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Swanland School Nairobi
www.swanland.info/swanlandschoolnairobi.htm

A big thank you to everyone who
supported the Charity Auction in aid of
Swanland School Nairobi. The amazing
sum of over £4,000 was raised on the night
and a further £2,000 was Gift Aided.  The
children and staff at Swanland School UK
also raised £1,000 for their sister school
in Nairobi.  This picture shows Shirley
Waters with Pastor Hudson and 2 pupils.

The school is trying to continue as normal,
as well as housing over 100 displaced people who have lost their homes. Pastor
Hudson has also taken in 10 children who have lost their parents in the recent
violence. Life is very difficult in Nairobi with an ever-increasing crime rate and high

Calling all SVA Members!
It is time to renew your membership for 2008. At just £2 per person annually it is still
a bargain. Just use the form on the back cover or to prevent you forgetting in the
future contact Brendan Riley, 23 Manor Road, 632 652 for a Standing Order form.
New members are always very welcome.  Without the SVA you would not be reading
this newsletter or enjoying many other amenities in Swanland.

CONTINUED OVERLEAF >>
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food prices. Most prices have doubled and some vegetables e.g. cabbages
now cost five times more.  Many of the parents and guardians of the
pupils at the school have lost their jobs and are struggling to provide for
their children. We decided to cancel our annual trip, as there have been
muggings and shootings just outside the school.

More information about the school is now on the village website (accessed from the
Village Organisations section). You can follow the links onto the BBC site where
Pastor Hudson regularly updates his diary.  Here is a recent extract:

Dear Friends in Swanland - thank you so much for your continuing support for our
school, enabling us to help so many people in the area to live. I have got so many
kids to help and I have a hard time supporting  them all. I think it is because of your
support that we have not been attacked because some children and people from the
nearby village feed from the school. Keep praying for us and our entire country in
that peace will come back again. Pastor Hudson Kuyanda

The cost of running the school and feeding the extra people at the moment is about
treble that in 2007.  If you would like to make a donation to the ongoing work of the
school please contact John Ayre - Treasurer at St Barnabas Church.

Many thanks - John and Shirley Waters

Beech Hill Road, Swanland
Tel 01482  633 670
Fax 01482  634 064

www.swanlandnurseries.co.uk
e-mail: info@swanlandnurseries.co.uk

A friendly welcome
awaits you at

Swanland Nurseries

We are open
every day

Swanland In Bloom
In the last Newsletter we appealed for
new gardeners to help keep the village
blooming. Three kind people have
responded but we do need more.

In the summer we meet every week for
about two hours but there is no need for
everyone to turn up each time. Please
contact Pam Portal on 631 567
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This year it is the turn of Swanland to visit Lestrem in France. After the withdrawal of
a local choir, it has proven difficult to raise interest within the village to make up a
party. This is disappointing, especially following last years most successful weekend
when the Lestremois came to Swanland. However, we hope to take a small group
from May 3rd-5th.

The Twinning Committee has worked hard to become self-sufficient and has recently
set up its own bank account, leaving the umbrella of the SVA. In the summer, funds
will be supplemented with the sale of cream teas and our annual Quiz Night will take
place on Saturday October 4th in the Village Hall. Please come along to support us.
and join us if you are interested.  Brendan Riley - Chairman 632 652.

Lestrem Twinning Group
www.swanland.info/lestrem.htm

Swanland Festival 2008
www.swanland.info/festival2008.htm

“For the People - By the People”  11  _ 20 July

Once again, preparations are in hand for another fun filled week.

The Festival - the 5th to be organised in Swanland - kicks off on the Friday evening
with a Treasure Hunt around the village. On the Saturday there will be a Family Fun
Day followed by a dance.

A full programme will be distributed to each household in Swanland with the SVA’s
Summer Newsletter but, to whet your appetite, events already in place include a
Parish Boundary Walk, Teddy Bear’s Picnic, Open Gardens, Beauty and The Rest,
Morris Men dancing by the pond.

There will be a talk on Hull Trawlers by
Ken Knox, a fund raising event for
Swanland School, Nairobi, by the Hessle
Theatre Company, an evening of song by
Swanland U3A choir, Hull Model Boats
on the pond, a Wildlife event, Croquet, a Hot Gospel Choir, a Summer Gala at the
Playing Field and a closing service on the final Sunday evening outside Christ Church.

If you would like to organise your own event or can contribute in any way to make
the week an even bigger success please contact either Jan Rogerson at 20 Dower Rise
634 583 or Yvonne Dumsday at Mere House 634 863.
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Swanland Village Hall  www.swanlandvillagehall.info

Open Mornings – and other good news!   Every Saturday morning between 10 and
12 one of the volunteer trustees of Swanland Village Hall will be available in the foyer
to show visitors around and answer any queries about booking any of the rooms. We
hope to see interested individuals on a Saturday morning soon.

Two great facilities have recently been installed:

A superb sound system together with an induction loop, which will assist hearing aid
users to pick up the sounds.  This system covers both the Main Hall and the large
ground floor Meeting Hall.

A demountable stage system, which can provide a stage of up to 27.5 square metres.

The cost of these items has been covered by grants from the Yorkshire Forward
Community Intervention Chest, the Foundation for Sport and the Arts, the Co-operative
Community Fund, and the Sir James Reckitt Charity, but also - very importantly - by
the proceeds of our own 100 Club where members subscribe to a lottery with a draw
on the last Saturday of each month and at Christmas.   For details contact Marion
Riley on 632 652. We also now have our own website (see the address above) which
we hope will attract even more hall bookings. Full details of rooms and hire rates can
be viewed on-line as well as events and other news.

SVA News Items

Swanland Village Signs
The SVA has been involved in a new project with a specialist company that designs
village signs. We think that the West Ella and Kirk Ella signs are wonderful entrance
features and would like to see appropriate graphics for our village too. At our AGM
several designs were displayed and everyone seemed very enthusiastic. The general
consensus was to have a simple sign depicting a swan on a blue background. After
further negotiation about the type of the swan, the design has now been finalised.

The next stage is to apply for grants to enable the project to move forward. Hopefully
there will be further information in the next Newsletter . This is an exciting venture for
the village, which has attracted much interest amongst our members. For further
information contact Jan Rogerson  634 583.

Please Note - The membership card  box on doorstep at Mere House has been
removed.  However anyone can still drop SVA subs off and , if Yvonne is in, she will
give you a card.  Any money popped through the letterbox will be taken to the
Membership Secretary Brendan Riley at 23 Manor Road - who will return your cards
to you within a few weeks.
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Live Entertainment
at Swanland Village Hall

Swanland Village Association has now taken
over, from the Village Hall committee, the
responsibility for putting on live
entertainment and films for the benefit of
all villagers.

From a Folk Group to Harp & Guitar; from
Children’s Pantomime to a thought
provoking play, the live performances have
proved to be very popular with the
audiences.  These have been mainly
Swanland people but we have had visitors
from as far afield as Lincoln and York.

The small band of organisers are grateful
for the generosity of the Village Hall trustees
and look forward to putting on many more
performances in the future.  We shall
publicise them with posters around the
village and on our own website but, if you
would like to be involved in any way, please
contact Yvonne Dumsday on 634 863.

Swanland Screen
www.swanland.info/swanlandscreen.htm

The desire to bring cinema to the East
Riding of Yorkshire villages saw the setting
up of another sub-committee of the SVA -
“Swanland Screen”.  This small group aims
to bring a cinema experience, together with
a social occasion, to our village community.
The first four films were chosen to give a
cross-section of genres and have proved
very popular.  In December the W.I. did
us proud by dressing as the characters from
the film “Calendar Girls” and providing the
refreshments.  January saw the hilarious
comedy “Little Miss Sunshine” and at half-

term in February a
lively audience
enjoyed the short
film “The Eye of a
Dolphin” and the
cartoon “Happy
Feet”.  Prizes were
awarded by the film maker and author,
Dr Horace Dobbs, to Emily Hayden-
Williams and Hannah Swift who had
taken part in the Penguin competition
during the half term holiday.

On Saturday 15th March the last film
in this series is “Walk the Line” - the
story of Johnny Cash.  The next film
“History Boys”  will be on 19 April.

Watch out for details of our Autumn &
Winter programme.

NOTE if you wish to sit in greater
comfort please bring your own cushion
to any of our events at Swanland Village
Hall.

To reserve tickets contact  Ian
Macfarlane on  632 800 or Yvonne
Dumsday on 634 863.

SVA Secretary
Swanland Village Association needs
a volunteer secretary to take
minutes and deal with
correspondence. This would not
require an excessive amount of time
and effort.  If anyone can help out
contact Jan Rogerson on 634 583
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Help Fund This Newsletter
To help make this free Newsletter self financing,  if  you offer a service to
Swanland Residents why not advertise here? Classified ads cost  just £10

and quarter page display adverts from £35. Tel 632 276 or e-mail
newsads@swanland.info

Our thanks to our existing advertisers - please support them.

Website Funding
The Swanland Village website is entirely self financing thanks to the
5 local businesses who are sponsoring it this year - please support

them - see www.swanland.info/bizdirectory.htm
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Swanland and the Sea - Part 1 The Fishing Industry
Swanland’s connections to the fishing
industry go back to the 1920s and 30s
when several of the houses along Kemp
Road were occupied by well-known
Trawler owners.  Indeed villagers nick-
named Kemp Road ‘Cod Row”!

The company owners along Kemp Road
were the Burtons of Newington Steam

Trawling Co Ltd, and both of the Hudson brothers of Hudson Brothers Ltd.  Further
down the road on Swanland Hill sixty years ago one of the Hellyer Brothers (Hellyer
Brothers Ltd) lived in a beautiful detached house where Greenways is now. Whilst at
Priory House, West End (now the new St Mary’s Walk),  lived Geoffrey Marr of
J.Marr and Son. His two sons took their modern fleet into a new era after the collapse
of the Hull Trawling fleet, following the bitter 1974/5 Cod War when Iceland imposed
a 200-mile limit round its coasts in an attempt to conserve diminishing fish stocks.

During the 1980s Glenrose Fisheries Ltd. was owned by the Glentons, who lived on
West Leys Road, and they became one of the largest wholesale Fish Merchants,
moving into the importation of exotic species.  Tethers (Fish Merchants) once lived at
The Grange, Kemp Road now Grange Park.  One of of the Roach Brothers, who
specialised in shellfish, lived in Manor Park and one of the Dickinson Brothers, who
supplied fish to the West Riding, lived on Mill Road.

Carol Ledgard (with acknowledgements to ex-skipper Ken Knox).
Part 2 in the next Newsletter will be about

Trawler Skippers and Humber Pilots who lived in Swanland.

Swanland Parish Council Website                Swanland Village Hall Website
   www.swanlandparish.org                     www.swanlandvillagehall.info

See also

Village Websites
www.swanland.info

The Swanland Village website is kept up to date with local  news
and  regular update e-mails are sent out - if you would like to be on
the  update list just e-mail website@swanland.info. Organisers of events can
avoid them clashing with other events by posting  them on the website.
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Swanland Playing Field Association
www.swanland.info/playingfield.htm

Multi Use Games Area (Muga)
This is larger than originally planned and thus more expensive.  An extra £20,000 will
be needed, bringing the total to £60,000.   Donations towards this from local people
would be very welcome. It is hoped that the project can be completed before the
2008/09 football season begins. Netball, Football, Baseball and Hockey will be played
on it.

Pavilion Extension
The planned extension is essential to enable fundraising events to take place and will
be available for hire to private organisations in the community. Further fundraising is
required and applications for grants must be completed before the end of March 2008
so that we can build the extension before 2010. Quotes from several local builders are
being sought.

Cricket
Hull Zingari third team, have asked us to provide teas and a number of volunteers
have agreed to do so. If anyone can spare an hour or so occasionally on Saturday
afternoons please contact us.  Players who wish to take part during the coming
season should also contact us.

Football
Despite the weather during the last few months, pitches remain good; often when
other games have been cancelled ours are played. Occasionally away games have
been played at home for local players, even so there may be a rush of fixtures at the
end of the season.

Swanland Festival Events
12th July - 60’s/70’s disco

13th July - Open Gardens
                (more required)

20th July - Gala (volunteers needed)

Contacts
Harry 631 011
Owen 633 141

 owenmward@hotmail.com
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Following 3 very serious
accidents in November 2007 a
petition was circulated to
demand that East Riding
Highways Department urgently
consider what can be done to
improve the safety aspects of
Great Gutter Lane.

The petition received 632
signatures from local residents and from employees of Omya Quarry Plant.

Following discussions with Humberside Police Traffic Division and the management
of Omya Quarry on Jan 30th 2008 the petition was submitted with a covering letter to
the Environment & Transport Overview & Scrutiny Committee. Ward Councillors
Julie Abraham and Angela Ibson also spoke and strongly supported the proposals.

A report from the appropriate ERYC departments will be received by the committee
at its next meeting on 19 March (or possibly on 4 June). News of this initative is being
posted on  www.techdoc.info/Resources/gtgutterlane.htm

Road Safety on Great Gutter Lane

Swanland Signpost 2008
The new Village Guide is now nearly completed and it
is hoped to issue it with the next Newsletter.  The cover
and inside centre - fold will again be printed in full colour,
as was the 2004 edition (shown here) with an updated
street map.

However we still need a bit more advertising support!
Every business in the Village has been contacted at least
twice and while many have responded very generously
a few have not yet come forward.

This is a publication that people retain so your
advertisements are not discarded immediately as is the
case with many other “free” publications.
Contact 632 276 or e-mail signpost@swanland.info
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www.swanland.info/wildlife.htm

Swanland Wildlife Group (SWG)

Contact Carol Ledgard  632178

Pond Reclamation Project The Parish Council is
considering the revised proposals and costings put to them in
February by Hugh Roberts (Pond Conservation Trust). We await the outcome of a
meeting between the Parish Council, Hugh Roberts, the Swanland Wildlife Group
and other interested parties.

An agreement will represent a considerable step forward. Meanwhile estimates are
being obtained for the Project to channel rainwater from the Village Hall roof directly
into the pond, providing a much-needed supply of fresh water. We hope to obtain a
grant to finance this project.

Barn and Tawny Owl Project After a long delay
mainly due to wet winter weather this exciting project,
to place Owl Boxes in suitable gardens, starts this
month. Tawny Owl boxes will be put up at four sites
initially on Manor, Mill, Beech Hill and West End
Roads, where these owls are both seen and heard
regularly.

Barn owls are seriously endangered locally and
nationally and need our help. Boxes will be sited in two

places initially on the edge of the village. All our boxes will be placed near a source of
natural food. If you would like to sponsor an owl, a box, or host a box, would like
information or to help the Project please contact Carol.

We apologise for the last minute cancellation of our planned presentation "Owls of
the East Riding" presentation  on Thur 28 Feb due to illess of
the presenters. This will be re-arranged at a later date.

Events - Going Batty at Dusk A Bat Watch led by Tony
Lane and Philip Moodie  of East Yorkshire Bat Group on
Wed. May 21 (or Thurs May 22 if wet). Meet at 8.50 at the
corner of On Hill and Tranby Lane.

Members £ 1.25, Non Members £1.50, Children £1. Please
note that each child under 16 must be accompanied by an adult.

 Carol Ledgard  632 178.
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Articles and Letters to the Editor should be e-mailed to
portal.briars@virgin.net or sent to  Pam & Wallace Portal

The Briars, Beech Hill Road HU14 3QY
in electronic format please.

We cannot guarantee to publish articles (maximum 300 words)
or  letters and reserve the right to edit them.

Letters to The Editor
Calling All Dog Owners It’s time for a reminder about
dog mess, which is increasing in the village. “A Concerned
Swanland Resident” has commented on the snicket
between The Spinney and Mere Way, which is particularly
bad.  This is regularly used by children going to school.
Please would dog owners pickup after their dogs!

Bowlers Wanted
Swanland Bowling Club is looking for new members, both male and female, and of
all ages and levels of experience.  Bowlers can  play social bowls only, or in our
men’s, ladies’ or mixed teams in the many league and cup competitions in which we
compete. Tuition can be arranged and we can loan any equipment necessary if you
would like to have a no obligation try.

The green is open from mid-April for the 2008 Summer season. Why not come
along to the club on the Open Day on 27 April from 10.30am to 12.30pm and give it
a try? You will be made very welcome. For further information, please ring Malcolm
Shakesby on 633 166 or Eric Hunsley on 633 179.



12

SVA Newsletter - Spring 2008

Just fill in the form below and post it (or
drop it through the letter box) at

Mere House (by the pond)
or 23 Manor Road HU14 3NZ

with £2 per head (cheques payable to
Swanland Village Association). You will

receive a membership card.

WEBLINK
www.sva.karoo.net/joinsva.htm

The SVA Newsletter is published 3 times a year and distributed free to every household in Swanland.
Print costs are met by the SVA and a limited number of local advertisements.

Forward  information, letters or articles to the Editors
Pam & Wallace Portal 631 567 e-mail portal.briars@virgin.net

Advertisment Enquiries - 632 276   Set & formatted by  Design & Print  632 276
To receive regular news updates from the SVA website e-mail website@swanland.info

Your
 Village Association
needs your support

Please join us

the pond, swanland, HU14  3PE

(01482) 631 071

www.peppertreeflorist.co.uk

Delivered anywhere from the
peppertree in Swanland

For all your  flower
requirements

Wedding
Flowers

Sympathy
Flowers

Spring Flowers
& Planters Happy

Birthday

House
Plants

Name (first person)

Name (second person)

Address

E-mail address/Telephone number (optional)

Cheque/Cash enclosed (£2 per person).   Please put a cross here if you object to
any of the above details being kept on our Database

SVA Membership Application/Renewal


