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 From the Chairman of the Village Association 
 

Swanland has looked 

extremely picturesque 

this summer thanks to the 

hard work of our SVA 

Volunteer groups. Our 

new garden, 'Waters 

Edge’, has been greatly 

admired by visitors and 

villagers alike and the 

new seating area has been very well used during the lovely weather. 

Our Dale Road village entrance sign has not been located since it 

disappeared a few weeks ago. Many years of saving and very kind 

donations paid for this sign. All the others have now been rendered tamper 

proof, as indeed will be the replacement. 

We are very pleased to welcome the Parish Council Newsletter in the 

middle of this publication. The Parish Council is generously donating 

towards SVA funds as the delivery will be made by SVA volunteers. 

Our Swanland Festival was a great success this year, and we calculated that 

around 2,000 people attended the 35 events. The Festival Committee 

wishes to thank everyone who organised the different events and the many 

supporters who attended the Festival over the 11 days. Here's to 2018, with 

the special Hull City of Culture year in between!  

The SVA AGM will be held in the Village Hall on 17 November at 

7.30pm. We are delighted that John Wheeler will be entertaining us with 

more Swanland reminiscences. There will be cheese and wine served after 

the meeting.  
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Swanland Signpost 

Our grateful thanks must be expressed to Graham Latter for 

masterminding the new Signpost publication which was delivered by hand 

to every house in Swanland. It has taken a great deal of time to collect all 

the data, process it and produce the booklet. The publication is an excellent 

introduction to the village for our new residents and provides us all with an 

enormous amount of up to date information about Swanland. 

Open Gardens 

I am certain that nearly everyone in the village has greatly enjoyed the 

‘Open Gardens’ over the years as part of the Swanland Festival 

programme. Mal Cracknell has organised this very popular event with 

great enthusiasm and expertise, and we wish to thank him for all the hours 

of hard work that made this event so successful. Mal is now retiring from 

this role and he would be delighted to pass on all the necessary details to 

another green fingered volunteer!   (See page 6 for his contact details).     

Jan Rogerson 
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New Village Guide 

The 2016 edition of Swanland Signpost has now 

been distributed to every household in the village.  

My thanks to the many volunteers who assisted 

me with this delivery.   

If you HAVE NOT received a copy or have 

spotted any errors please contact: 

signpost2016@swanland.info     

Copies are available to view in the Library and 

Heritage Centre. 

                                         Graham Latter 

 

Village Hall News 

Swanland Village Hall is the perfect 

venue for clubs, organisations and 

families to hold celebratory events, 

parties and other activities. It has all 

the facilities needed for such events 

including two meeting halls, other 

smaller rooms and a fully equipped 

and modern kitchen with full cooking 

facilities – all of which can be hired at very reasonable prices with special 

reduced rates for residents of the village. 
More and more couples are choosing the hall as the venue for their 

wedding reception. The excellent facilities compare very favourably with 

many other wedding reception venues and can be hired at a fraction of the 

cost of those venues.  

To enquire about booking the hall for a wedding or for other activities 

please contact the hall booking secretary 634 409 

or visit the hall website at: www.swanlandvillagehall.info.  

Photos of the various rooms and facilities at the hall can be found on the 

website. 

http://www.swanlandvillagehall.info/
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Swanland Heritage Centre (by the pond) 

Since the last SVA News, our webmaster, Ian 

Macfarlane, has completely revamped our website 

and there is now access to around 2000 photos. 

Information is required on many of the older pictures 

and users are encouraged to register on line to enable 

additional information and corrections to be input. 

Please take a look if you have not already done so. 

Up to 17 December the Heritage Centre opening times will be: Friday 

2pm-4pm and Saturdays 10am–noon and, in December, calendars will be 

on sale. There will be two calendars - one of the 2016 Swanland Festival 

and the other has pictures of Swanland village. The Festival calendar will 

be an appointments calendar in landscape format and the other calendar 

will have a basic version as well as landscape and portrait appointments. 

These calendars will make ideal Christmas presents as will our packs of 

five notelets at £2 each.  

For further details contact Janet Barnes 633 286 who will open the Centre 

on 23 or 24 December by appointment. 

SVA Membership Report 

At the time of writing, in early September, we have a total of 

305 paid-up members.  As always, we are grateful to those 

villagers who participate both with their membership 

subscriptions and by volunteering practical help. All our 

efforts, and theirs, go towards making the village a better place to live.  

Many members also donate towards the SVA funds, which enable us to 

fulfil larger ambitions, such as the ‘Swanland’ signs on the approach roads, 

the flower displays, and the community garden. The effect of members’ 

contributions can especially be seen in the pond area, which has been 

hugely improved over the past few years.  

It would be nice to think that villagers who are not members, but who of 

course benefit from our efforts, might consider joining the Association, 

which, at £2 per person per year, provides such very good value for 

money.  Please use the form on the back of this newsletter. 

      Louise Macfarlane (membership secretary) 632 800 
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Minutes Secretary Required 

The SVA Committee is hoping that there is someone in the village who 

would be kind enough to offer some time as a Minutes Secretary. This 

would entail attending 3 Committee meetings and an AGM each year, 

taking minutes, circulating them and organising the agendas. We would be 

very grateful for the secretarial help. 

Please contact Jan Rogerson 634 583 if you could help the Committee in 

this way. You would be very welcome! Thank you. 

Swanland Live Shows 

Three shows have been booked for the coming season. 

The season starts with the return of the ever popular 

French singer with the Geordie accent, Flossie 

Malavialle, on Saturday 29 October at 7.30pm. The 

village hall will be set out with tables and chairs - we 

provide the nibbles and you bring drinks and glasses.  

26 November at 7.30pm - there is a performance of an exciting new play, 

‘Dare Devil Rides to Jamara’, commissioned by the International 

Brigades Memorial Trust to commemorate the Spanish Civil War.  

3 December at 7.30pm - we welcome back the renowned jazz singer 

Juliet Kelly who shines a spotlight on her favourite songs from stage and 

screen and takes us on a tour through the ages of musical entertainment.  

For further details see www.swanlandvillagehall.info/forthcoming-

events.htm.  

Tickets from Yvonne 634 863 at Mere House (opposite the pond). 

 

 

http://www.swanlandvillagehall.info/forthcoming-events.htm
http://www.swanlandvillagehall.info/forthcoming-events.htm
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Open Gardens Report 

The early morning rain cleared up to leave us with a very warm sunny 

afternoon. Our visitor numbers were slightly down partly because of other 

attractions …the Men’s Final at Wimbledon, the British Grand Prix on 

television and locally, the Hessle Feast, Skidby Scarecrow Festival and the 

Avenues Open Garden event. 

In 2014, 411 visitors toured the gardens and this year 340 visitors enjoyed 

the gardens and the village. Ticket sales raised £1021.00. Many thanks go 

to the garden owners and the ticket sellers who participated in this event. 

I gave notice at the SVA committee meeting on 7 June that this would be 

my last Open Gardens as organiser. I would like to thank everyone who 

has opened their gardens and the many volunteers who have assisted me 

since 2000. 

Mal Cracknell 632 282 or swanlander31@swanlander31.karoo.co.uk 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Humberside Police are working to prevent burglaries and 

protect homes.  

For further information see: 

http://www.humberside.police.uk/protect-your-home. 

There is a free scheme used to register any property with 

serial numbers or unique identification numbers, e.g. mobiles, televisions, 

cameras, cycles and to report if these are subsequently stolen or lost. All 

UK Police Forces search it when stolen property is recovered.   

Register your property at: www.immobilise.com.  

Mobile phone identification numbers can be found by keying in *#06#. 

People planning to purchase second-hand mobiles and similar devices can 

check their history at www.checkmend.com. 

To get a free ERYC window sticker indicating that you do not buy from 

doorstep sellers, for more information about Swanland NHW or about 

becoming a Street Coordinator, please contact the Swanland NHW 

Coordinator:  Deborah Parry on 632 576 or dparry@inbox.com.  

For information about NHW meetings see the Swanland village website at: 

http://www.swanland.info/NHWatch.htm 

http://www.humberside.police.uk/protect-your-home
http://www.immobilise.com/
http://www.checkmend.com/
mailto:dparry@inbox.com
http://www.swanland.info/NHWatch.htm
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Fair Trade Products at Christ Church (by the pond) 

Christ Church is a Fair Trade church and uses Fair Trade products 

wherever possible, mainly tea, coffee and sugar at our coffee mornings.  

The church also aims to promote Fair Trade items to the wider community. 

As part of this we are selling Fair Trade food and drink products and gifts 

at our regular Coffee Morning on Saturday 29 October from 10am until 

noon (look for the large yellow banana outside the church!). The gifts will 

include toys suitable for under 5s and earrings which may appeal to young 

ladies. There is a large range of Christmas cards which support the work of 

Traidcraft Exchange, Christian Aid and CAFOD and orders will be taken 

for these with delivery likely by the middle of November. Orders can also 

be placed for the Real Advent Calendar which contains Fair Trade 

chocolate and includes a booklet of the Christmas story. 

For more information contact: John White 634 222  

Christ Church Food Bank Donation Point 

If you would like to contribute to the Food Bank, then 

your gifts can be left at Christ Church (by the pond) 

during Coffee Mornings from 10am until 12noon on 

Wednesdays (only in term time) and on Saturdays. 

The top ten items on the shopping list are:- UHT long life milk, tinned 

fruit, tinned vegetables, pasta/rice, tea bags (40's), instant coffee (small 

jars), tinned meat, tinned fish, sponge puddings, instant mashed potatoes. 

Toiletries, toothpaste, deodorants and shampoo are always welcome. 

Money can also be donated to cover the costs of sorting and distribution of 

food, as well as developing sustainable projects.   

Donation forms are available at Christ Church or on the Foodbank website 

along with an updated shopping list of all items required.  

http://hull.foodbank.org.uk/resources 

Thank you for all your donations. Please continue to help us meet the 

needs of all those people struggling through difficult times in Hull and the 

surrounding area. 

For further information please contact: Mike Burman  631 131.    

http://hull.foodbank.org.uk/resources
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Swanland Screen 

Cinema is back at the village hall for another season with 

a mixture of genres that will hopefully suit all tastes. 

Leaflets with details of all the films are available from 

the village hall foyer. 

We showed Lady in the Van in September and are 

following that with: 

The Dressmaker (15 Oct); The Danish Girl (19 Nov); Dad's Army (17 

Dec); Les Miserables (21 Jan); The Revenant (18 Feb); Room (18 Mar) 

and Brooklyn (22 April).  

All shows start at 7.30pm.  

Film night is always the third Saturday of each month. One change to this 

rule is the April showing, which will be one week later as the village hall 

has a wedding reception already booked for the third Saturday. There is no 

need to book in advance - just turn up on the night.  

Full details on: www.swanlandvillagehall.info/forthcoming-events.htm. 

Swanland Pond Partnership 

It’s disappointing that we still have problems with water 

leakage from the pond. Low rainfall over the summer has 

exacerbated the problem creating low water levels and 

challenging conditions for the pond’s wildlife and water 

quality. Damage to one of the pond’s lagoons and an 

extensive algal bloom caused additional problems.  

On a positive note; the reeds, grasses and yellow flag iris have grown very 

well this year. The water mint will flower until late autumn if the weather 

remains favourable. In addition, although some fish deaths were recorded, 

large shoals of native rudd and roach now swim in the shallows which is an 

encouraging sign. The ponds aquatic habitat and ecology is clearly 

improving for these native species. Our resident moorhens have also raised 

five broods this year so they are clearly thriving. As with all wildlife 

populations however, a natural balance will be found as the pond has 

limited resources.  

If you could help as a pond volunteer, please contact: Alyson 634 168.  

http://www.swanlandvillagehall.info/forthcoming-events.htm
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Swanland Bowling Club 

The bowling season came to a memorable end in mid-

September with the Club celebrating its 90
th

 year with a 

very enjoyable Hog Roast. In the early 1900’s Sir James 

Reckitt provided the bowling green for the village and 

the current members are proud to maintain the traditions.  

In lovely weather, many of our teams improved their league positions this 

season. The hard working group of volunteers maintained the green and 

improved the Clubhouse. Lowering the hedge at the top of Kemp Road 

encouraged many villagers to watch the games in progress. We hope this 

will encourage people to come in and have a go at bowling.  

In mid-October the Club will hold its annual Presentation Dinner and later 

fund raising events including a Quiz Night and a Race Night. There will be 

a Fashion Show on 25 November at St. Barnabas Church Hall. Details and 

ticket information can be obtained from Marion Wilson 633 165. 

As we proceed towards our Centenary come and try bowling next year. We 

can promise healthy competition, lots of exercise and, above all lots of fun.  

For information and membership details contact: Peter Dickinson 634 309 
 

Swanland Show 

Not to be put off by a sudden day of rain on Saturday 

10th September, St Barnabas church hall was the centre 

of excellence for the many talented people who displayed 

their exhibits in the hope of winning a 1st, 2nd or 3rd 

place, or even a trophy and a  bit of cash! Everything was 

up to its usual standard and yet again, the event was well-

supported with many people coming through the doors at 2pm to see the 

wonderful exhibits. 

The event attracted many families, whose children were kept entertained 

by Judy Barton and her friend, engaging them in crafts with a huge variety 

of materials that they had provided.  There were refreshments available and 

a table selling flowers, a small selection of plants, and cakes. The 

atmosphere was good and it was great to see so many new faces this year. 

Thanks to all who supported the event in any way, we hope to see you next 

year.                              Sarah Hayden 
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Jamie Loncaster (2001 – 2015) 

It is now 18 months since we lost our younger son, 

Jamie. We all think about Jamie every day and it really is 

still unbearably hard to accept that he was taken from us 

at such a young age. 

There have been some immensely positive and 

inspirational fundraising events this year and thanks are due to so many 

people. We’d love to name everyone in person, but space in this Newsletter 

doesn’t allow! So, to EVERYONE in the village and beyond who has 

chatted to us, donated, or offered support in any way over the last 18 

months – you all know who you are and we thank you from the bottom of 

our hearts. Jamie is always in our thoughts and forever in our hearts. 

Jamie’s Memorial Fund at CRY now exceeds £59,000..! 

Further CRY Heart Screening Sessions will be held in 2017/2018 

www.jamieloncaster.co.uk             Graham, Jenny and Ross Loncaster 
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Swanland Women’s Institute 

We continue to extend a warm welcome to all ladies 

of any age to our meetings. These are held on the first 

Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in Christ Church 

hall by the pond. 

On 2 November a representative from Clinique will be 

coming to talk to us about beauty products; on 7 December it is our 

Christmas party; on 4 January we will enjoy a light-hearted quiz and the 

topic on 1 February will be First Aid with the St John’s Ambulance. In 

between, there are opportunities to meet for lunch at Olivers for good food 

and conversation. 

For further details contact: Mrs Lorna Caygill (President) 632 543 or     

Mrs Bernice Maitland (Secretary).01430 421 960  

QUIZ at SWANLAND VILLAGE HALL 

Saturday 12 November 2016, 7pm for 7.30pm 

Proceeds for Motor Neurone Disease Association (East Riding Branch) 

Quiz Master: Brendan Riley     Teams of 6 

Tickets £8 (including supper) from Marion Riley 632 652 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charity Christmas Craft Fair 

 

Sunday 27 November 

12pm – 4pm 

Swanland Village Hall 

(Behind the pond) 

 

Raising money for two charities with close links to local village 

families;  

Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY) and MY Burns Club 
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SEAT  -  Providing Care, Education and Hope 

Fellow Trustees, John and Shirley have just returned from 

a successful week in Nairobi. They visited Swanland 

Village School and Esther’s School and delivered the many 

uniforms, clothes and gifts that you gave – many thanks! 

It's always such an encouragement to see first-hand how 

effective and life changing the support is that we provide 

for these vulnerable children. 

There was joy at seeing so many familiar faces at Swanland School and to 

see how well the children are performing as they progress towards end of 

year exams. They also saw the building extension works to 

Esther’s school nearing completion. The extra classroom 

and kitchen space will allow Esther to increase the number 

of children on role to over 400! 

Thank you to everyone who is part of this wonderful, life 

transforming work. If you are able, please consider what 

you can give, just £15/month covers all the costs for each 

child’s education and food.  

Contact Richard Swain: richard@swainland.com or tel: 634 306 or give 

online via www.swanlandschoolnairobi.org. 

Samaritans 

Learn to Listen! 

Samaritans answer over 5 million calls every year, but many thousands 

aren't answered because no volunteer is available. Hull Branch is recruiting 

new listening volunteers. All volunteers receive extensive training and are 

allotted a mentor to guide them through their first shifts.  

Find out more by coming to an Information Evening at the Branch at:  

75 Spring Bank, Hull. The next Information event is at 7pm on 

17 November. 

Many thanks, Shirley Littlefair  666 556 

Contact the branch by email: volunteer@hullsamaritans.org  

or tel 329 477 (answerphone). 

 

mailto:richard@swainland.com
mailto:volunteer@hullsamaritans.org
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Godfrey Robinson House 

Godfrey Robinson House, part of the internationally renowned charity 

Leonard Cheshire Disability, is delighted to announce that we are now an 

approved Activity Provider for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. Whether 

working on Bronze, Silver or Gold we can help. Our volunteering is 

designed to be flexible so that you can do one type of volunteering or a 

range of activities for 3, 6, or 12 months. To get involved or find out more 

about volunteering opportunities, contact Julie Fenton 632 209 or email 

julie.fenton@leonardcheshire.org. 

Adam (from Swanland) has been volunteering over the 

school summer holidays, helping over meal times, which is 

always a busy time.  Adam has done an amazing job.  It’s a 

real pleasure in seeing young people blossom in this 

environment, growing in confidence and gaining invaluable 

skills for life. 

 

 

mailto:julie.fenton@leonardcheshire.org
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Swanland Snooker Club 

Swanland Snooker Club is based in the 

Institute (next to Christ Church) and has been 

there since 1914 when James Reckitt donated 

the building to the village. The Institute 

originally had its own library and reading 

room run by the Institute members. In the 

1930s the library began to be run by the 

County Council. 

The Snooker Club continues to thrive and caters for members of all 

abilities. For more able or interested members, three teams play out of the 

Institute during autumn, winter and spring. Many members simply play for 

leisure as and when they wish. Members are able to play at times of their 

choice throughout the year apart from Sunday morning and occasional 

days at Easter and Christmas. Tuition is available for anyone interested in 

taking up the game. You can be sure of a warm welcome and there will 

always be someone able to help. The snooker room has recently had a 

considerable amount of money spent on redecoration and refurbishment 

and provides enjoyable surroundings to play in. 

If you are interested in joining the club please contact Steve Webb 

(Treasurer) 634 441 or Peter Croton (Chairman) 632 091 or any Club 

member. 

North Ferriby Flower Club 

Thursday 10 November 2016 at 7pm for 7.30pm 
North Ferriby Flower Club are delighted to welcome 

Nick Grounds to North Ferriby Village Hall, Church 

Road, North Ferriby. This will be our Christmas 

Demonstration and all are welcome.   

Tickets are £10 and can be obtained from  

Margaret Hobson, 12 Old Pond Place, North Ferriby, or tel  634 114   

email: margarethobson45@gmail.com.  

Nick Grounds is from Wisbech, Cambridgeshire. He is a Horticultural 

Auctioneer by day and a much admired Flower Demonstrator. Nick has a 

commanding presence on stage, is interesting, full of humour as well as 

mailto:margarethobson45@gmail.com
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sharing interesting tips. Nick’s arrangements are huge and 

beautiful. Why not come and join us - you may even be one 

of the lucky people to win one of his creations as a raffle 

prize. 

 Westfield Farm 

Many residents will be aware of the proposed 

major development on Westfield Farm by 

Gladman Developers. The proposal is for 150 

houses on the site of the old Westfield Farm. 

This is not in the local plan for Swanland 

which East Riding of Yorkshire Council 

(ERYC) has now adopted after many years of 

careful consideration. An action group has 

been set up to fight this – the details are on 

http://www.swanland.info/wf-dev.htm 

The SVA is not taking a stance on this as it is 

felt that they do not have a mandate from their members to do so. 

However, many individual members may want to state their views. 

Gladman state in their brochure that they think ERYC is not meeting what 

is required of them. 

What happens next? – At the time of printing no formal planning 

application has been made and until that happens the ERYC and Parish 

Council cannot legally do anything. If and when it does happen it is likely 

that these councils would probably oppose it. The developer may then 

appeal to the Planning Inspectorate.  

Why this affects the whole of Swanland – Advice from Geoff Chapman 

(who formulated Swanland’s response to the East Riding Local Plan) is 

that should this occur, the housing numbers involved would not be 

subtracted from the 165 houses over 17 years but would be added to it. 

Furthermore a breach of the local plan of this magnitude could open the 

floodgates to further developments in the fields all around the village. 

You can keep up to date on the Parish Council and Village websites. 

         Graham Latter   

 

http://www.swanland.info/wf-dev.htm
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YOUR 

 Village Association needs 

your support! 
Please join us 

YOUR Next Newsletter 

Articles and requests to give notification 

of forthcoming events should be sent in 

electronic format please to the Editor at: 

newsletters@swanland.info 

The Newsletter is distributed to ALL 

houses in Swanland, making it ideal for 

local advertising.  

PLEASE NOTE: The deadline for next 

Newsletter to be published in Spring will 

be 31 January 2017. Details also shown on 

SVA Web site: www.swanland.info 

We cannot guarantee to publish articles 

(maximum 150 words) and reserve the 

right to edit them. We welcome 

photographs to print where appropriate. 

Just fill in the form below (or web site 

joining form for standing order) 

and deliver or post it to: Louise Macfarlane, 

15 Mill Rise, Swanland HU14 3PN 

or to Yvonne Dumsday, Mere House, 

3 Main Street, Swanland, HU14 3QP 

(opposite the Pond) 

It’s just £2 per head (cheques payable to 

Swanland Village Association). Make our 

job easier by paying by Standing Order. 

You will receive a membership card. 

For more details see web link below: 
www.swanland.info/PDF/SVA-membership.pdf 

SVA Membership Application/Renewal 

Name (first person) ________________________________________ 

Name (second person) ______________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________ 

E-mail address/Telephone number (optional) ___________________ 

Cheque/Cash (£2 per person) or request Standing Order form.   
 

 

 

The SVA Newsletter is published and distributed free to every household in Swanland. 

Print costs are met by the SVA and a limited number of local advertisements.   

Forward information or articles to the Editor 

e-mail: newsletters@swanland.info  

To receive news updates from the SVA website e-mail website@swanland.info 

 
 


