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Letters to the Editor

The SVA committee needs new
members.. The work of the SVA is very
varied and extremely enjoyable, and
ultimately we work for the benefit of
the entire village. Do please consider
joining the committee.

If anyone is interested  please contact
Jan Rogerson tel: 634 583 before
November 10th

Wednesday 12th November

Swanland Village Hall

Time - 7.30 pm

After the  annual general meeting  Carol
Ledgard will give a talk about local
wildlife and very importantly plans for
our village pond.

This will be followed by cheese and
wine with an opportunity to socialise and
meet committee members.

The SVA represents the residents of
Swanland, so please do support us.

Swanland Village
Association A.G.M.
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Anita Morton
The SVA would like to express our
deep sadness on the death of Anita
Morton, who had been our
Secretary and also a committee
member for many years.

The Twinning Association has lost
a founder member and stalwart
supporter of the Association with
her passing. She was a much loved
and well regarded figure in
Swanland life, not only within
Twinning circles, and her loss will
be greatly felt here and in Lestrem.

Anita was a friend to all. She was
superbly organised and so thorough
with her secretarial work. Her
expertise, dedication and
commitment will be sorely missed.

 We have lost a dear friend and send
our deepest sympathy to Dave and
all the family.

Richard Hill
As Rev. Richard Hill and his wife Elaine
leave St. Barnabas Church in Swanland
after 22 years of service, we wish them
well in Richard’s new appointment as
Rector of Church Stretton, Shropshire.

Both Elaine and Richard have played
such important roles in village life over
the years and in many capacities, and
we wish to thank them for all their hard
work and commitment.

Croquet For All
As in previous years, the Festival week
saw the start of croquet games at
Swanland House.  The people who turned
up to try their hands at the game ranged
from 8 to over 80 and great fun was had
by all.

We should like to thank Liz Stevenson for
giving us permission to play, the staff, for
making us so welcome and Steve Pepper
for ensuring that the grass was cut to
enable the balls to roll even further.

Since then (despite the many wet days
we have had this year) Croquet for All
has continued each first Sunday of the
month and will continue until the conditions
dictate otherwise.  No previous
experience is necessary so, if you are
interested in joining the fun, contact
Yvonne on 634 863 for details.

New Bus Service
Thanks to a Ferriby petition, commencing
Tuesday 2nd December, East Yorkshire
Motor Services have announced a new
service (No 144) between North Ferriby,
Swanland and Beverley.

The service is (initially at least) restricted
to one journey each way on Tuesdays and
Fridays. The Timetable is on the Ferriby
Village website.  www.ferriby.info/
144bus.htm
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Swanland Parish Council Website                Swanland Village Hall Website
   www.swanlandparish.org                     www.swanlandvillagehall.info

See also

Village Websites
www.swanland.info

The Swanland Village website is kept up to date with local
news and  regular update e-mails are sent out.  If you would like to
be on the  update list just e-mail website@swanland.info. Organisers of events
can avoid them clashing with other events by posting  them on the website.

The banner is down; the bunting put away;
the files are closed once again on Swanland
Festival but the legacy lingers on.  This year
was the fifth Festival and, it is estimated, had
over three thousand people attending the
twenty-eight events.  Once again villagers
offered to organise a wide range of activities

- many of which were new this year - including a Treasure Hunt organised by Jo
Kennington, a Parish Boundary Walk led by Councillor Martin May, Art on the Railings
hung by Art Inc., a Murder Mystery evening hosted by the Library’s Reading Group,
an illustrated talk on the Deep Sea Trawling Industry by Captain Ken Knox  and a
Pond Awareness Day by Swanland Wildlife Group.

The money raised at many events has spread far beyond the village boundaries. In
the village itself events were held which raised money for the Wildlife Group, the
Playing Fields, the Twinning Association and many more.  Close to home, monies
were raised at several events to support The Oncology Centre, Martin House Hospice,
Dove House,  Animal Welfare and other local charities.

A Summer Serenade at St Barnabas Church resulted in £600 being raised for Swanland
School Nairobi. The school has grown beyond all expectations. Over the years it has
been supported by the community of Swanland, East Yorkshire. In addition, as a
result of  the Library’s Reading Group having just read the book “The Island”,  a
novel based on the true story of the Greek leper colony on the island of Spinalonga,
a cheque for £45 has been sent to the charity Lepra from the profit raised from
presenting a “Murder Mystery Evening”.

We hope the selection of events provided something to suit everyone and we look
forward to seeing you again for Swanland Festival 2010.
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Swanland Screen

Beech Hill Road, Swanland
Tel 01482  633 670
Fax 01482  634 064

www.swanlandnurseries.co.uk
e-mail: info@swanlandnurseries.co.uk

A friendly welcome
awaits you at

Swanland Nurseries

We are open
every day

The new season of films began in September with the showing
of the hilarious comedy The Bucket List starring Jack
Nicholson and Morgan Freeman. Swanland Village Hall
converts into a cinema every third Saturday of the month
throughout the coming winter so mark the following dates on
your calendar in order not to miss these convivial, social events.

Doors open at 7pm and the film shows will commence at 7.30pm.  The cost is
£3 per ticket.  At our last showing in the Spring, we asked our audience to name
types or titles of films they would like to see in the future.  From their suggestions,
we have chosen this wide range of titles and genres and hope there is something
to suit everyone. To book your tickets in advance please call Yvonne on 634 863
or Ian on 632 800.

15 November Seven Brides for Seven Brothers (U )
20 December  The Pursuit of Happyness (12A)
17 January  The Piano (15)
21 February  Day after Tomorrow  (12A)
21 March  Good Bye Lenin! (15)

Coming to Swanland
Village Hall

Other Lives Productions

presents:

Away with Winter! An Hour or So
of Entertaining Seasonal Titbits
including the World Première of
Christmas in Arles by Richard
Avery & Neil King

8pm  Saturday 3rd January £5 at
the door or tel 862752

I can recommend this group –I’ve
seen two of their previous shows.
Editor
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Swanland Twinning Association
www.swanland.info/lestrem.htm

2008 has seen our biennial visit to Lestrem in May. Since then, Swanland
School have been to stay with their counterparts in Lestrem, combining

a chance to make new friendships with educational trips to museums and sites involved
in the First World War.

The school exchanges go from strength to strength through the
enthusiasm of Ray Woodward, Head teacher at Swanland, and
Michel Jacquemont, teacher and President of  the Lestrem
Twinning Committee. In October a party of French schoolchildren
came to Swanland with members of the Lestrem Twinning
association. Activities included a welcoming disco evening at school, a day trip to
York and a leaving concert on Sunday 19th at the school.The two committees met to
discuss the outline of Lestrem’s visit to Swanland in 2009.

Our Association has its first AGM in March 2009 when a new membership group
with a constitution will be formed. We invite any interested persons to join our group
and we are keen to add to the Committee. New faces with new ideas would benefit
everyone concerned.
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www.swanland.info/wildlife.htm

Swanland Wildlife Group (SWG)

Contact Carol Ledgard  632178

Pond Reclamation Project Frustratingly we are still
awaiting news of our grant application to Awards for All made
through the Pond Conservation Trust (PCT). The PCT has undergone restructuring
and coupled with the poor summer weather is behind with all its projects including
ours!This picture is an impression of what the pond might look like in the future. Look
on our webpage for further news.

Meanwhile a grant application is being made separately by the SWG to channel
rainwater from the Village Hall roof to boost the supply of fresh water into the Pond,
as an essential part of the reclamation measures.

Swanland Pond Improvement Committee (SPIC) and Swanland Pond Action
Network (SPAN) are still recruiting people to join the Pond committee and work
team. It’s our village Pond and we need you to restore it for the future.

Barn Owl Project Preparations are well underway for the installation of two boxes
on the north side of the village. To help or donate towards a box contact Carol.

Wildlife News - Hedgehogs need help. If you see one in daytime it will be either ill,
hungry or injured. Act immediately! Contact Lorraine Jackson (Hull Hedgehog
Hospital) tel.no 502441 or Carol for advice.

Birds rely on us to feed them seeds, fat balls and wholemeal bread. For a leaflet
(15p) titled “What to Feed Swanland’s Top 20 Garden Birds” contact Carol. It could
save their lives while giving you much pleasure watching them.

For further information, to report Wildlife  news  or sick and injured wildlife or to join
SWG (open to all ages) contact Carol Ledgard 632 178

Look out for posters about forthcoming events.
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Swanland and the Sea  Part 3: The Humber Pilots

Development in the village during the 1960s and 70s began to change the face and
character of Swanland  introducing new villagers with diverse skills.

The Humber Estuary  is one of Europe’s most difficult waters for shipping to
navigate. Its constantly shifting large sandbanks e.g.:Paull Holme, Redcliffe Middle
sand, Pudding Pie and Middle sands, along with unpredictable and swirling currents
require skilled navigation from all those who used the river and understood it.

The Humber Pilot’s Company (up until the
late 1990s) operated from its base on shore
near the mouth of the River whence pilots
were ferried out to a station in the river
itself. They then transferred by launch to
ships to guide them up the river in all
weathers. It took years of training to qualify as a pilot.  This was because the
charts they used to navigate the entire length of the river from Spurn Point to
Goole were constantly changing as the dangerous sandbanks altered. Minor
deviations could result in grounding so continuous dredging of the narrow shipping
channels was and is still required.

Incoming ships took on a Pilot to help deliver cargos as diverse as timber, iron –
ore, grain, petro-chemicals and general goods safely to the Ports of Hull, Goole or
the Killingholme Oil Terminal. Pilots worked a 24 hour shift system to take account
of the twice daily high tides.  Pilots from Goole would provide the return service
down the river.

Captains Hall and Dines lived in Mill Rise (the latter still does) and Captain Wright
in Mill Road.  Their children grew up in Swanland and went on to diverse land
careers. The late Captain Tock’s stepson joined the Navy. The Tocks lived in
Chantry Way East.   Carol Ledgard 2008

Help fund this Newsletter
Help make this free Newsletter self-financing.  If  you offer a service to
Swanland Residents why not advertise here? Classified ads cost  just £10

and quarter page display adverts from £35.
Tel 632 276 or e-mail newsads@swanland.info

Our thanks to our existing advertisers - please support them.
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Swanland Playing Field Association
www.swanland.info/playingfield.htm

Contacts Owen 633 141
owenmward@hotmail.com

 Lisa Weldric 632 772

Football A record number of teams are using our 3 pitches.  South Cave under 14
girls team was let down by South Hunsley days before the season started. Two
seasons ago this also happened to North Ferriby Athletic. Fortunately we have been
able to assist both teams. North Ferriby Athletic now play in the Humber Premier
League - the highest league team ever to use our facilities. With 14 teams using our
ground it is necessary to prevent damage to the pitches if the wet weather persists
throughout the season. We have decided that teams are not permitted to train on the
pitches unless the referee is on the pitch preparing for kick off.

Bacon Butties are growing For the last two years bacon butties, hot dogs and
chip butties have always been prepared for footballers and spectators on Sunday
mornings. The under fourteen girls teams play on Saturday mornings - they  have
asked that they too can enjoy this. Our fame is spreading! Burgers are coming soon.

Muga Installation of the porous macadam surface was completed in October. The
Side Netting Structure should be in place in November and the facility in use shortly
after that.

Funding  We are delighted to have recently
received individual donations amounting to
£756. We  especially appreciated a
donation of  £6 by an older villager who
very kindly thought of us when there is no
doubt she could have used the money.   All
donations are most welcome. £4,244 is still
required to enable the floodlighting to be
installed.

BMX Track Top soil removed from the
site for the base of the muga is to be used
for the installation of a higher section to
the bmx track for the older children.

Village Disco - on Friday 14th November
at 7-30. Tickets are £4 but can be bought
at the door for £5. They will include
snacks. There will be a licensed bar for
beer and wine.
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Swanland Show - 2008    www.swanland.info/swanlandshow.htm

The 28th Annual Show this September was one of the most
successful. Over 90 adults and 250 children packed the tables with
more than 650 entries. All classes were well supported with some
outstanding entries. We are increasing the number of entrants from
neighbouring villages, but support from our own village is remaining
static. Any reason why YOU don’t enter?

We are indebted to the people who provide items for our trading stall as this is our
main source of income, also to the many visitors who support the Show by their
attendance. Our AGM will be on Thursday, 30th October, at 7.30 pm at Christ Church.
Everyone is welcome. If you are unable to attend, but have any suggestions to make
re improving the Show, contact Tony Featherstone, 24 West End, 631 110.

A new season has begun at the Village Hall.  Nearly all the activities and courses
which took place over the last twelve months are now back in full swing: the Library
Reading Group is meeting once a month, Swanland Screen has extended its season
of monthly films, starting in September and finishing in March.  A professional touring
theatre group has recently put on its first production and has already arranged its
second visit.  The Hall continues to be booked for parties of all ages, and fund raising
evenings such as quizzes continue to be popular.  The Parish Council meets in the
Hall at 7.30 pm on the first Monday in every month, and the public is welcome. We
have good links with the SVA who organise functions in the Hall, and we are happy
to work with any village organisation to increase the variety of activities available to
villagers. Beside the two large rooms on the ground floor and the meeting room
upstairs we can divide off a small low-cost room which is ideal for small group hire.

A major event in the summer was the Countryside Festival arranged by Martin
House Hospice and we were fortunate that the weather was good.  It was a huge
success; a large number of visitors came to see the variety of stalls and demonstrations
and to enjoy the entertainment provided by the Derringham Bank Boys Brigade
marching band, the Green Ginger Morris dancers and the Beverley Garland dancers.

We have put our new staging to a variety of uses, including as a catwalk for a
fashion show, as a podium for the high table at a wedding reception, as a stage for a
band and as tiered seating for film shows.The sound system too is proving its
worth.  The ease with which a variety of sources can be plugged into the system is
a big bonus.If you wish to make a booking, details of all our rooms and charges are
on our website - or contact our booking secretary John McKain on 632 159.

Swanland Village Hall    www.swanlandvillagehall.info
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Letters to Letters to Letters to Letters to Letters to TTTTThe Editorhe Editorhe Editorhe Editorhe Editor
As usual, after reading our web copies of the latest SVA News and Swanland Signpost,
we are overcome with nostalgia.  But this time we felt we had to write to you.

It’s now four years since we left Swanland to move south to Sudbury – a small
market town almost on the border between Suffolk and Essex.  We left with mixed
feelings because we had been so happy for our 15 or so years in Swanland, but
family was all in the south, and since we considered that we might one day start to
grow old we thought it would be good to be closer to them.

But back to the nostalgia.  Reading the SVA News we see that Swanland is just the
same as it was four years ago, but even better!  Over the years Swanland Signpost
has evolved from the first one, produced by Tim Folkes, with help from others (including
me), to being the highly professional production it has become with Graham Latter’s
expertise and hard work.

The Twinning has grown from the first contacts with Lestrem which Malcolm
Thompson pursued so tenaciously.  Swanland in Bloom germinated and then bloomed
whilst we were there (thanks to the splendid efforts of Pamela and Wallace Portal
and their helpers), and out of it came the litter picking.  It was good to read that this
still continues.

And now Swanland Cinema – I wish Yvonne had thought of this when we were
there – but of course we didn’t have a Hall then.  It had to wait until the Old School
had been refurbished and became the Village Hall – this too largely helped on by the
SVA.

From the Swanland Protection Society, which aimed to prevent an unwanted
development, grew the Swanland Village Association, and I remember the meeting
when this transition took place and the aim changed to become “make Swanland a
nicer place to live in”.  I could name the hard core of people who pushed this but I
won’t in case I upset someone by forgetting to name them.  Enough to say that the
new committee was ably chaired by Colin Hotham.

And the aim has certainly been achieved.  Swanland still appears to go on becoming
even better as time goes on.

Keep up the good work – and if you know any “ex Swanlanders” like us who now
live away, tell them how they can get the SVA News and the Signpost on the internet.
It’ll make them nostalgic too.

Sally and Don Earnshaw
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Website Funding
The Swanland Village website is entirely self financing thanks to the

local businesses who are sponsoring it this year - please support
them - see www.swanland.info/bizdirectory.htm

Thoughtful Neighbours
A few weeks ago we received a note
through our letterbox saying:

“We wish to apologise for any noise and
inconvenience which may occur whilst
work is being carried out”.

John & Mary (number 45)  -  Peter &
Sue (number 47)

Note Names & numbers have been
changed to protect their anonymity.

Our neighbours were having their drives
resurfaced!  How refreshing! – if
everyone acted like this disputes between
neighbours would be far and few apart.

A Swanland Resident

(name & address supplied)

While delivering the last issue of the SVA
newsletter one of the volunteers was
subjected to an unprovoked attack by a
resident’s dog and badly bitten, suffering
quite a loss of blood, an injured back and
requiring a trip to the hospital. He still
has not fully recovered.

What made it worse was the arrogant
attitude of the owner and his refusal to
offer any assistance - if it had been a
child it could have been fatal.

I am not going to mention names or the
address at this stage as it is subject to
police and civil actions – suffice to say
this newsletter will not be being delivered
there!

Graham Latter

Articles and Letters to the Editor should be e-mailed to
portal.briars@virgin.net or sent to  Pam & Wallace Portal

The Briars, Beech Hill Road HU14 3QY
in electronic format please.

PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE for next Newsletter is end of Feb 2009

We cannot guarantee to publish articles (maximum 300 words)
or  letters and reserve the right to edit them.
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For all your
Christmas Flowers

 local, national
and international deliveries

Just fill in the form below and post it (or
drop it through the letter box) at

Mere House (by the pond)
or 23 Manor Road HU14 3NZ

with £2 per head (cheques payable to
Swanland Village Association). You will

receive a membership card.

WEBLINK
www.sva.karoo.net/joinsva.htm

The SVA Newsletter is published 3 times a year and distributed free to every household in Swanland.
Print costs are met by the SVA and a limited number of local advertisements.

Forward  information, letters or articles to the Editors
Pam & Wallace Portal 631 567 e-mail portal.briars@virgin.net

Advertisment Enquiries - 632 276   Set & formatted by  Design & P Design & P Design & P Design & P Design & Prinrinrinrinrinttttt  632 276
To receive regular news updates from the SVA website e-mail website@swanland.info

Your
 Village Association
needs your support

Please join us

Name (first person)

Name (second person)

Address

E-mail address/Telephone number (optional)

Cheque/Cash enclosed (£2 per person).   Please put a cross here if you object to
any of the above details being kept on our Database

SVA Membership Application/Renewal

Happy
Birthday

You've
passed!

the pond, swanland, HU14  3PE

(01482) 631 071
email: info@peppertreeflorist.co.uk

www.peppertreeflorist.co.uk

Wreaths Christmas
Flowers

Vases
Decorated

Plants &
Baskets

Table
Decorations


