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Thanks for helping SVA thrive another year 

The Swanland Village Association (SVA) held its AGM on 10
th
 November.  Our 

Chairman, Robert Edwards gave special thanks to those members who contribute 

their time to organisations within the community.  We are so fortunate to have so 

many flourishing groups and societies. Sincere thanks were offered to Dr Pamela 

Portal, who retired from the SVA committee after being a founder member, and a 

welcome was given to a new member, Christine Porteous.  

Thank you to the sponsors of the three signs that are now sited at the entrances to 

the village and it is hoped that new sponsors will be found for next year. Thanks 

were also given to those who do some of the more manual tasks as well to 

enhance the appearance of our village. 

Plans for the biennial Swanland Festival, arranged from the 7
th
 to 15

th
 of July 

2012, are now in progress, with an ever increasing number events being 

organised.  Sunday July 8
th
 has been designated for Open Gardens. 

Yvonne Dumsday reported on the ongoing 

enthusiasm and successes with the Swanland Screen 

film evenings and live performance successes. 

Thanks were also given to John Godber and Jane 

Thornton. After the formal items of the AGM were 

completed, those attending were treated by the well-

known couple to a most entertaining and amusing 

insight into memories of their early struggles in the 

world of theatre and their theatrical lifestyles. This 

was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  

Finally, we must give our thanks to all our local residents who have kindly paid 

up to become members of YOUR local Swanland Village Association, and in so 

doing maintain such a strong community.  If you wish to know how – read on! 
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SVA Membership 

The paid up membership of the association totalled 419 in 2011, compared with 

343 in 2010.  By the start of February the paid up membership for 2012 had 

already reached 202. Many thanks.  It is hoped that more people will have joined 

by the time you read this report.  Those who pay by standing order should have 

received their membership cards, unless you have stated that you do not require 

them. Membership cards for those who pay by cash or cheque have been issued 

since January. If you have not received yours, please tell me. 

The SVA committee decided to maintain the current annual membership fee of 

£2. If you do wish to give more you can increase your standing order or give 

donations. Any member of the committee will accept donations. 

We hope to make up the membership to last year’s figure or more.  If you have 

not joined or rejoined for 2012 yet you can pay any committee member, or in a 

sealed envelope to Kerry at Swanland Post Office.   I can supply a standing order 

form if you wish.  A joining/rejoining form is on the back of this newsletter. 

Photocopies are acceptable. My contact details are below. 

Roy Kennington, membership secretary, 16 The Spinney, Swanland HU14 3RD, 

Tel. 01482 631424; e-mail rk@swanland.info. 

 

Swanland Village Hall 

When the village hall was originally opened, 

the Parish Council, which owns the building, 

granted a 7-year lease to the trustee body. 

The lease expired in January 2012 and I am 

very pleased to say that the Parish Council 

and the trustees have now entered into a new 

21-year lease. This demonstrates the 

confidence that the Parish Council has in the trustees. The trustees will endeavour 

to continue to provide the village with the excellent and useful facilities of the hall 

for the foreseeable future. 

The lease from the village hall to The East Riding of Yorkshire Council for the 

public library expired at the same time as the main lease.  I am also very pleased 

to say that the Council has signed a new longer-term lease for the library premises 

in the village hall and this will ensure the continued provision of the extremely 

valuable public library service to the village community. 
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On 19 December we held our annual 100 Club Christmas Draw at the hall. We 

served mince pies and mulled wine to the 100 Club members who attended and 

we provided musical entertainment for their enjoyment. My sincere thanks go to 

Marion Riley for organising this event. 

The last few months have been very busy with changes in the people involved in 

its management. 

On 1 December 2011 Paul Priestley-Leach retired after seven years as a trustee. 

He was one of the original trustees when the hall opened in 2005 and was 

chairman until July last year, when he handed the chairmanship over to me. He 

remained a trustee until the successful completion of the photovoltaic panels 

project.  He has worked tirelessly, and on behalf of the whole village I would like 

to thank Paul for the contribution he has made.  

Then, at the Management Committee held on 26 January, we regrettably said 

farewell to John White as a trustee and as treasurer, who has retired after seven 

years excellent and very valued service. On behalf of the village again, we thank 

John for his contribution and hard work since being another of the original 

trustees of the hall. 

At the same meeting we welcomed two new trustees to the committee, Jan 

Rogerson and Mark Hazard.  Jan was the immediate past Chairman of the 

Swanland Village Association and part organiser of the Swanland Festival.  Mark 

is a Chartered Management Accountant, and has lived in the village for a number 

of years. Mark has also been appointed Treasurer in succession to John.  

Our Secretary, Ian Macfarlane, has indicated that he intends to step down at the 

annual general meeting in July this year. Ian has also been a trustee since the hall 

opened and has played a very valuable and important role in its management.  We 

are, therefore, looking for someone to volunteer to join us as a replacement for 

this interesting, essential and very rewarding job.  I would be very pleased to hear 

from anyone who feels that they might be interested. I can be contacted on Tel. 

01482 634691 or at chair@swanlandvillagehall.info 

My fellow trustees and I look forward to serving the village during 2012.  If 

anyone would like to enquire about booking any of the rooms or facilities in the 

hall or would like to view the hall, please contact our booking secretary, Martin 

Peel Tel. 01482 634409 or visit our website at www.swanlandvillagehall.info. 

Godfrey Burley, Chairman of the Trustees, Swanland Village Hall. 

chair@swanlandvillagehall.info 
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Neighbourhood Watch Update 

All are welcome to attend the Swanland NHW Co-ordinators 

meetings. For details see http://www.swanland.info/NHWatch.htm, 

from which the latest monthly crime report statistics may be found. 

Street co-ordinators are needed for several roads including: 

Greenstiles Lane, Humberdale Close, Kemp Road, Northdale Park, St Barnabas 

Drive, Stratton Park, Wauldby View, West Leys Road. 

To help reduce burglaries and vehicle crime, please follow the advice issued by 

DI Paul Kirby, Humberside Police: 

1. Keep the doors to your home locked even when you are in – this will stop the 

‘sneak-in’ burglar. 

2. Ensure your windows are closed when you are out or have gone to bed, or 

even in another part of the house – some burglars will reach in or climb 

through windows. 

3. Keep high value property away from doors and window – burglars like an 

‘easy job’ – let us not make it easy for them! 

4. While keeping your car keys accessible in case of emergency – keep them 

away from doors and windows – as car security improves, car thieves are 

turning to burglaries in order to steal cars. 

5. Always ensure your car doors and windows are secure when you leave your 

vehicle. 

6. Never leave your car unattended with the engine running – it is tempting 

during the colder months but it makes things easy for a car thief to jump in 

and drive away. 

7. Never leave property on view – always remove tell-tale signs of a satellite 

navigation system. 

8. Mark, photograph and record details of your valuable property – we recover 

property as we do target criminals and we would like to restore your property 

to you when we find it. 

9. Be neighbourly – keep an eye on each others’ property and tell people when 

something is not right, like a window left open. 

For further information about NHW please contact:  

Deborah Parry, area co-ordinator, Tel. 01482 632576.  dparry@inbox.com 
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Swanland Screen 

Have you tried the Swanland Screen experience yet?  Just over 

four years ago, the first film was shown at Swanland Village Hall.  

Since then the SVA has shown a film every third Saturday of each 

winter month to audiences of local and not so local people.  

Instead of getting into a car and driving to a multiplex cinema to sit in a soulless 

environment with a few strangers - and being charged a premium for the privilege 

- why not walk down to your Village Hall and enjoy a social experience with 

friends and neighbours at the interval, where drinks and biscuits are served. The 

price is kept very low to encourage more people to come and, so far, we have 

managed to keep the overall balance of income versus expenditure. 

You still have two more opportunities to try us out before the end of the current 

season.... 

Slumdog Millionaire - to be shown on Saturday 17th March  

The story of a Mumbai teen who grew up in the slums, becomes a contestant 

on the Indian version of "Who Wants To Be A Millionaire?" and is arrested 

under suspicion of cheating. While being interrogated, amazing events from 

his life history are shown which explain why he knows the answers after all.   

And then the season finally ends with a feel-good factor film .... 

“Once” -  to be shown on Saturday 21st April  

A modern-day musical about a busker, an immigrant and their eventful week 

in Dublin, as they write, rehearse and record songs that tell their love story.  

Once seen, on the screen, never forgotten! 

Details are available at www.swanlandvillagehall.info/swanland-screen. 
Doors open at 7pm and films start at 7.30.  Tickets cost £3.50 for adults and £1.50 

for accompanied school children.  Leaflets on all the films are available from the 

Hall but for more information please contact Yvonne on Tel. 01482 634863 or Ian 

on Tel. 01482 632800.  

Swanland Live Shows 

When stars have performed in Hong Kong, Moscow and Athens, I 

hope you agree that we are so lucky to then be able to walk to our 

own Village Hall and be able to see them here.  Once again, the 

Village Association, through its link with ArtERY, has managed 

to book such top performers we hope you will wish and come to 

see. 
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Book Now! - You are cordially invited to join us for both the 

shows at our own Swanland Village Hall!  Details may be found at   

www.swanlandvillagehall.info/shows   Tickets are available at 

£7.50 (or £6.50 for SVA members if paid in advance); £3.50 for 

accompanied schoolchildren. We provide the nibbles; you bring 

your drinks and glasses.  For further information or to make advance bookings 

call Yvonne on Tel. 01482 634863 or Ian on Tel. 01482 632800. 

Juliet Kelly - This international jazz singer and composer - accompanied by 

jazz pianist Kate Williams - booked to perform on Sunday 25th March.   

Juliet’s sound perfectly encapsulates the glamour of the jazz divas of a bygone 

age, with a modern, sassy twist. Sophisticated music for stylish people. 

In 2011 Juliet was part of the Divas of Jazz UK Tour;  performed at a charity 

event attended by Prince Charles; gave a speech (sharing the stage with MPs 

and the actress Maggie Steed!) for the Lost Arts initiative; gave four sell-out 

dates in Kuala Lumpur; signed two licensing deals in Spain/Portugal and 

Singapore/China; made four festival appearances on a Greek Islands tour 

with Dimitri Vassilakis; made a debut performance at an historic venue in 

Moscow; had two gigs at the London Jazz Festival; gave a debut performance 

in Hong Kong and a return to Moscow and fished the year with two gigs in 

Athens over Christmas where she also managed to finish 8 new songs!   

And now us! Wow! Check her out at www.julietkelly.com.   ...... and then... 

Keiradance are the final show of the season and they will be appearing on 

Saturday 19th May with their show "Threads".   During a short interval the 

audience will also be able partake in a ceilidh! 

Keiradance offer an atmospheric, lively evening with a show which fuses 

traditional and contemporary Irish dance styles, including music and song, 

that gets your feet tapping and heart leaping from the first beat of the drum 

One critic described this show: "Keira, her wild hair creating a halo for her 

expressive performance, leads the audience into the first tentative steps, like a 

graceful bird. Each step is a rediscovery of the first dance, the discovery of the 

power of the leg to move, change direction, make contact with the resistance of 

the ground. A primordial act. The contrast is at once shocking and exciting; 

the sound of dancing ‘clogs’ rattling out their rapid and mesmerising beat; 

Keira’s arms moving up and down so fast  in sweeping arcs like time-lapse 

photography- a true bird with wings-a spectacle of power and joy." 
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Swanland Festival – 7th to 15th July 

For the seventh time, we shall be celebrating with a 

festival this summer - the event for the people of 

Swanland and by the people of Swanland.  At the time of writing, fourteen events 

have been booked over the period 7th to 15th July but many more are being 

considered. We are hoping to have old favourites but we know some new events 

are planned.  Once again, as in previous years, there should be something for 

everyone - from a Teddy Bears' Picnic for the youngsters to a Festival Ball for the 

more mature.  There will be art, music, drama and sport plus much more.   

A programme of all the events is updated monthly on the village website 

www.swanland.info/Festival-2012.htm  In your next edition of the SVA News 

there will be a printed programme containing all the details.  In the meantime, Jan 

and Yvonne would love to hear from you if you would like to participate in any 

way.  Many thanks in anticipation! 

If you have an idea for an event, please contact: 

Jan Rogerson on Tel. 01482 634583    

or Yvonne Dumsday on Tel. 01482 634863   

 

Swanland in Bloom - 2012 

The Swanland in Bloom Group of the S.V.A. intends to put on really specially 

enhanced displays this year to celebrate the combination of the Queen's Jubilee, 

the Olympic Games and the Swanland Festival!   

The organisers are looking for additional help and support.  There will be a need 

for some extra greenhouse space to enable it to grow on plants for this year's 

display. If you have some space and are willing to help grow on these 

plants please could you contact Mal Cracknell, Tel. 01482 632282 

Swanland Bowling Club 

Are new to the village? Have you just retired? Are you 

looking to take up a new sport? Swanland Bowling Club needs 

new members, young and old. Novices join at a reduced rate. 

Equipment and coaching provided. Season starts in April and 

there is an Open Day on Sunday May 6th 10.30.a.m. to 12.30 

p.m.  

Contact Peter Dickinson Tel. 01482 634309 
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Swanland Open Gardens - Sunday 8th July 2012 

Gardens Wanted - So Throw Open Your Gates! Opening your 

garden to the public might seem a silly thing to. But honestly it 

can be fun, yes there could be some work to be done to tweak 

your piece of horticultural heaven; you may even get that little 

job done that has been niggling you for some time. 

 It does not matter if your garden is the size of a postage stamp or if it doesn’t 

compete with say Sissinghurst, any reasonably well cared for garden is of interest 

to fellow gardeners. It’s the pleasure of sharing of what you have with others. 

When visiting gardens I usually find something new - ideas on planting or 

landscaping that I could maybe use in my own garden adding significantly to my 

pleasure and satisfaction. 

If you do open your garden and can make yourself available to the visitors, you 

will find that people love to talk to the owner(s). You don’t have to do 

refreshments or sell plants or sell programmes, unless you want to.  All I want is 

your garden open from 11am to 5pm, 

The event is only held every other year, so why not open this year and bask in the 

glory of being complimented on your garden and be reminded why we don’t just 

garden for ourselves. 

During the week following the Open Day I organise an evening Swanland Garden 

‘Gadabout’ for the owners and helpers to visit each others’ gardens. 

Money raised from programme sales will be used to the benefit of the community. 

Anyone who would like to open and needs more information please contact Mal 

Cracknell – (open gardens organiser) anytime on Tel. 01482 632282.  

Email: swanlander31@swanlander31.karoo.co.uk 
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Swanland Education Africa Trust 

Last year a new charity was established - Swanland Education 

Africa Trust (SEAT) to inspire and motivate local residents, 

businesses and friends to personally get involved and give 

regularly to support Swanland School Nairobi and other projects. 

Swanland as a village should be proud to know all that is happening in its name to 

try and help the lifestyle in a community so much poorer than its own. Support 

and encouragement has been given through individuals from our village, our local 

St Barnabas Church, and our local Swanland Primary School.  This has included 

funding plus overseeing the work done.   

Building on nine previous years of 

faithful support to a local 

“Swanland School” in the Nairobi 

‘slums’, it was recognised that 

there was a need to build a 

sustainable future and to oversee 

fundraising and support for similar 

projects.  This picture is part of the 

“other” Swanland School that you 

may not have seen before: 

The trust has just recently been 

able to provide funding for a 

second school to open. This is an exciting new project and builds on our desire to 

bring education and care to children who otherwise would have no access to these 

basic needs.  A pre-School has just opened as part of a project supporting women 

and families affected by HIV/AIDS in Ngong, just outside Nairobi.  

The project provides quality of life and holistic care for women and their families 

affected by the HIV pandemic in this region. It is able to offer nutrition, health 

and behavioural counselling as well as emotional support and home based care. 

The team are also engaged with developing income generating micro projects 

geared towards meeting the needs of the families. 

The charity would obviously love more people - especially locals - to be part of 

this.  If you would like to know more, or make a donation, then please contact: 

Richard Swain (Tel. 01482 634306 or richard@swainland.com), Shirley and John 

Waters (via the Swanland Nurseries). Further details can be found at 

www.swanlandschoolnairobi.org  There is also a secure on-line giving site at:  

https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/swanlandschoolnairobi 
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Lestrem - Twinning 

It has been a quiet period for the twinning group and at the 

time of going to print we have do not have a date fixed for 

our visit to France to meet our friends in our twin town of 

Lestrem, scheduled for some time in 2012. 

On the domestic front, our major fund raising event, the quiz night held in 

November, brought a profit of £590 to the funds so thanks to all of you that 

supported the evening. 

A film evening was held in memory of Marie Wood who sadly passed away last 

year. This was held at the Swanland School on Friday 2
nd

 March. The film set in 

France was called ‘A Good Year’. It was decided that proceeds from the sale of 

tickets should go towards aid in cancer research. (Details unavailable at the time 

of printing). 

March 19
th
 is the date fixed for the AGM at the village hall. We are keen to attract 

new members onto the committee so if you are willing please contact us or come 

along at 7.00pm. 

Brendan Riley  (Chairman). 
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Swanland Wildlife Information & Advice Service 
(S.W.I.A.S) 

Sadly, the Swanland Wildlife Group (SWG) in its original form ceased to exist 

from December 31. The group had been originally set up to restore the village 

pond.  It also organised talks and day trips.  Unfortunately, support and interest 

had been dwindling recently, and events were making financial losses, which 

could not carry on indefinitely.  

Carol Ledgard has now set up the Swanland Wildlife Information and Advice 

Service.  There is still a strong belief that the problems facing Swanland's wildlife 

are not fully understood in some quarters. Local residents are being welcomed 

and urged to support the new group. 

As well as aiming to maintain the future of village wild and pond life, it is 

intended to provide information and advice on feeding, homes, species etc., sick, 

injured and distressed species, gardening, creating and maintaining habitat, and  

conducting surveys and collecting data for wildlife charities campaign on wildlife 

and planning issues. 

Current items of interest are:-  

HEDGEHOGS - A hedgehog of any 

size out during the day will need help. 

DON’T delay - ring Hull Hedgehog 

Hospital Tel. 01482 502441 or (for 

advice only) myself.  Hogs are now 

endangered. We are helping the 

Peoples Trust for Endangered Species 

count hogs; PLEASE tell us if you see 

one and also can you help in their vital 

Hedgehog Street Project. 

AMPHIBIANS - If you have a pond in your garden with native pond life 

PLEASE tell us. 

BIRDS - RSPB & SWIAS  - Big Garden Birdwatch 2012 Results see SWIAS 

webpage. PLEASE tell us if you have House Martins or Swallows; when they 

arrive, numbers and nests   

Please send your photos and details of unusual or new sightings!!    

See our web page: www.swanlandwildlife.info/wildlife/htm 

Contact: Carol Ledgard (SWIAS) Tel. 01482 632178   
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Swanland Pond Partnership (SPP) 

THANKS to all villagers who regularly feed the ducks and 

wildfowl. Keep it up! Please only use duck grain though. 

Throwing in pieces of bread can actually be most harmful to 

the ducks themselves and the condition of the pond water.  Bags of duck grain 

(just10p) are available from the Pepper Tree and Mc Colls store.   

The Partnership’s aims this year are to seal the leak (the inconsistent water levels 

need urgent attention) and to create a colourful marshy area which is protected  

habitat for native pond life.  Please be aware that it is an offence to put any live 

fish or wildfowl into the pond without permission, which is why the “tame” 

Indian runner ducks are being removed. Even exotic species such as carp, orfe 

and goldfish are and a threat to frog and toad spawn/young and newt eggs/young. 

If known to have put in your unwanted fish or fowl you could be prosecuted. 

We still need volunteers to help with your community pond!!   

See our web page: www.swanlandwildlife.info/wildlife/htm 

Contacts: Jan Tel. 01482 634583 & Yvonne Tel. 01482 634863. 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

Volunteers have been participating locally in the Duke of Edinburgh 

Award Scheme currently at the Bronze Level (entry age 14 years). 

There are four sections, one of which is community work. In order to 

fulfil this section they have been performing a variety of tasks. This 

included preparing for the National Hedgerow Wildlife Survey, litter picking on 

Swanland’s approach roads, gardening for a disabled lady, delivering Christmas 

cards for Pop-In clients and helping with pond maintenance. 

There was amazement at the volume and types of litter.  From the Water Tower to 

halfway down Mill Hill alone eight full dustbin bags were collected. It is thought 

this could be greatly reduced if people did not throw litter out of car windows. On 

Dale Road and in Crowgarth Wood fly tipped building rubbish was found.  

Taking part in the Award Scheme and participating in the voluntary work has 

given them a sense of responsibility, satisfaction and of achievement at having 

helped both the village community and its wildlife. 

The hard work undertaken by the young people in the picture below is much 

appreciated, as is the support from Fiona and Hans van Nieuwkerk.  

 

 

 

 

From Left to 

Right: James 

Patterson, Jacob 

van Nieuwkerk, 

Samuel van 

Nieuwkerk, 

James Ringrose 
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Request for Assistance with a Good Cause! 

Are you looking for a New Year’s resolution that is fun, interesting, 

sociable and makes a huge difference to other people? If so, 

Leonard Cheshire Disability is looking for people in our area to 

volunteer with the charity. 

There is a huge variety of roles on offer, you could be teaching disabled people 

the vital skills that will help them live independently, driving someone to their 

local sports centre, befriending, campaigning or even adding a lick of paint to our 

home. 

Leonard Cheshire’s volunteers are the charity’s lifeline and we would be 

delighted if you would like to join this amazing team.  We welcome all applicants 

including those who have a disability. 

For more information please contact: Volunteer Co-ordinator Julie Lee, Godfrey 

Robinson House, email julie.lee@lcdisabiliy.org or call on Tel. 01482 632209. 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

 

   

Just recently moved to Swanland? 

Or just have a new neighbour? 

We would be only too pleased to give you a 
free SVA “Welcome Pack” with information 
on SVA and other local activities and 
facilities – including map, contacts, Village 
Hall events, Wildlife information & advice, 
Heritage Trail and ArtERY events.   

Please contact Sue Smart (tel 01482 
632736) if you wish to receive one. 
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YOUR 

 Village Association 

needs your support! 
Please join us 

YOUR Next Newsletter 

Articles, Letters, and requests to give 

notification of forthcoming events should 

be sent in electronic format please to the 

editor: Richard Hoyes at: 

newsletter@swanland.info 

The Newsletter is distributed to ALL 

houses in Swanland, making it ideal for 

local advertising.  

PLEASE NOTE: The deadline for next 

Newsletter to be published in June 2012 

will be 8
th

 May. Details also shown on 

SVA Web site: www.swanland.info 

We cannot guarantee to publish articles 

(maximum 300 words) or letters and 

reserve the right to edit them. We welcome 

photographs to print where appropriate. 

Just fill in the form below and post it  

(or drop it through the letter box) to: 

Roy Kennington 

16 The Spinney, Swanland, HU14 3RD 

Or leave in a sealed envelope  

labelled “SVA Membership”  

at Swanland Post Office (only) 

It’s just £2 per head (cheques payable to 

Swanland Village Association). Make our 

job easier by paying by Standing Order. 

You will receive a membership card. 

Or see web link below for more details: 
http://www.swanland.info/PDF/SVA-

membership.pdf 

 

SVA Membership Application/Renewal 

Name (first person) ________________________________________ 

Name (second person) ______________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________ 

E-mail address/Telephone number (optional) ___________________ 

Cheque/Cash or Standing Order (£2 per person)   
 

 

The SVA Newsletter is published and distributed free to every household in Swanland.   

Print costs are met by the SVA and a limited number of local advertisements.   

Forward  information, letters or articles to the Editor 

Richard Hoyes e-mail newsletter@swanland.info  

To receive regular news updates from the SVA website e-mail website@swanland.info 

 
 

 


