cut the grass on the bowling green and tennis courts. Initially 
the caretaker lived in a cottage behind the pond. A house was then built on Tranby 
Lane next to the Hall, especially for him. 
 
The Hall was well used. It was lofty enough for Badminton to be played and large 
enough for whist drives and dances. The churches and other organisations put on 
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concerts and plays for the entertainment of villagers. During wartime the forces 
enjoyed its use for weekly dances and a mobile cinema paid weekly visits. 
 
 

Other Entertainments 
The Chapel Vestry provided another venue for community events. A group known as 
‘The Guild’ provided a series of interesting lectures. A Mr Leggott, one of the 
designers of the first tank to be used by the army, delivered one such lecture. Others 
included fascinating tales of far off lands. 
 
Summer evenings saw children playing games in the fields. Rounders was perhaps 
the most popular game. On winter evenings ‘Hide and Seek’, or ‘Block’ was played.   
 
In the late twenties or early thirties Major Cecil Slack and a man named Leggott, son 
of the aforementioned, formed a Scout group, which has continued to the present 
time. Cubs, Guides and Brownies and a youth group in the Christ Church vestry were 
other organisations. Children also made their own amusements. 
 
A large agricultural and horticultural show became an annual event. It was situated at 
first on the land now occupied by Dale Close, but later took place on the other side of 
Dale Road on George Westerdale’s land. The field, on which the present 
developments of ‘Westerdale’ and ‘The Green’ are built, was at one time known as 
‘The Show Field’. The Show was very popular, as it was the only time in the year 
when Swanland had a bar, serving beer from a marquee. It ceased because of 
successive years of atrocious weather. The horticultural part has since been revived. 
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CELEBRATIONS 

 
Fig. 47 Best Dressed Bicycle for George V Coronation 1911 

The cycle on the right is an aeroplane and one in the centre is a boat 
 

Fig. 48 Slow Cycle Race also for 1911 Coronation 
in a field that is now Manor Road. The back of the Old Parsonage is the  

building toward the left 
These images are the only information found on this event. It is interesting to note 
that it is grownups that are taking part in both pictures. 
 
Contained in the books of Parish Council Minutes are several original programmes 
for village events that took place to commemorate Royal Occasions. One such was 
the Silver Jubilee of George V that was celebrated in 1935. The programme indicates 
that there was a religious service in the morning at the James Reckitt Memorial Hall, 
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followed by a sports afternoon and fancy dress parade. Hesslewood Orphanage Band 
supplied the music.  
 
The writer’s pedal car was one of the entries in the fancy dress competition. Real ice 
cream wafers were served from it.  Rileys Dairies were the principal ice-cream 
makers in the area at the time, later becoming part of Northern Foods.  
 
A dance band was booked for the evening at a cost of two guineas for the whole 
band.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 49 The writer as an ice-cream vendor 
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Fig. 50 Silver Jubilee Programme 
 
 
 
The coronation of George VI in 1937 saw further celebrations in the village. As 
before, mugs were distributed, and there was a dance in the Village Hall. Parish 
Minutes record that it was decided not to use Wakeling’s Dance band any more. 
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THE WAR YEARS 1939-1945 
The Second World War had a significant effect on village life. Villagers joined the 
Auxiliary Fire Service, Home Guard, Air Raid Precautions (A.R.P). or Ambulance 
Service and grew more vegetables in their gardens or allotments as part of the war 
effort. Evacuees came to the village to escape the bombs that fell on Hull and soldiers 
were also billeted in villagers’ homes. 
 

Parish Council Affairs 
Parish Council Minutes provide a picture of the effect of the early years of the war on 
the village. 
Extracts are as follows: 
 
July 1940 It was suggested that seven air raid shelters should be erected. In the 

event only one was erected. This was next to the pond, and was never 
used in anger. 

 
August 1940 A report was made to the effect that the Village Hall might be taken 

over by the military authority. The army commandeered all empty 
properties. Turkey Hall was used as the officers’ mess, the old Priory 
Farmhouse was used to billet soldiers and the pork butcher’s shop, 
(next to Toft House), was used as the NAAFI. Soldiers were also to be 
billeted with families.  

 
June 1941 A voluntary food organisation was established to hold emergency 

rations in case of invasion. A food production club was to be started. 
 

September 1941 Emergency rations were stored in the loft at Swanland House. 
 
October 1941 A survey of iron railings was made. Those considered unnecessary 

were taken to be melted down for the war effort, including the railings 
in front of the Chapel, and the Institute. 

 
February 1942 A search was made for land for new allotments. The writer’s father 

was one of those who made this request. The land chosen was 
accessed from Kemp Road, the soil was heavy clay and it was difficult 
to dig and cultivate. The first crop of potatoes was large but full of 
slugs. 

 
April 1942 The Scouts’ Headquarters, in the yard opposite the pond (now 

Blacksmiths’ Yard), had been taken over by the Home Guard. 
Alternative premises for the Scouts were discussed, but no solution 
was found. 
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Evacuees 
When discussing schooling mention was made of the Jewish evacuees who came 
from Hull to escape the devastation of the bombing. They came with two teachers, 
Miss Sheinrog and Mrs Kaye, and a large number of them lived with village families. 
Their Rabbi, Mr Levinson also came to Swanland and rented a house in Dale Road. 

 

Prisoners 
German prisoners of war worked on the farms. A few lived on the farm the majority 
came by truck each day. 
 

Fig. 51 Six German Prisoners at Westfield Farm 
The others shown are the officer in charge of the prisoners (in uniform),  

Beth Wilson and George Westerdale (with dog) 

Wartime Reminiscences 
The writer was eight years old when the war broke out, and wartime provided a host 
of things to attract the attention of a boy. 
 
There were the army buses and brengun carriers. The latter ran on tracks similar to 
those of a tank and were open topped carrying a machine gun. Village boys who got 
to know the soldiers billeted in the village had the opportunity to strip down and 
reassemble their rifles and other firearms.  
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A part time army was formed known as Local Defence Volunteers, L.D.V for short. 
They wore khaki denim overalls. The name was changed to Home Guard; they then 
wore the same uniform as ordinary soldiers with a Home Guard shoulder flash. 
Scouts acted as signallers and messengers for the Home Guard, who took them on all 
their activities, including rifle shooting. The boys pasted targets. This involved 
sticking on patches to cover the bullet holes. Before they returned home the Scouts 
were given the chance to fire five rounds each. Training for the Home Guard took 
place every Sunday morning. There was a large quantity of fertiliser stored under the 
barn that they used. It stayed there throughout the war and it was possibly there to be 
used for emergency explosives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig. 52 The Scout messengers with the Home Guard 

Back row: Maffin, Waters, Cummins, Chambers, McWilliam,  
Second row: Scott, Sellers,R. Branton. Jim Johnson, Jordon, Hunter.  

Third row: T Branton, Sgt. Jordon, Major McLennon, Lt. Calvert, Sgt. Roslin, Cpl Martin, 
Front row scouts: D. Brooks, J Johnson, C, Beckett and M Andrew. 

After a morning with the Home Guard the boys moved on to the Fire Service training 
school, at Swanland House, where they served meals to the firemen. They were given 
a meal themselves, which helped to eke out the families’ rations. On Saturday 
mornings the Scouts collected waste paper in their trek carts to assist with the war 
effort.  

 
The first bombs to fall on the village were thankfully only small ones. They fell in the 
field on which No 34 Dale Road is now built. It is said that in all over 360 bombs fell 
in the parish. It is possible that the large number of bombs includes all of the small 
incendiary bombs that fell in the fields to the north of the village and on Chambers’ 
Trinity House farm. Some incendiary bombs set the corn stacks alight at the farm. 
None of these bombs were thought to be aimed at specific targets but were the result 
of German bombers emptying the aircraft of the last of their load before returning 
home.  



 99

 
 
Because of the bombing raids it was not permissible to have even 
a chink of light showing. It was the job of the Air Raid 
Precaution wardens to go round the village to check this. The 
total blackout made cloudless nights a picture. The moon and 
stars showed up in extraordinary brilliance. 
 
 
 

Fig. 53 ARP badge 
 

Hull was a constant target. On the nights of the blitz, the sky was lit up by fires, and 
by the searchlights criss-crossing in an attempt to spot enemy aircraft so that anti-
aircraft gunners could shoot them down. When the sirens and air raids had disturbed a 
night’s sleep, the village children were allowed to arrive at school an hour late. It was 
well established that it was possible to tell by the drone of their engines whose 
aircraft were flying overhead. 

 
During hostilities, two planes crashed close to the village and both were British. 
Shortly before lunchtime on 2nd September 1944, the writer heard the sound of an 
aircraft flying very low. He opened the front door of the house just in time to see a 
Halifax bomber narrowly missing the roof of Mere House. It hit the large elm trees 
behind the house, but carried on flying. The pilot was obviously doing his best to 
miss the houses. He brought the plane down on a tiny field, on which part of Chantry 
Way East is now built. As the writer passed by, a lady with a child in her arms was 
standing at her front door, no more than fifteen yards from the aircraft’s first point of 
impact. The wings and the front part of the fuselage were in the furthest corner of the 
field. The impact caused the rear part of the fuselage to break off and fall across the 
front. The writer was first on the scene. One crewman was dead, another had injuries 
to his abdomen, and the third was walking about but dazed.  Although the full crew 
would have been seven men, there were only three on this occasion because the 
aircraft was on a test flight. The wreckage caught fire, and the fuel tanks and 
ammunition exploded. The helpers had to shelter behind and under a fire truck. 
Fortunately there were no civilian casualties. The fire cooked apples on nearby trees 
and onions in the garden. The small field in which the wreckage of the aircraft fell 
was hardly wider than the wingspan of the Halifax.  

 
Later on, there was another crash in the village.  A Tiger Moth, from the flying school 
at Brough, had been low flying, known as hedge hopping, when the undercarriage 
caught a strand of barbed wire. The first anyone knew of the incident was when the 
young pilot was seen walking down Dale Road in his flying suit, asking for a 
telephone box to report the accident. 
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When all hostilities had ceased King George VI sent this personal message to all 
school children. 
 

Victory celebrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 8th May 1945, Victory in Europe 
Day (VE day), everyone was in jubilant 
mood. The children borrowed hand bells 
and rattles that had been used as 
warning devices. They danced and 
cheered in the streets and in the evening 
there was a huge bonfire. On the top of a 
straw stack fire, effigies of Hitler and 
Mussolini were burned. The celebrations 
cost the village  £43 9s 6d.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig. 54 The King’s message to the children 

 



 101

THE POST WAR YEARS 
 

Additions to the war memorial 
 
Before continuing with the history of the village, it is perhaps seemly to pause at this 
point and to remember those villagers who sacrificed their lives in the 1939-45 war. 
In October 1948, the following names were added to the War Memorial: 
 
 
Villager Service Lost in  

Action 
Theatre of war 

S. Andrew RAF Fighter 
Command, Sgt. Pilot 

Sept.1940 U.K.Essex 

L.Burkitt RN H.M.S. 
Forfar, AB 

Dec.1940 Atlantic 

J.Kirby  RAF Coastal 
Command, Sgt. Pilot 

Jan.1943 U.K. Cornwall 

F. Robinson Army L. Cpl 
Yorks & Lancs 

Jan  1945 Burmah 

B.Sissons Army, East.Yorks 
Regiment, Captain 

Jun. 1940 Dunkirk 

N.Saravanos RAFVR, Sgt. Pilot Dec.1943  
 

P.Webb RAF Fighter 
Command, Sgt. Pilot 

Dec.1943 N.Africa 

J.Webber RAF Coastal 
Command, Sgt. Pilot 

Dec. 1941  

Table 2 
 

 

     
In May 1946 Hull Council made an attempt to enlarge its area of control taking in 
many of its surrounding villages, including Swanland. Fortunately the green belt was 
here to stay. 
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Fig. 55 The Air Raid Shelter becomes a bus shelter 
and a village sign was erected   

 
Also in 1946 the air raid shelter, a relic of the war, was turned into a bus shelter. 
Thankfully this monstrosity has been completely removed. 
 
 
In December 1955 the Council officially renamed Crowther Lane, “Dale Road”. I 
believe it was at this time that all the houses were properly numbered to assist the 
postmen. 
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THE GROWTH IN POPULATION 
 
The story of Swanland in the second half of the twentieth century was essentially one 
of growth. The words of the Rev. J.G.Patton could not have been more prophetic.  
 
  Year  Population  Number of  Source 
       Houses 
 
  1951  1212   388   22 
  1961  1330      22 
  1971  2303   800   22 
  1984  3060      23 
  1998           ca 4000          ca  1500   24 

 
Table 3   Growth of the Population of Swanland, 1951 - 1998 

 
The Development Plan for the County of York in 1960 declared the village to be:  
“minor centre where all suitable development should be encouraged.”24 
 

BUILDING DEVELOPMENTS 

New Houses 
To address the growing demand for housing it was agreed in April 1945 to build 
prefabricated houses in Beech Grove. In February 1949 four new houses were being 
built on the west side of Dale Road. In May of that year the six Council houses on the 
east side had been built and allocated. These six houses were originally called Dale 
Grove, but in later renumbering became 32 to 42 Dale Road. These Council houses 
were the first in the village to be built to modern standards. In 1953 The Council 
estate known as Dale Close was built behind the Dale Grove houses. 

 
In most cases new building land came by infilling land where small farms or gardens 
had been. It is only in recent years that the encroachment of farmland at the edges has 
taken place. Queensbury Way was built on a central field that previously had been a 
pig farm as also were Mere Way and Priory Close. Manor Road had been a home 
field for Manor Model Farm. Stratton Park and On Hill were built partly on the mink 
farm land and partly on land that had contained two large 1930 houses. With these 
developments came the demise of the mink farm, which was situated on North Drive 
between Main Street and Tranby Lane. Its aromatic odours had been the cause of 
many a complaint and in 1956 the Parish Council had threatened to resign en bloc if 
the County allowed the farm to continue,25 although they did not do so. Grange Park 
also replaced The Grange, another large house. Mere Way replaced Walshaw’s Priory 
farm and filling station. Priory Close named after Priory Farm was built on land 
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owned by Lister, the butcher and the land to the rear of Pebble Villa. Dower Rise 
replaced a derelict but attractive Georgian house and grounds named Dower House. 
Northfield was built on a green field site running from Main Street through to Dale 
Road. This caused the loss of three cottages on Main Street. St. Barnabas Drive and 
the new Church took up another grassy island. By 1998 the number of houses in the 
village had risen to around 1,500 compared to the 388 there had been in 1951.  
 
 
 
1960s 1970s  1980s  1990s 
Chantry Way East Grange Park Hall Park Styles Croft 
Manor Road Northfield North Drive Todds  Close 
Queensbury Way Northdale Park St.Barnabas Drive Haldenby Court 
 Wauldby View Beech Grove  The Green 
 Wood View Stratton Park  Westerdale 
 Meadow Walk On Hill  
 Mere Way Crowther Way  
 
Table 4   Some of the Building Developments in Swanland, 1960 - 2000 
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Fig. 56 Plan of Swanland 2000 
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND SERVICES 
Whilst the principal change to be observed in the village was the growth in housing, 
changes in public buildings and services were also taking place.  
 

THE DEMISE OF OLD FACILITIES 
 

The Blacksmith 
Throughout the 1950s and 1960s Swanland retained its resident blacksmith. His forge 
was situated just to the east of Mere House. George Watson was the last village 
blacksmith, he retired in 1971. The houses in Blacksmith’s Yard were built on the site 
in 1997. A smith still visits the village to shoe the horses of those requiring his 
services. 
 

The Methodist Chapel 
In 1963 the Minister of the Methodist Church (behind Caley’s Supermarket) and the 
Pastor of the Congregational Chapel entered into discussion regarding the joining 
together of the two churches. 26  Much debate followed over the next eighteen years, 
but by 1981 a sharing agreement was signed and Christ Church was born. The United 
Reformed Church and the Methodists had come together to worship in the “Church 
by the Pond”. The former Methodist Church, built in 1828, had become unsafe to use 
in 1975-6. Following the formation of a joint church it was abandoned and eventually 
demolished. 
 
 

Overhead Power Cables and the Pond Side 
In 1965 the Parish Council made two decisions aimed at “beautifying Swanland”. 
Wooden poles carrying overhead power cables in Mill Road were taken down and 
uneven ground at the side of the village pond was to be levelled.27 
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NEW BUILDINGS AND SERVICES 

The New School and Village Hall, (see also The School part) 
 
In April 1958 the Council minutes record that Reckitt Trust requested that the village 
should fund the maintenance of the Village Hall. Nothing came of this. 
Growth in the post war population resulted in the need for a new Primary School. In 
1963 the James Reckitt Memorial Hall was purchased by the County Council to form 
part of such a development. 28 
 
The Hall had been provided for the village by Philip Reckitt and had served in staging 
community events for over thirty years. The Parish Council had expected that part of 
it would remain available for village use and for a time it did, but in 1969 the doctors,  
Youth Club, Brownies and Guides, Cubs and Scouts, and the Badminton Club were 
all given notice to quit. An alternative site for the school had been considered on the 
corner of Greenstiles Lane and Tranby Lane, but because of its central location the 
Memorial Hall was preferred.   
 
The monies realised from the sale were used by the James Reckitt Trust to build a 
new Hall29 that opened in 1965 behind the old school. The plaque commemorating 
Philip Reckitt’s original donation was incorporated. The first use of the new building 
was by Swanland Bowling Club to hold their annual dinner and prize giving.  
 
 

Bowling and Tennis Club Pavilions 
 
New pavilions for both the Bowling Club and the Tennis Club appeared. The 
replacement Bowling Club Pavilion was built in 1970 and was opened by the then 
Sheriff of Hull, Mr Basil Reckitt. The club captain was Mr E. Reaveley and the 
Treasurer, Mr S. Jennison. A replacement Tennis Club Pavilion was built in 1996, 
with the aid of a Lottery Grant. 
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The Village Pub 
  
At the end of the nineteenth century, the publican of the White Horse, Swanland’s 
public house, lost his licence. The loss resulted from the death of a farm labourer who 

had had too much to drink one 
Christmas Day. The village was not to 
have a public house again for nearly a 
hundred years. In 1980, a licence was 
once more granted, but not before 
much debate, and not on the same site. 
The debate was covered extensively 
by the local press. 
 
 

     Fig. 57 The old Public House 
 
There had been unsuccessful applications in 1951 and again in 1966, to convert Mere 
House into licensed premises. These would have involved the demolition of its west 
wing. The Parish Council opposed the 1966 request on the grounds of road safety30 
however they were not opposed to a public house on another site. 
 
In 1969 another application was made, this time to develop a central site in the village 
on the south side of Main Street and to build there a public house, library and shops. 
Opinion in the village was split. After the application was published in the press one 
councillor’s telephone line was said to be  ‘hot with protest calls for two or three 
hours’.31 Petitions were raised both for and against the scheme. The planning 
authority thought it would overload existing sewerage facilities. It would also have 
involved the rehousing of seven cottagers. In the end the brewery lost interest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 58 The proposed development site 
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Fig. 59 The eventual outcome: ‘The Swan and Cygnet’ 
 
In 1974 a third scheme was proposed. An application was made to develop the old 
Priory Farm buildings and the more modern farmhouse, as a freehouse pub, offices, 
shops and private dwelling. The Priory farm was then a pig farm and the new public 
house was to be called ‘The Pig and Whistle’. 32 In 1977 the proposal was modified to 
include a restaurant. Following bitter debate this proposal was turned down in 
November 1978 on the grounds that it would be a “gross over development”. A lesser 
scheme was not opposed.33 Eventually in 1980, following thirty years of wrangling, 
the present scheme for a public house was approved, and The ‘Swan and Cygnet’ was 
born. Swanland was no longer a ‘dry’ village. 
 
Between this debating Walshaws in February 1959 had made an application and 
received permission to build a Petrol Filling Station that had to be demolished to 
build Mere Way. (Filling station can be seen on Fig. 37). 
 
 

Maternity Care 
 
As previously mentioned, most children were traditionally born at home with the 
assistance of the district nurse or a village helper. In the sixties a maternity home was 
established in Woodgates Lane, North Ferriby. For several years around the sixties 
most village babies were born there. 
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New small shops and enterprises post war 
A Gents Hairdresser was established at 14 West End that had two proprietors firstly 
Bob Kirk then Frank Oliver. This shop next became a cake shop and is currently a 
beautician’s business.  
 
A Gown shop opened at Number 14a West End and when this closed the premises 
were used as Ramshaws Estate Agency. It was next used by a Greengrocer before 
Bridget and John King started their Physiotherapy Clinic. 
 
Plumber, Raymond Taylor used 16 West End as his workshop after the cobbler 
vacated it. Derek Brooks then used it for a variety of enterprises namely electric and 
television repairs, printing, and the sale of paint and wallpaper. His wife Wendy took 
over the shop and, after giving the place a major clean up, opened as an Antique shop. 
It has since been a gift shop, a picture framing shop and is now a book shop. When 
Raymond Taylor vacated 16a he built a new plumbing shop in Kemp Road. When 
Raymond retired his shop became a ladies hairdressers. Peter Jagger, Raymonds 
apprentice, carried on the plumbing business from his home in Dale Close. 
 
Television repair shop. Number 16a was used for this purpose by George Anderson. 
When George left, Robin Allen and his wife opened selling fancy goods. The shop at 
this time was linked to Robin’s picture framing shop. 16a is now the Chemist’s shop. 
 
Washing Machines. G.F. Brooks carried out an enterprise that indicates the economy 
of the time. When the small Hoover washing machines were first manufactured they 
were in short supply and not everyone could afford to buy one. He bought three 
machines and hired them out, the charge was 2/6d for the morning. 
 
Market Gardening. In the early decades Harry Gray sold garden produce from his 
house opposite North Drive in Main Street. A Mr. Train owned the walled garden of 
Swanland Hall on North Drive. He lived opposite the garden and also sold garden 
produce. After the war, Howard Waters bought the walled garden where one of his 
specialities was Chrysanthemums. He later moved to the present premises on Beech 
Hill where the business has continued as Swanland Nurseries. Reg Harrop grew and 
sold excellent tomatoes in what had been Reckitt’s walled garden on West Leys Road 
before he opened a fruit shop in Main Street. 
 
Garden Equipment. Another entrepreneur was Fred Adamson who established a 
successful business on Occupation Lane selling light agricultural machinery and 
lawnmowers. 
 
Window cleaner. Firstly Hanmer and Farmery kept Swanland’s windows clean but 
later Ron Farmery ran the business on his own. 
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The Mains Gas Supply 
As early as 1891 Swanland Manor had a gas supply, with William Farmery as gas 
maker. The base of the gasometer is still to be seen in what were once the woods of 
the old Manor. In 1898 it had been suggested that the village streets be lit by gas.34 
The nearest public gasworks were at Brough and in 1901 a request was made for a 
supply to be made available. This request was turned down and Swanland had to wait 
until 1964 to receive its mains supply. This initially fed the development that was 
taking place on Chantry Way East. It was taken from Melton Bottom and followed 
the line of Dale Road. Part of the main was laid too close to the edge of the pond. 
This caused water to flow out of the pond and into the trench. The water exited the 
gas pipe trench close to North Drive and it left a cavernous hole beside the pond. 
 

NEW RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the 1960s there was a thriving 
Table Tennis Club playing in the Church 
Hall and the old Schoolroom. This had as 
many as five teams playing in different 
leagues. 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 60 Richard Brooks at the table 
Playing a table tennis match in the old schoolroom 
 
In the last two decades of the century two new recreational facilities were provided 
for Swanland. In 1988 a playing field and children’s playground were created off 
West Leys Road and in 1996 the University of the Third Age was established in the 
village. 
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The Playing Field 
With the loss of the village hall to the school its surrounding grass playing area also 
became part of the school property. The only area to remain was the small portion 
containing the equipment (swings etc). So a need was established for a new site that 
would include a sports field. A planning agreement was obtained in 1987. A local 
developer agreed to help fund a new playing field in lieu of providing a play area on 
his development. A Playing Field Association was formed and a field was purchased 
on West Wold, West Leys Road. This now has football pitches, cricket pitch, a well-
equipped play area and a pavilion. There is also adequate car parking. A new brick 
Scout hut was built on this site. 

The University of the Third Age 
In 1996 a University of the Third Age was established. Its purpose was to provide 
lectures and a wide range of activities for those in and around the village, retired from 
full time employment. It immediately proved extremely popular. Over 80 people 
attended its first meeting and membership increased from about 180 in 1997 to 309 in 
1999. A wide range of interest groups evolved, ranging from Ambling to Yoga, and 
visits are arranged both in the U.K. and abroad.   
 
 

Village Preservation 
With the growth in housing came a need to exercise some influence over new 
developments and preserve all that was best of the old.  
 
In June 1987, The Swanland Preservation Society was formed with the objective of 
retaining the village’s character. It became involved initially with the proposed Beech 
Hill development, which it opposed. In 1989 it was decided to extend its aims to 
embrace improvement of the village rather than simply its preservation, and the name 
was changed to the Swanland Village Association.   
 
The Village Association took an active interest in various village developments 
including those in Greenstiles Lane and Westfield Farm, and the filling station and 
restaurant proposed for the Tranby Lane / A164 intersect. It gave evidence at the 
Public Local Inquiry into Swanland’s position in the Local Borough Plan and 
between 1997 and 1999 produced a Village Design Statement to serve the local 
planning authority as ‘supplementary planning guidance.’   
 
To encourage interest in village affairs the Association distributes Newsletters and 
holds open meetings with speakers on matters of local interest. It also helps improve 
the appearance of the village by extensive planting of daffodils and crocuses and 
initiating changes to the surroundings of the old school. Their achievements resulted 
in the village winning the Yorkshire in Bloom Competition in 1997 and 1998. 
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During 1999 the East Riding of Yorkshire Council approved, as a conservation area, 
certain parts of the village on Main Street and West End. The majority of the 
buildings in the conservation area were over 100 years old and many were of 
eighteenth century origin. Seventeen are Grade II listed buildings. 35  
 
 

The Village Hall 
At the time of writing a scheme is being progressed to build a new village hall. The 
old school is to be refurbished and will be linked to the new building on the site of the 
old Memorial Hall. The new hall may be used for some sporting activities.  
 

 

THE NEW ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The original St. Barnabas church was situated next to Pebble Villa. It was first known 
as the ‘Mission Room’; it had a church hall constructed behind it. The church became 
too small for the congregation. With the St. Barnabas Drive and Beech Hill 
development came a new and up to date church. This, a multi purpose building, 
contains the church itself and a large hall. These two rooms if the need arises can be 
made into one by the removal of a central screen. The Church building also has two 
committee rooms, a lounge, an office, a kitchen, toilet facility and a smaller music 
room or crèche.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 61 The new St. Barnabas 
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VILLAGE CELEBRATIONS 
 
The present Queen’s Coronation celebrations included a dance in the Memorial Hall. 
Children received a souvenir mug. Her Silver Jubilee was celebrated quite differently. 
The village was divided into districts and competed in a frivolous but very 
entertaining version of It’s a Knockout.  
 
It is perhaps fitting to end the history of the twentieth century with a mention of the 
Swanland 2000 Festival. Between June 24th and July 9th 2000, the village celebrated 
the millennium in style. The celebrations included many events. They opened by the 
pond with contributions from the oldest and the presence of the youngest villager and 
Mr D Brooks provided a brief history of the village. Events included choral and 
instrumental concerts, a flower festival, and a photographic exhibition including a 
large collection of historical views of the village. A swing band played on the pub 
lawn. Profits made were used to purchase a clock (a timepiece to remind us of a 
special date) which will be mounted on the old school after its refurbishment. A 
church service was held outdoors on the first Sunday and a musical “Hopes and 
Dreams” was presented on the last. 
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APPENDIX 1: NUMBER ON ROLL AT SWANLAND SCHOOL 
Taken from logbooks and Governors Reports 

 
1871    Number on roll: 35. 
1905    Number on roll: 81 
1935    School places reduced to 82. 
1939  37 children from the Jewish School in Linnaeus Street, Hull plus 2  

teachers were evacuated to Swanland School.  Also 21 unofficial 
evacuees joined the school.   

1950  Official number on roll reached 100 for first time. 
1966 Jan.  Number on roll:  80 
1970 Jan.  Number on roll: 179 
1975 Apr. Number on roll: 293 
1980 Jan.  Number on roll: 219 
1985 Jan.  Number on roll: 204 
1989 Jan.  Number on roll: 187.   
1995 Jan.  Number on roll: 281 
2000 Jan.  Number on roll: 314 
2000 Nov. Number on roll: 335 
2001 Oct.  Number on roll: 372 
2002 Oct.  Number on roll: 365 
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APPENDIX 2: HEAD TEACHERS OF SWANLAND SCHOOL 
 
1777     Head teacher of Thomas Blossom was Mr. Peter Hodsman 
1830s   Miss Thompson 
1843-1883  Mr. Richard Witty 
1883-1913  Mr. William Beynon 
1913-1920  Mr James Lowe  
1920-1924  Mrs. Whittaker  
1924-1947  Miss Dorothy Bailey 
1947-1953  Mr. J. Arthur Beaumont  
1953-1971  Mr. Idris Bridges  
1971-1979  Mr.Tony Featherstone  
1979-1989  Mrs. Margaret Adamson  
1990-present  Mr. Ray Woodward is the Head Teacher. 
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APPENDIX 3: SCHOOL BUILDING DEVELOPMENTS 
 
      First Site: Schoolroom connected to Chapel building  
 

1694 Chapel and School built.  The school occupied the vestry next to the chapel. 
1803 New chapel built to the south of the old schoolroom. 
1854 New schoolroom built on site of old; this is the present vestry to the north of 
the chapel. James Watson of Swanland Manor paid for the building. 
Land for this rebuilt schoolroom and Christopher Leake Ringrose gave the 
playground. (His son Robert B Ringrose executed the conveyance of the land, 
later.)  
 
Second Site: Schoolroom situated behind the pond 
 
1876  New school built to the south of the pond, the entire cost being met by Mr.  
John Todd, Esquire of Swanland Hall. 
1894 An additional classroom for use of infants was built on the south side of the 
building.  Mr. Todd also paid for this. 
1901 Water for drinking and washing was laid to the school. 
1904 New cloakrooms added to the school. 
1907 Pipes were laid for proper heating of classroom.  Open fire in infants’ room. 
Following appointment of new head teacher in 1924 there was continual concern 
expressed about the deficiencies of the building. 
1926 New heating system installed.    
1929 Concrete floor fitted in senior cloakroom because of dry rot. 
1930 School buildings handed over to the care of East Riding County Council. 
1932 Outside “offices” were converted and outside drainage provided. 
1935 Electric cable laid to school so it could use its newly presented radiogram. 
1936 Further extension to the north of the school completed consisting of a large 
classroom and two new cloakrooms downstairs and staff room and store room 
upstairs. This changed the external appearance. (See Figs. 5 and 11) There was 
also a new heating system and electricity was run through the building. 
1938 School undertook, with permission of Parish Council, to improve the 
appearance round the pond.  A chalk infill was laid and shrubs planted. 
1946 Owing to boiler leakage, the James Reckitt Memorial Hall (present school) 
was used for junior and senior classes.  Once new boiler had been installed it 
continued to be used for indoor PT instruction and dancing. 
1948 Further alterations to the infants classroom. 
1950 Church vestry had to be used for classes, for two years, owing to high 
numbers. 
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Third Site: Present one on Tranby Lane 
 
1963 East Riding Council purchased the James Reckitt Memorial Hall on Tranby 
Lane. This became the School Hall. 
The school hall was used during this period by a variety of groups including the 
infants’ class, the junior class, the doctors as a surgery, the Youth Club, the 
badminton club, the cubs and scouts. 
1970 The new school building opened following extensions to the Memorial Hall 
Building on Tranby Lane and this was the first time that the school had been 
under one roof for over three years. 
1999 Three further classrooms were added to the school although several extra 
temporary classrooms had been in use for some years. 
2003 Four further permanent classrooms were added and plans for further 
alterations put in place. (See text p.49) 
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APPENDIX 4: COPIES OF SOME PAGES FROM THE FIRST 
LOGBOOK  
 

 
Page 11. Inspectors’ Report 1872 
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Page 25. 1st August 1873, Concerns about attendance 
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Page 37. 21st September 1874, Account of school outing and treat 
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Page 39. January 1875, Announcement by Miss Todd about new school building. 
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Page 129. 15th July 1881, Pupils’ absence owing to turnip picking 
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Page 371. 1899, Contents for Object Lessons 
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Page 490. 1909, Copy of Inspectors’ Report 
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APPENDIX 5 
Analysis of 
Directories 

     Appendix 
5 

 1901 1910 1913 1916 1921 1939 
       
       
Houses       
       
Swanland Hall  Smith A Todd JW Todd J W Todd J W Todd J W Barton B 
Swanland Manor Reckitt Sir 

J 
Reckitt Sir 
J 

Reckitt Sir 
J 

Reckitt Sir 
J 

Reckitt Sir 
J 

 

Swanland House Allen T W Allen T W Bentham  
G  J 

Bentham G 
J 

Bentham G 
J 

Smith D. 

Beech Hill Mosely J  Smith T  Thelwall A  
The Grange   Gleadow 

Maj R W 
Gleadow 
Maj R W 

Gleadow 
Maj RW 

Humble J 

Turkey Hall   Westerdale 
J 

Westerdale 
J 

Westerdale 
J 

 

       
       
Professions       
       
Doctors      Dr 

Simpson 
Minister Crickmer 

Rev W 
Crickmer 
Rev W 

Crickmer 
Rev W 

Nicholson 
Rev. W 

Nicholson 
Rev. W 

 

Schoolmaster Beynon W Beynon W Beynon W Lowe J E Lowe J E  
Music Teacher      Holmes B 
       
       
Farmers       
       
Braffords Coulson J Coulson J Coulson J Coulson J  Baron J 
Swanland Dale     Atkinson R Atkinson 

Mrs 
Trinity Dunn M  Dunn M  Hotham H Chambers 

H 
Dower House Craggy A Craggy A Craggy C    
Westfield Heron Mrs  Richardson 

G 
Richardson 
G 

 Westerdale 
P 

North Farm/ 
Priory Farm 

Marshall H Palmer W Evison H Evison H Evison H Humble L 

Manor Model 
Dairy Farm 

     Evison H 

MereHouse/ 
Northfield Farm 

    Westerdale 
P 

 

Easenby      Hotham H 
Unknown Atkinson 

G 
Westerdale 
P 

Westerdale 
P 

Westerdale 
P 
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Analysis of 
Directories 

     Appendix 
5 

 1901 1910 1913 1916 1921 1939 
       
       
Farm Bailiffs       
       
Easonby Farm, 
for Barkworth 

Billaney H Grundy G Thompson 
H 

Thompson 
H 

Thompson 
H 

 

Model Farm, for 
Reckitt 

Binns G Binns G  Binns G Binns G Binns G  

Humberdale 
Farm, for Todd 
/Thompson 

Caley A Caley A Caley A Caley A Caley A  

Braffords Farm, 
for Wilson 

    Bayram W  

       
       
Cowkeepers       
       
 Dyson H      
 Thompson 

R 
     

 Westerdale 
J 

     

  Billaney H     
       
       
Shepherd     Milner G  
       
       
Craftsmen       
       
Blacksmith Beilby A Grundy A Grundy A Grundy A Grundy A Watson G 
Bricklayer Kirby J Kirby J Kirby J Kirby J Kirby J  
Builder      Kirby H 
Carrier Billaney H Billaney H Walker W Walker W Walker W  
Carrier Dyson H Dyson H Dyson H Jewitt E   
Gardener-Manor   Reid F Reid F Reid F  
Gardener-Garth      Howlett G 
Gardener-Hall    Gray G Gray G Gant G 
Joiner Andrew W Andrew W Andrew W Andrew W Andrew W Andrew C 
Joiner Calvert W Calvert W Calvert W Calvert W Calvert W  
Joiner    Calvert L Calvert L Calvert L 
Waterworks 
Engineer 

  Westerdale 
J 

Westerdale 
J 

Westerdale 
J 

 

     Painter Waller M 
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Analysis of 
Directories 

     Appendix 
5 

 1901 1910 1913 1916 1921 1939 
       
Shopkeepers       
       
Beer Retailer      Patchett A 
Bootmaker Wise R Wise W Wise W Wise W Wise W Wise W 
Coal Deliverer      Walker F 
Grocer Anderson 

S 
Porter 
Miss M 

Robinson 
M 

Robinson 
M 

Robinson 
M 

 

Grocer    Waites J Waites J Waites J 
Butcher Atkinson J Atkinson J Atkinson J  Atkinson J  
Butcher      Lister S 
Butcher      Kirby M 
Shopkeeper Jewitt W Jewitt W Jewitt W    
Shopkeeper  Eyre F Frow J    
Tailor Frow J M Frow J M Frow J M Frow J M Frow J M Frow G M 
       
       
Post Office       
       
Postmaster/ 
Postmistress 

Frow J.M Calvert 
Martha 

Calvert 
Martha 

Calvert 
Martha 

Calvert 
Martha 

Calvert 
Martha 
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INDEX 
  
11+, 18, 36, 38, 40, 44, 45 
  
A.R.P. Wardens, 99 
Adamson Margaret, 45, 118 
Adamson Mrs, 44, 45 
Adit, 76 
Adult Education, 15, 45 
Adult Education Service, 45 
Air Raid Precaution, 80, 96 
Air Raid Precautions (A.R.P), 96 
Air Raid Shelter, 96, 102 
Air Raid Shelters, 96 
Aircraft, 98, 99 
Allen T.W., 22 
Allotments, 96 
Ambulance Service, 96 
Anderson Fred, 20 
Anderson Selina, 74 
Andrew Stanley, 29, 37 
Andrews, 41, 63, 64, 90 
Andrews L., 21 
Anglican Church, 113 
Anlaby Bus Company, 84 
Atkinson, 62 
Atkinson George, 72 
Atkinson John, 70 
Atkinson T.B, 76 
Attendance, 11, 14, 15, 18, 19, 35, 46, 122 
Authority Local, 10, 28 
Auxiliary Fire Service, 86 
  
Badminton, 43, 91, 107 
Badminton Club, 43, 107 
Bailey Miss, 28, 30, 34, 35, 37, 74, 88 
Bailey Miss Dorothy, 28, 118 
Barber, 27, 29, 32, 70 
Barber Fred, 37 
Barber William, 72 
Barkworth, 59 
Barkworth A., 20 
Barkworth Algernon, 60, 61, 115 
Barkworth Mr, 22 
Bartons, 80 
Beaumont Arthur, 38, 118 
Beaumont Mr., 38 
Beech Grove, 103, 104 
Beilby Jim, 71, 82 
Bell George, 72 
Benger Mrs, 89 
Bentham George, 60 

Bentham Mrs., 26 
Beverley Rural District Council, 73 
Beverley Rural District Council Transfer to, 

73 
Beynon, 23, 24, 72, 128 
Beynon Ethel, 20 
Beynon William, 17, 72, 118 
Bickerstaff Mr., 26 
Bicycle, 68, 84, 90 
Bicycles, 84 
Bielby A., 67 
Billaney Henry, 61 
Billany Harold, 72 
Binington Harry, 72 
Binnington, 27, 29, 61 
Blacksmith, 67, 70, 73, 106 
Blacksmiths, 67, 96 
Blossom Thomas, 3, 11, 12, 20, 118 
Board, 14, 22, 23, 30 
Board of Education, 14, 22, 23, 30 
Bombs, 96, 98 
Boulder Cottage, 63 
Bowling Club, 107 
Bowling green, 59, 78, 91 
Bradley, 61 
Bradley Arthur, 83 
Braffords, 59, 128, 129 
Break Up of the Estates, 80 
Brengun Carriers, 97 
Bridges Idris, 39, 118 
Bridges Mr., 39 
Builders, 71, 80 
Building Developments, 104 
Burman Hedley, 71 
Bus Shelter, 102 
Bus Ticket, 84 
Butchers, 70 
Butterworth, 62 
  
Café, 68, 89, 90 
Caley Ambrose, 61, 70 
Calvert, 27, 32, 42, 63, 64, 79, 86, 98, 116, 

129, 130 
Calvert Louis, 29, 30, 37, 63, 64 
Calvert Martha, 64, 65 
Carrier bikes, 70 
Catholic, 87 
Chambers, 32, 62, 98, 128 
Chantry Way, 71, 82, 99, 104, 111 
Chantry Way East, 99, 104, 111 
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Chapel, 4, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 18, 78, 83, 88, 
92, 96, 106, 119 

Chapel independent, 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 34, 49, 
58, 63, 115 

Chapel Vestry, 78, 92 
Chapman, 70 
Charity Sir James Reckitt, 91 
Christ Church, 3, 11, 92, 106, 116 
Cisterns, 75 
Clapham Haigh, 60, 115 
Clapham Madam, 60, 115 
Clayton Mr. and Mrs., 81 
Cobblers, 66 
Communications, 84 
Comprehensive Education, 88 
Computers, 46, 47 
Congregational Chapel, 106 
Co-op Stores, 70 
Coronation, 38, 93, 114 
Corrie Reginald, 72 
Council houses, 103 
Council Meetings, 73 
Council School, 10, 28, 30 
County Council, 42, 75, 107, 119 
Craftsmen, 63 
Craggy Alfred, 61 
Cricket team, 91 
Crickmer W. St, 20 
Cross, 70 
Crowther Lane, 64, 102 
Cubs, Guides, and Brownies, 92 
Curriculum, 10, 17, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 47, 48 
Cussons, 70 
  
Dale Close, 92, 103, 110 
Dale Farm, 62 
Dale Grove, 103 
Dale Road, 39, 62, 64, 68, 73, 74, 82, 85, 89, 

91, 92, 97, 98, 99, 102, 103, 104, 111 
Davenport J.D., 20 
Death Duty, 81 
Design Statement, 112, 116 
Developments, 62, 92, 103, 112 
Dinners, 44, 47 
District Council, 72 
District Nurse, 90, 109 
Dividend, 12, 70 
Dower House, 61, 104, 128 
Drinking water, 73 
Duffil, 71 
Dunn, 61 
  
Easenby Farm, 61, 62, 71 

East Riding, 3, 4, 10, 12, 15, 19, 22, 26, 32, 
45, 47, 49, 50, 51, 53, 54, 72, 75, 113, 115, 
116, 119, 120 

East Riding Authority, 19, 32 
East Riding Council, 26, 120 
Eaton Dr., 90 
Electric Generators, 83 
Electric Light, 30, 83 
Electricity, 63, 80, 83, 119 
Electricity Company, 83 
Electricity Supply, 83 
Enclosure Act of 1837, 80 
Endowments, 18, 30 
Estate agency, 68 
Evacuees, 34, 88, 96, 97, 117 
Evison Harry, 71 
Evison Henry, 61 
  
Farm Labourers, 61 
Farm Workers, 66, 80 
Farmery Louis, 72 
Farmery William, 111 
Farms, 61, 62 
Featherstone Tony, 45, 118 
Ferriby High Road, 59, 80, 81 
Fire Service, 85, 98 
First World War, 25 
Fleetham Harold, 65 
Francis Myers, 70 
Friendly Society, 90 
Frow, 65, 66, 83, 130 
Frow Edith May, 64 
Frow Gerald, 65, 66 
Frow Gwen, 32, 89 
Frow Joseph Marris, 66 
Fruit and Vegetables, 70 
Fussey Arthur, 72 
  
Garden Equipment, 110 
Gas Lighting, 83 
Gas masks, 88 
Gas Supply, 83, 111 
Gasometer, 111 
Gaze Stanley, 70 
Gelder Alfred, 19 
Gents Hairdresser, 110 
George V Silver Jubilee, 93 
George VI Coronation, 95 
Gillespie Miss, 43, 44 
Gleadow Major, 59, 60, 61, 62, 77 
Gleddow Major, 25 
Goodhand, 24 
Goodhand Ethel, 23 
Gown shop, 110 
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Grange Farm, 59, 61, 62 
Grange Park, 103, 104 
Grange The, 59, 60, 103, 128 
Greenways, 76 
Grocers, 68 
Growth in Population, 103 
Grundy Albert, 67 
Grundy George, 61 
Grundy Walter, 67 
  
Hall F., 77 
Hall Park, 81, 104 
Hall Patty, 38 
Hamlin Arthur, 72 
Harrops, 71 
Hartley Lily, 20 
Hartley Miss, 20, 21 
Healthcare, 90 
Heron George, 61 
Hessle County Secondary School, 38 
Hesslewood Orphanage Band, 94 
Hill, 60, 62, 110, 112, 113, 128 
Hill Miss, 21, 24, 25, 32, 34, 88 
Hill Susannah, 21 
Hired Out, 80 
Hodsman Peter, 11, 118 
Holdstock Anne, 71 
Home Guard, 67, 96, 98 
Horse, 70, 71, 73, 74, 84, 90 
Horse and Cart, 70, 73, 74, 84 
Horticultural Show, 92 
Hotham, 61, 62 
Hotham Harold, 71 
Houses Numbered, 102 
Hudson, 62 
Hull and District Motor Services, 84 
Hull blitz, 86 
Hull Council, 77, 101 
Hull Daily Mail, 74, 115, 116 
Hull Telephone Company, 85 
Humberdale Farm, 61, 62, 74, 129 
Humble, 33, 62, 128 
Hunter Enid, 89 
  
Increase in Population, 80 
Independent Chapel, 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 34, 49, 

58, 63, 115 
Inglenook fireplace, 67 
Inspection, 14, 15, 18, 19, 21, 24, 28, 29, 31, 

38, 40 
Institute, 72, 78, 83, 85, 96 
Iron Railings, 96 
  
Jacksons William, 60 

James Reckitt Memorial Hall, 35, 40, 42, 93, 
107, 116, 119, 120 

Jefferson Mrs, 89 
Jenny Brough Lane, 80, 89 
Jewish children, 34, 87, 88 
Jewish evacuees, 97 
Joiners, 63, 79, 80, 84 
  
Kemp Road, 59, 60, 64, 66, 73, 78, 81, 83, 85, 

91, 96 
Kirby Frank, 70 
Kirby Harold, 66 
Kirby John, 37 
Kirby Margaret, 20 
Kirby Mr., 21, 70 
Kirby the builder, 64 
Kitchen, 44, 45, 47, 61, 91, 113 
  
L.E.A, 22, 24 
Leggott Mr, 92 
Levinson Rabbi, 97 
Library, 78, 108 
Lilleys, 70 
Lister, 38, 62, 71, 104, 130 
Lister Syd, 70 
Little Wauldby Farm, 62 
Local Authority, 10, 28 
Local Defence Volunteers, L.D.V, 98 
Local Education Authorities, 19 
Local Education Authority, 22 
Local Management of Schools, 45 
Londesborough Mr., 62 
Lowe J.E, 25 
Lowe Mrs., 24, 25, 26 
Lupton Isaac, 66 
  
Main Street, 61, 63, 64, 68, 70, 71, 73, 75, 83, 

103, 108, 110, 113 
Managers, 3, 4, 10, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 

21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 32, 
35, 37, 38, 39, 41, 43, 49, 50, 51, 53, 54, 
61, 87, 91 

Manor House, 75 
Manor Model Farm, 103 
Manor Road, 93, 103, 104 
Market Gardening, 110 
Marshall Francis, 72 
Maternity Care, 109 
Maternity Home, 109 
May, 14, 21, 24, 28, 34, 35, 39, 45, 62, 73, 83, 

87, 100, 101, 103, 116 
Memorial Hall, 36, 41, 42, 107, 113, 114, 120 
Memorial Hall James Reckitt, 35, 40, 42, 93, 

107, 116, 119, 120 
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Mere House, 62, 99, 106, 108 
Mere Way, 70, 103, 104, 109 
Methodist Church, 106 
Militia, 72 
Milkmen, 71 
Milligan Dr., 90 
Milner Mrs, 90 
Mini supermarket, 68, 89 
Minogue James, 68 
Minogue Mr and Mrs, 89 
Minute Books, 72 
Mobile Cinema, 92 
Model Dairy Farm, 61, 63, 128 
Motor Car, 58, 80, 84, 90 
Motor Cycle, 84 
Motor Vehicles, 84 
Murray Doctor, 84, 90 
  
NAAFI, 96 
New Hall, 107 
New Houses, 103 
New School, 107 
Newsletters, 112 
Nicholson David, 71 
North Drive, 62, 71, 82, 103, 104, 110, 111 
Northern Foods, 71, 94 
Northfeild Farm, 62 
Northfield, 60, 104, 128 
Northfield House, 60 
Nunburnholme Lord, 59, 77 
  
Occupation Road, 62 
Off licence, 68 
Old Manor Farm, 61, 62 
Oliver, 70, 110 
On Hill, 103, 104 
Ordnance Survey Map, 59, 75 
Ordnance Survey Map of 1927, 59 
  
Palmer /Evison, 62 
Parish Council, 33, 58, 59, 72, 75, 80, 83, 85, 

91, 93, 96, 103, 106, 115, 116, 119 
Parish Council Minutes, 59, 80, 83, 93, 96, 

115, 116 
Parish Minutes, 95 
Party lines, 84 
Patchet Mr, 68 
Patton George, 65 
Patton Rev., 29 
Payment by Results, 14, 18 
Peat Billy, 70 
Pebble Villa, 64, 71, 104, 113 
Percival, 62 
Pethicks, 70 

Petrol filling station, 74 
Petrol Filling Station, 109 
Phone Box, 84, 85 
Phonebox, 85 
Planes Crash, 99 
Playing Field, 62, 78, 87, 89, 91, 111, 112 
Playing Fields, 91 
Playingfield Association, 112 
Plumber, 110 
Pond, 15, 22, 23, 30, 33, 67, 72, 73, 74, 75, 83, 

85, 86, 87, 91, 96, 106, 111, 114, 119 
Pond cleaning, 74 
Post Office, 64, 65, 66, 73, 84, 130 
Post Office Lane, 64, 73 
Post War Years, 101 
Preservation Society, 112 
Primary School, 10, 38, 42, 43, 56, 107 
Priory Close, 103 
Priory Farm, 61, 62, 96, 103, 109, 128 
Priory Farm buildings, 109 
Priory Farmhouse, 96 
Prisoners of War, 97 
PTA, 39, 40, 47 
Public Buildings, 106 
Public house, 68, 108, 109 
Pump, 63, 73, 75, 76, 77, 83, 85, 86 
Pumping Station, 85 
  
Queensbury Way, 62, 75, 76, 103, 104 
  
Raikes Robert, 12 
Rations, 96, 98 
Reckitt, 18, 32, 59, 60, 62, 71, 75, 78, 80, 107, 

110, 128, 129 
Reckitt Harold J., 72 
Reckitt James, 18, 35, 40, 41, 42, 47, 72, 93, 

107, 116, 119, 120 
Reckitt Mr Basil, 107 
Reckitt Philip, 29, 91, 107 
Reckitt Sir James, 18, 20, 59, 60, 61, 72, 75, 

78, 83, 91, 115 
Recreation, 78 
Recreational Facilities, 111 
Richardson George, 61 
Riggle, 32, 34, 61 
Rileys Dairies, 94 
Ringrose Christopher, 12, 61 
Ringrose R.B., 14 
Road Signs, 73 
Robinson Frank, 37 
Robinson Maud, 68 
  
School Council, 10, 28, 30 
School Primary, 10, 38, 42, 43, 56, 107 
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School Room, 72 
Schoolhouse, 11, 12 
Schooling, 10, 87 
Schoolroom, 12, 15, 16, 30, 79, 89, 119 
Schools, 10, 11, 26, 38, 44, 45, 47, 87 
Schoolyard Games, 87 
Scout building, 89 
Scout messengers, 98 
Sculcoates Council, 75 
Sculcoates R.D.C., 77 
Second World War, 24, 34, 71, 96 
Services, 73, 106 
Shaw William, 11 
Shopkeepers, 63 
Show Field, 39, 92 
Silver Jubilee, 30, 93, 95, 114 
Simpson Dr., 90, 128 
Slack Major Cecil, 92 
Snowden T., 45 
Sodem Row, 76 
South Hunsley, 39, 41, 47, 88 
South Hunsley School, 41, 47, 89 
South Hunsley Secondary School, 39 
Speculative Building, 82 
Spencer, 70 
St. Barnabas, 104, 113 
St. Barnabas Drive, 104, 113 
Standpipes, 76 
Stratton Park, 103, 104 
Street Lamps, 83 
Sutton Mrs, 90 
Swan and Cygnet, 109 
Swanland 2000 Festival, 114 
Swanland Hall, 15, 18, 21, 23, 26, 62, 75, 81, 

82, 83, 86, 110, 115, 119, 128 
Swanland Hill, 76 
Swanland House, 59, 60, 86, 96, 98, 128 
Swanland Manor, 12, 18, 60, 80, 83, 86, 91, 

111, 119, 128 
  
Table Tennis Club, 111 
Telegraph and Telephone, 84 
Telephone, 84, 85, 90, 99, 108 
Telephone Kiosk, 85 
Television Repair Shop, 110 
Tennis Court, 59, 78, 91 
Tethers, 62 
The Guild, 92 
The Parish Council, 72, 107, 108 
Thompson Henry, 61, 72 
Todd, 25, 60, 61, 75, 80, 104 
Todd Eliza, 14, 18, 22, 30 
Todd John, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 119 
Todd John Wingfield, 20, 22, 60, 80 

Todd Mrs. J.W., 26 
Todd Wingfield, 72 
Toft House, 71, 82, 96 
Tranby Lane, 42, 44, 80, 81, 91, 103, 107, 112, 

120 
Trinity House Farm, 61, 62 
Trotter Miss, 89 
Tuck John, 71 
Turkey Hall, 64, 66, 96, 128 
Turner Jeremiah, 12, 30, 49 
  
United Reformed Church, 106 
University of the Third Age, 111, 112 
  
Vestry, 12, 34, 38, 88, 89, 92, 119 
Victory celebrations, 100 
Village Association, 112, 116 
Village Celebrations, 114 
Village chalk pit, 72 
Village Hall, 79, 83, 89, 91, 95, 96, 107, 113 
Village in Bloom Competition, 112 
Village Institute, 78 
Village Preservation, 112 
Village Pub, 108 
  
Waites Jesse, 68, 69 
Walker, 62 
Walshaw, 62, 103 
Walshaws, 62, 109 
War Memorial, 101 
War Years, 96 
Wares J. McIntosh, 20 
Wares Mr., 22 
Wartime, 35, 97 
Wartime Reminiscences, 97 
Washing Machines, 110 
Water carts, 73 
Water Supply, 75 
Water Tower, 76 
Watson Brough, 14 
Watson George, 67, 106 
Watson James, 12, 119 
Watson Joseph, 14 
Wells, 75 
West End, 62, 63, 64, 66, 67, 68, 70, 71, 75, 

76, 78, 79, 90, 110, 113 
West Leys Road, 59, 62, 76, 81, 89, 91, 110, 

111, 112 
Westerdale, 39, 61, 62, 71, 74, 92, 97, 104, 

128, 129 
Westerdale George, 91, 92 
Westerdale J., 22, 76 
Westerdale Percy, 29, 71, 85 
Westfield Farm, 61, 62, 97, 112, 115 
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Whist Drives and Dances, 91 
White Horse, 108 
Whitehead J. E., 3, 12 
Whittaker Mrs., 26, 27, 118 
Wilson Audrey, 32, 89 
Wilson George, 72 
Window cleaner, 110 

Winter Miss, 34, 89 
Wise Billy, 66, 67, 71 
Witty Richard, 13, 15, 17, 66, 118 
Wooden Village Hall, 79 
Woodgates Lane, 77, 81, 109 
Woodmansey Nathaniel, 30 
Woodward Ray, 45, 118 
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